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Grateful  for  the  encouragement  of 
my  lonner  labours,  I now  submit  to  the 
public  this  new  Edition,  in  which  I have 
systematically  arranged  every  essential  dis- 
ease immediately  or  remotely  connected 
with  sexual  intercourse,  divested  of  techni- 
cal terms,  and  under  a mode  of  arranoe- 
ment  best  adapted  to  genera!  convenience  : 
aftording  to  all  classes  of  readers,  a ready 
and  practical  information  upon  those  sub- 
jects of  Medical  Surgery,  wherein  a great 
portion  of  them  are  materially  and  pecu- 
liarly interested 
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OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


I HE  nature  of  the  specific  contagion,  which 
ionstitutes  the  disease  we  are  now  treating 
upon,  and  which  has  the  property  of  inducing,  in 
the  individual,  a secretion  possessing  the  same 
character,  presents  to  us,  on  all  sides,  a variety 
of  difficulties,  springing  principally  from  the  va- 
rious shapes  it  assumes,  according  to  the  consti- 
tution ofthe  patient,  the  malignity  and  virulence 
of  the  poison,  its  duration,  the  length  of  that 
duration,  and  many  other,  perhaps  occult  causes 
We  know  that  it  arises  from  the  absorption  of  a 
specific  morbid  poison,  generally  imbibed  dur- 
ing the  action  of  coition  with  a person  actually 
infected;  and  that  thus  produced,  it  is  capable 
of  receiving  that  variety  of  forms  which  it  ex- 
hibits in  different  constitutions,  and  u hich,  de- 
pending on  the  nature  of  the  virus,  and  the  con- 
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stitution  receiving  that  virus,  gives  rise  to  that 
multiplicity  of  symptoms,  which  in  sonic  con- 
stitutions arc  slight,  and  in  others  malignant. 

To  the  medical  philosopher,  no  subject  admits 
of  greater  field  for  observation,  and  I may  add  im- 
provement also,  than  the  diseases  arising  from, 
and  dependent  on  this  : for  though  tlie  terms 
gonorrhoea,  gleet,  and  stricture,  in  their  general 
acceptation,  may  be  well  understood,  yet  these 
terms  appear  too  vague  to  direct  us  in  their 
mode  of  cure  ; they  may  accord  indeed  with  su- 
perficial enquiry,  but  if  we  descend  into  the  dif- 
ferent variety  of  the  stages,  circumstances,  and 
times,  that  usualiv  govern  these  cases,  we  shall 
find  them  give  rise  to  phenomena,  which  require 
a mode,  that  must  be  influenced  solely  by  the 
progress  the  diseased  action  has  made  on  the 
urethra  and  the  effects  it  has  produced  on  the 
constitution;  for  though  an  affinity  exists  be- 
tween every  stage  of  these  diseases,  that  affinity 
must  have  no  share  of  consideration,  because  it 
is  only  the  simple  operation  of  a sympathetic 
correspondence  of  one  part  with  the  other  : we 
are  to  look  to  the  particular  quantity  of  irritation 
produced,  that  being  the  primary  and  particular 
cause  of  all  affections  of  the  urethra  ; and  again, 
those  different  varieties  develop  themselves, 
under  circumstances  closely  connected  with  the 
general  constitution  of  the  patient ; every  shade 
of  that  variety  requires  a peculiar  mode  of  treat- 
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merit,  in  which  both  the  local  and  constitutional 
symptoms  produced,  require  the  most  accurate 
observation  : this  arrangement  tends  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  character  of  the  phenomena 
whic'h  constitute  them,  and  supply  us  with  the 
mode  of  treatment  for  their  melioration.  It  is 
not  probable  that  gonorrhoea  can  ever  give  rise 
to  chancre,  unless  the  gonorrhoea  arises  from 
chancre  in  the  urethra ; Mr.  B.  BelTs  experi- 
ments support  this  doctrine,  while  those  of  Mr. 
Hunter  are  diametrically  opposite  to  it.  I shall 
proceed  now  to  the  preventive  means,  and  then 
give  a brief  description  of  the  different  species  of 
these  diseases  as  they  arise  in  succession,  wdth  a 
general  mode  of  treatment  for  the  same. 

From  the  sufferings  of  mankind,  under  this 
disease,  it  has  been  a favourite  object,  ever  since 
its  appearance,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  its  at- 
tack. The  applications  for  this  purpose  have 
been  very  numerous  ; the  most  successful  are 
those  which  proceed  on  the  principle  of  decom- 
posing the  poison  ; and  the  following  forms  are 
of  this  kind  : 

Take  of  oxymiiriate  of  mercury,  one  grain  ; 
dissolve  it  in  a pint  of  common  spring  water,  and 
filter  it  through  paper  ; of  this  solution,  mix  a 
little  in  a tea-cup  of  water  ; and  if  the  mouth 
can  bear  it  without  pain,  it  is  fit  for  use.  A 
syringe  is  then  to  be  filled  with  it,  and  injected 
into  the  passage,  either  of  the  female  or  male, 
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retaining  it  there  for  about  half  a minute,  after 
which,  the  external  parts  may  be  Wiished  with 
the  same  solution,  and  the  whole  finished  with 
washing  it  away  with  vvarm  water.  Cleanliness 
itself  will  also  have  a coiisiderable  effect,  in- 
dependent of  any  application  whatever ; and  of 
this  women  themselves,  who  are  engaged  in  pro- 
miscuous connexions  with  the  other  sex,  are 
well  convinced.  Covering  theglans  penis  with 
the  strong  mercurial  ointment  is  another  re- 
medy, if  applied  before  and  after  coition.  Lime 
water,  and  a solution  of  the  extract  of  lead,  has 
also  been  used  ; as  well  as  lemon  juice,  and 
diluted  spirits. 


SYRINGE. 

To  derive  the  full  advantages  of  this  topical 
application,  the  following  observations  must  be 
particularly  attended  to  : the  syringe  employed 
should  have  a short,  but  wide  pipe,  just  so  large’ 
that  its  point  will  easily  go  into  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra  ; by  the  adoption  of  this  shaped 
syringe,  we  avoid  two  disadvantages  of  no  in- 
ferior consequence  ; with  a small  pipe,  if  it  is 
not  perfectly  smooth,  the  operator  easily  wounds 
the  inside  of  the  urethra,  thereby  rendering  him- 
self liable  to  a tedious  ulceration  ; secondly,  the 
Injection,  instead  of  going  into  the  cavity  of  the 
■^urethra,  will,  in  proportion  as  the  piston  is  pres- 
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ser],  run  out  side  ways  through  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra.  If  the  piston  itself  does  not  apply 
closely  to  the  sides  of  the  syringe,  even  if  the 
pipe  is  not  sufficiently  large,  so  that  it  perfectly 
closes  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  the  injection 
will  regurgitate  between  the  piston  and  the 
syringe,  instead  of  entering  the  urethra  : and 
thus  the  individual  may  suppose  he  has  properly 
injected,  when  little  of  the  injection,  in  point  of 
fact,  has  entered  ; before  the  syringe  is  usech  the 
inside  should  be  besmeared  with  oil.  Prior  to 
using  the  injection,  the  patient  should  evacuate 
the  contents  of  the  bladder,  which  will  mate- 
rially assist  in  removing  any  mucus  that  may 
lodge  in  the  urethra,  so  that  the  injection  will 
at  once  be  applied  to  the  seat  of  the  disease.™ 
Gentle  means  are  always  to  be  preferred  in  every 
stage  of  the  disease,  therefore  the  lotion  should 
he  thrown  gently  up,  so  as  not  to  dilate  the 
urethra  too  much,  or  irritate  the  contiguous 
parts  : the  injection  should  be  retained  for  some 
minutes,  by  gently  closing  the  orifice  with  the 
fingers,  and  when  discharged,  the  patient  should 
avoid  making  water  for  some  time.  The  violent 
application  of  the  syringe  has  been  known  to 
produce  mortification.  On  the  appearance  of 
bubo,  as  well  as  any  sensation  of  pain  or  swell- 
ings in  the  testicles,  arising  from  the  use  of  the 
syringe,  it  must  be  laid  aside. 
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OF  GO  NOE  R HOE  A. 

It  must  be  remarked,  prior  to  giving  the  cha- 
racter of  gonorrhoea,  that  when  an  individual 
labours  under  any  species  of  this  disease,  he 
should  minutely  inform  his  medical  attendant 
whether  he  has  ever  been  injured  before  ; what 
character  it  then  assumed,  and  whether  it  was 
followed  by  phymosis,  stricture,  hernia,  humo- 
ralis,  or  any  common  effect  ; it  is  also  of  import- 
ance, that  he  should  state  whether  he  has  been 
affected  by  any  disease  of  the  lungs,  liver,  kid- 
nies,  or  bladder,  &c.  the  age,  habit,  and  tempera- 
ment must  also  be  added;  for  I am  of  opinion 
the  different  varieties  we  meet  with  in  every 
stage  of  this  disease  depends  more  on  the  con- 
stitution receiving  the  infection,  than  on  the 
mildness  or  malignity  of  the  virus  received  : and 
if  we  take  analogy  for  our  guide,  I am  correct  in 
niy  supposition  ; for  have  we  not  repeated  in- 
stances in  the  small-pox,  of  a bad  kind  arising 
from  good  pock. 

GonorrhcBa  is  the  effect  of  a morbihc  secre- 
tion, produced  by  the  absorption  of  a specific 
virus,  the  contagious  principle  of  which  is  it- 
self the  cause  of  its  continuance,  renderins:,  in 
scorbutic,  scrofulous,  and  debilitated  habits,  our 
mode  of  cure  tedious  and  difficult  : when  the 
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genito»urinary  passages  have  been  for  a time 
habituated  to  this  morbid  secretion,  it  then 
loses  its  contagions  action  in  the  assumption  of 
a chronic  one  ; in  fact,  gonorrhoea  is  a mere  in- 
flammation of  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
urethra,  the  symptoms  and  consequences  of 
which  obey  the  laws  of  similar  inflammation  of 
other  mucous  membranes,  since  circumstances 
of  constitution,  as  well  as  the  nature  andprogress 
of  diseases,  change  the  principles  of  cure. 

Gonorrhoea  commences  with  an  uneasy  sen- 
sation at  the  extremity  of  the  penis,  with  a great 
degree  of  fulness  at  the  opening  of  the  urethra ; 
the  increase  of  this  sensation  is  in  the  ratio  of  the 
virulence  of  the  svmntoms  tliat  attend  the  dis- 
charge,  and  the  aptitude  of  the  constitution  to 
receive  infection,  as  well  as  the  diluted  state  of 
the  matter  itself,  from  being  more  or  less  mixed 
with  iTiucus.  We  have  stated  this  disease  to 
arise  from  the  operation  of  a specific  matter,  act- 
ing on  a secreting  organ,  the  effect  of  which  is 
generally  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  and  which  locally  affects  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  whole  penis  ; the  inflammatory  ac- 
tion having  commenced,  the  sense  of  pain  be- 
comes more  acute,  and  is  referred  to  the  frsenum; 
a watery  discharge  flows  from  it,  and  becomes  a 
running  of  a whitish  or  yellow  matter  ; thus  the 
disease  becomes  daily  more  established,  and  a 
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number  of  facts  contribute  to  shew  us  the  apti- 
tude of  these  parts  for  inflammation. 

1 lie  period  of  its  appearance  is  generally 
from  four  to  eight  days  after  connexion,  though 
in  this  there  is  no  certain  rule  ; for  the  symp- 
toms will,  with  some  individuals,  discover 
themselves  so  early  as  twenty-four  hours,  and 
in  other  cases  not  for  the  distance  of  some 
weeks. 

The  discharge  occasionally  becomes  copious 
from  the  external  surface  of  the  glands,  or  from 
the  membrane  of  the  prepuce,  producing  some- 
times phymosis  or  paraphymosis ; an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  glands  of  the  groin  may  also  arise, 
from  the  irritation  which  constitutes  what  has 
acquired  the  name  of  sympathetic  bubo,  a name 
tiiat  neither  describes,  nor  can  he  described;  we 
know  the  lymphatic  glands  occasionally  become 
inflamed  by  irritation  ; for  in  a great  variety  of 
diseases,  they  swell  at  a remote  distance  from  the 
thoracic  duct  ; these  rarely  suppurate,  and  the 
pain  attending  them  is  trivial.  Mr.  Hunter  en- 
tertained the  idea,  that  a venereal  bubo  misfit 
originate  from  the  absorption  of  gonorrheal 
matter  ; such  cases  I have  not  seen.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  bubo,  I conceive  mercury 
necessary ; the  local  applications  are  leeches, 
and  the  following  solution,  with  which  the  part 
should  be  kept  moist : 
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Take  of  the  Muriate  of  Soda,  four  drachms. 

Spirit  of  W^ioe, 

Acetic  acid,  of  each  four  ounces. 

The  seat  of  the  discharge  is  at  first  not  above 
an  inch  and  a half  within  the  orifice  of  the  pas- 
sage, but  it  gradually  proceeds  upwards  as  the 
disease  gains  ground.  It  has  been  common  in 
descri^bing  this  afifection  to  divide  it  into  three 
stages  ; the  first  stage  is  marked  by  a trouble- 
some  itching  at  the  point  of  the  yard,  and  the 
orifice  open,  from  which  matter  can  be  pressed. 
These  appearances  are  succeeded  by  a swelling 
fulness  and  tightness  of  the  membrane  ; a sense 
of  heat  pervades  the  whole  passage,  which 
changes  to  acute  pain,  and  is  severe  on  making 
water,  producing  what  is  termed  scalding ; alono' 
with  these  feelings  in  the  part,  the  discharge  un- 
dergoes various  changes;  at  first  thin,  and  of  a 
yellowish  green  colour,  it  then  becomes  more 
viscid,  and  is  afterwards  tinged  wdth  blood  ; the 
penis  is  also  at  times  stiffened  through  its  whole 
extent,  or  erected  in  consequence  of  the  inflam- 
mation, producing  what  is  termed  chordeejvom 
the  irregular  contraction  or  curvature  of  its  under 
part.  This  circumstance  is  most  frequent  at 
night  when  warm  in  bed.  Along  wdth  these 
symptoms  of  the  part,  there  is  sometimes  felt  a 
general  uneasiness  in  the  loins,  testicles,  and 
bladder,  which  not  unfrequently  affects  the 
whole  of  the  lower  bellv.  I am  the  decided  ene^ 
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my  of  that  futile  and  childish  practice,  that 
would  leave  an  inflammatory  and  highly  conta- 
gious ilisease  to  exhaust  itself:  is  there  any  man 
possess^'  1 oi'  common  reason,  that  would  wish 
to  leave  a patient  labouring  under  the  small  pox 
to  tbe  operations  of  nature,  because  the  disease 
on  tlie  eleventh  day  would  run  its  course  ? If, 
during  tbe  period  he  is  waiting  for  this  salutary 
and  spontaneous  operation  of  nature,  the  disease 
runs  from  the  distinct  to  the  confluent  kind, 
where  would  his  temerity  place  him  ? The  same 
reason  that  would  induce  him  to  assist  nature 
by  art  here,  is  equally  applicable,  equally  ne- 
cessary in  every  stage  of  this  inflammatory  and 
infectious  disease  we  are  now  treating  upon  ; 
for  how  many  simple  gonorrhoea  have  we  known, 
for  want  of  that  attention,  produce  gleet,  stric- 
ture, and  all  the  irritating  and  distressing  symp- 
toms that  accompany  these  stages.  The  inten- 
sity of  these  symptoms,  I have  stated,  are  in  the 
direct  ratio  of  the  irritation  produced  in  the 
urethra,  and  the  local  as  well  as  the  universal 
sensibility  of  the  surrounding  parts  ; this  action 
is  clearly  elucidated  in.  every  case  of  swelled 
testicles,  inflammation  of  the  perineum,  and  at 
the  nt'ck  of  the  bladder;  it  is  also  requisite  to 
state,  that  some  habits  have  a peculiar  aptitude 
for  inflammation,  while  others  have  none:  and 
this  disposition  makes  one  of  the  essential  dif- 
ferences between  the  various  kinds  of  s-onorrhoea 
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that  arise,  as  far  as  re^^^rd  its  rapid  or  slow  pro- 
gp-ss.  In  the  first  stage  of  gonorrhoea,  an 
evident  dispositioii  exists  towarrls  irritabdiij 
and  intlammation,  therefore  an  an Jf)hdogislic 
plan  siiould  be  adopted.  I'liedi^'t  must  be  hgfit  ; 
barley-water,  chicken-broth,  &c.  diintc-d  vvioe, 
y/here  the  habit  has  been  accustomed  to  it,  may 
be 'taken  in  a small  quantity.  The  bowels  a‘e 
to  he  regularly  opened,  but  not  violently;  irn- 
merging  the  penis  in  warm  water  will  not  only 
abate  tiie  symptoms,  but  tend  to  keep  it  clean, 
an  object  of  importance,  and  by  which  mo^di 
future  inconvenience  may  be  avoided. 

We  shall  not  enter  into  the  various  methods 
which  have  been  attempted  for  curitg  this 
disease:  as  it  is  the  olqect  of  the  author  to 
point  out,  from  his  own  experience,  what  he  has 
found  most  successful.  From  the  symptouis  of 
inflammation  which  have  been  described,  the 
first  step  is  to  abate  the  inflammatory  state,  by 
opening  the  bowels  by  the  following  cooling 
draught. 

Take  of  Epsom  Salts,  half  an  ounce. 

Nitre,  twelve  grains. 

■Mint  v/ater,  two  ounces. 

To  be  taken  at  night.  After  the  operation  of 
this  medicine,  the  regubuMise  of  tlie  following 
remedy  is  tiien  to  be  begini,  if  the  stomach  wuil 
bear  it. 

Take  of  Balsam  of  Copaiba,  six  drachms. 


Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre,  twenty  drops. 

Tincture  of  Opium,  twelve  drops. 

Mix  ; mint  water  two  ounces,  and  of  this 
drauglit  let  one  he  taken  morning  and  evening. 

SliOuld  any  of  the  symptoms  resist,  this  prac- 
tice, particularly  the  chordee,  then  the  following 
ointment  is  to  be  rubbed  along  the  under  part  of 
the  loins. 

Take  of  ercnrial  Ointment,  one  ounce. 

Powdered  Opium  and  Camphor,  of  each  half 
a drachm. 

To  be  mixed  with  the  mercurial  ointment,  and 
the  whole  made  thin  by  the  addition  ofsweet  oil, 
so  as  to  form  a liniment  ; a little  of  this  to  be 
rubbed  once  or  twice  a day,  as  already  recom- 
mended. riannel  soaked  in  cold  water,  and 
put  round  the  penis,  will  also  remove  it;  and 
when  the  inflammation  is  very  great,  the  fol- 
lowing lotion,  used  the  same  as  the  water,  will 
relieve  : 

Take  one  drachm  of  Sulphate  of  Lead. 

One  drachm  of  the  Tincture  of  Opium. 

And  one  quart  of  Water. 

V/here  the  patient  is  late  in  applying  for  assist- 
ance, and  symptoms  of  strangury,  or  difficulty 
of  making  urine,  which  passes  only  in  drops, 
with  much  pain,  comes  on  ; in  this  case  the  in- 
flammation must  be  subdued  before  any  other 
plan  is  attempted.  If  the  pain  is  very  severe, 
and  the  patient  of  a plethoric  habit,  bleeding  will 
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be  necessary;  after  which  the  following  bolus 
may  be  taken,  provided  the  body  is  already 
open  ; and  if  not,  the  cooling  purge  formerly  re- 
commended may  precede  it : 

Take  of  Camphor,  four  grains. 

Purified  Opium,  two  grains. 

Conserve  of  Hips,  as  mucii  as  is  sufficient  to 
form  into  a bolus. 

Which  is  to  be  repeated  every  night,  till  the 
strangury  is  relieved  ; and  during  the  day  the 
following  powders  may  be  taken,  to  the  number 
of  three : 

Take  of  powdered  Gum  Acacia,  halfadrachm. 

Nitre,  eight  grains. 

Rhubarb,  six  grains. 

To  be  rubbed  into  powder,  with  a little  white 
sugar,  for  one  dose.  hen  the  strangury  is  re- 
lieved by  the  above  means,  then  the  plan  for- 
merly directed  must  be  had  recourse  to,  in  order 
to  complete  the  cure.  During  the  progress  of 
every  Clap,  an  attention  to  cleanliness  cannot  be 
too  much  recommended,  by  frequently  washing 
the  parts  with  lukewarm  milk  and  water,  to 
prevent  the  acrimony  of  the  discharge,  which  is 
apt  to  fret  the  skin  where  it  touches  ; and  to 
pi  event  this,  it  may  also  be  proper  to  cover  the 
point  of  the  penis  with  a small  bit  of  lint,  to  ab- 
soj  b the  matter.  Nor  is  regimen  to  be  consider- 
ed less  necessary  in  the  cure  of  the  Clap,  than 
the  other  heads  of  treatment ; every  thing  that 


14 


heats  and  stinriulates  the  body,  increases  the  in- 
flauHiiation  of  the  part,  and  promotes  the  dis- 
cbarp:e.  All  high  seasoned  foods  are  to  be 
strictly  avoided,  and  spirituous  liquors  of  ever}^ 
kind.  The  patient  should  confine  himself  to  a 
mild  nutritious  diet,  consisting  chiefly  of  vege- 
table matter,  in  the  form  of  pudding,  and  other 
light  dishes  ; and  when  animal  food  is  used,  it 
should  be  boiled  in  the  soluble  form.  The  drink 
should  consist  of  lemonade,  and  other  diluting 
beverage,  well  acidulated  with  vegetable  acid, 
or  cream  of  tartar.  This  restriction  of  diet  will 
be  more  necessary  in  the  first  stage  than  after- 
wards : as  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  abate, 
the  patient  may  indulge  with  a little  more  free- 
dom, but  should  still  be  cautious  to  avoid  ex- 
cess ; for  no  disease  is  so  apt  to  suffer  relapse 
from  irregularities  in  this  respect  as  Clap.  In 
enforcing  regimen,  some  regard  must,  however, 
be  paid  to  the  habit  and  constitution  of  the 
person.  Where  the  habit  is  delicate  and  nervous, 
the  restriction  recommended  would  be  apt  to 
affect  the  general  health,  therefore  it  cannot  be 
so  rigorously  enforced  ; it  must  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  patient  what  he  can  bear,  and 
in  these  cases  a due  medium  will  be  the  best 
rule.  If  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  injec- 
tions are  resorted  too,  they  should  be  very  weak, 
in  order  to  produce  their  effect  gradually.  If 
the  patient,  therefore,  is  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
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the  diseliarge,  he  mny  occasionally  use  a slight 
ii^jectioii,  of  the  following  form  : 

Take  of  Sulphate  of  Lead,  eight  grains. 
Sulphate  of  Zinc,  five  grains. 

Rose  v^ater,  eight  ounces. 

Tincture  of  Opium,  one  drachm. 

Mix  well  together  ; a little  is  to  be  put  into  a 
. tea-cup,  from  which  a syringe  is  to  be  fiiled,  and 
injected  five  or  six  times  a day,  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  patient.  In  injecting  it,  a 
linger  should  be  applied  on  each  side  the  orifice 
of  the  passage,  to  confine  the  point  of  the 
syringe,  and  prevent  the  fluid  escaping  ; and 
after  being  retained  a few  seconds,  the  instru- 
ment is  to  be  withdrawn.  The  effect  of  the  in- 
jection  will  shew  the  propriety  of  its  use  to  the 
patient  in  a day  or  two.  Some  men  have  im- 
bibed the  beastly  idea  that  the  best  way  to  get 
rid  of  a clap,  is  by  connection  with  a healthy 
woman  ; the  criminality  and  stupidity  of  such  a 
notion  is  apparent,  when  we  consider  the  nature 
and  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  can  only  arise 
from  want  of  information  on  this  point. 

ox  FEMALE  GONORRHCEA. 

The  symptoms  of  Clap  in  both  sexes  are 
much  the  same  ; but  from  the  different  forma- 
tion of  the  parts,  and  the  urine  not  being  dis- 
charged by  the  same  passage  which  forms  the 


seat  of  disease  in  men,  they  are  not  apt  to  arise 
to  the  same  violence.  Clap  is,  therefore,  with 
them,  a milder  disease,  the  principal  symptom  is 
the  discharge  ; which  is,  however,  more  apt  to 
excoriate  and  fret  the  surrounding  skin,  than  it 
does  in  men  : the  disease  is  also  more  difficult 
to  cure.  An  attention  to  this  difference  is  all 
that  is  necessary  to  the  cure  : in  regulating  the 
treatment,  the  same  plan  already  directed  must 
be  put  in  practice.  It  may  even  be  assisted  by 
the  use  of  injections  : the  best  ofwhicii,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  appearance  of  any  stain  on  the 
linen,  which  might  detect  the  complaint,  is  a 
strong  infusion  of  green  tea ; an  application 
which  most  women  themselves  know.  In  using 
it,  it  should  be  very  frequently  employed  ; and 
in  order  to  be  successful,  the  patient  must  place 
herself  in  a proper  position  with  her  breech  well 
elevated,  and  the  syringe  should  be  very  broad 
pointed,  so  as  accurately  to  fill  the  passage,  and 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  liquor  till  it  has  reach- 
ed every  part  of  the  seat  of  the  disease.  So  mild 
has  this  complaint  often  been  known  in  the  fe- 
male, that  a woman  has  given  the  infection  for 
years  to  those  who  have  cohabited  with  lier, 
while  no  symptoms  of  it  appeared,  or  were  even 
knowm  to  her.  In  every  female  case  of  lues 
venerea,  mercury  alone  ought  to  be  depended 
upon,  because  we  eamiot  positively  determine 
the  source  of  the  disease  ; it  may  be  only  a go- 


17 


norrbcsal  discharge,  but  in  case  a concealed 
chancre  existed,  such  a circumstance  would  ma- 
terially injure  the  patient,  while,  by  treating  it 
as  syphilis,  we  are  sure  to  meet  the  disease. 

Under  this  fiead,  I shall  take  the  opportunity 
of  referring  to  a suhjr^'ct  delicate  and  interesting 
iii  its  inquiry;  for,  in  the  course  of  this  treatise, 
every  serous  or  pyriform  discharge  from  the  ure- 
thra and  glans  penis  of  men,  and  the  vagina  of 
women,  connected  with  this  disease,  will  be 
treated  upon  under  their  separate  heads.  In 
conformity  to  this  arrangement,  we  shall  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  nature  of  a discharge 
married  men  occasionally  labour  under,  thecha- 
racter  of  which  is  somewhat  doubtful  ; prior  to 
our  description  of  this  species  of  gonorrhcea,  I 
will  endeavour  to  distinguish  the  nature  of  two 
discharges,  which  have  not  only  been  confound- 
ed with  the  one  [am  about  to  describe,  but  even 
with  syphilitic  gonorrhoea  and  chronic  gleet ; I 
allude  to  the  discfiarges  that  arise  in  consequence 
of  ulceration  of  the  bladder  and  kidnies.  Re- 
specting the  symptoms  of  the  first  disease,  they 
certainly  bear  a very  near  affinity  to  virulent 
gotioiThma,  and  require  a most  accurate  atten- 
tion ; for  the  heat  of  urine,  the  painful  micturi- 
tion, strangury,  weight,  and  sense  of  pain  in  the 
perinaeurn,  and  long  continuance  of  the  com- 
plaint, are  very  much  the  same:  the  distinctive 
sign  of  ulcaration,  upon  which  alone  our  opinion 
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can  be  formed,  is  so  clear  as  to  leave  ns  little  to 
do,  respecting  the  formation  of  our  ideas  on  such 
a case  ; for  in  whatever  respect  these  symptoms 
may  correspond,  it  is  certain,  that  the  discharge 
in  tliis  disease  never  appears  but  mixed  with 
the  urine,  whereas,  in  every  other  species,  it  in- 
variably flows  gradually  from  the  urethra,  whe- 
ther the  sphincter  of  the  bladder  is  dilated  or 
not ; if  it  proceed  from  the  kidnies,  the  case  is 
more  clear,  for  with  the  symptom  just  described, 
pain  and  weight  are  felt  in* the  region  of  the 
loins  ; together  with  these,  the  symptoms  of  in- 
flammation appear,  and  these  are  felt  before  the 
urine  deposits  any  mucus  ; and  when  the  dis- 
charge is  discovered,  the  lacerating  pain  still  re- 
mains ; the  mucus  thus  parted  with,  in  both 
cases,  is  always  foetid,  thick,  and  slimy:  some- 
times we  see  with  it,  a slimy  sediment,  and  at 
others  calculous  fragments  are  deposited.  Hav- 
ing pointed  out  the  only  signs  by  which  we  are 
to  be  guided,  respecting  the  nature  of  the  disease 
in  question,  I shall  now  proceed  to  delineate 
the  character  of  the  gonorrhoea  I have  classed 
under  this  head.  This  class  of  gonorrhoea  ap- 
pears to  arise  from  a spontaneous  effort  of  na- 
ture, to  get  rid  of  that  which  is  obnoxious  to 
the  constitution  ; for,  though  it  is  accompanied, 
in  some  cases,  by  painful  excoriation  of  the  pre- 
puce and  glans  penis,  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  urethra  partakes  of  no  inflammatory  action, 
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yet  the  miical  dischvarge  is  somewhat  profuse, 
and  the  patient  feels  at  a loss  to  account  for  this 
state  of  disease,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  wife  is 
snspected,  who  always  labours  under  a similar 
one.  It  is  ditiicult  to  determine  the  specific 
character  of  this  disease;  for  though  w^e  have  it 
in  our  power  to  draw  a very  distinct  line  be- 
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tween  the  mucal  discharges  of  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  urethra  and  vagina,  and  those  of 
the  bladder  and  kidnies,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine the  specific  nature  of  them  ; for,  in 
every  disease  of  the  urethra  or  vagina,  there  is  a 
certain  class  of  symptoms  they  have  in  common 
with  each  other,  and  which,  being  governed  by 
a peculiar  degree  of  irritation,  depending  in  a 
great  measure  on  the  influence  that  irritation  has 
on  the  sensibility  of  the  neighbouring  parts, 
places  us  in  a state  of  uncertainty  respecting 
their  actual  character  : the  moral  conduct  of  the 
individuals  must  have  some  share  in  our  deci- 
sion. Under  these  circumstances,  let  us  inquire 
what  paiticular  symptoms  mark  the  female,  ft 
will  be  found,  our  patient  complains  of  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  uterus,  and  around  the  loins, 
with  very  great  decrepitude,  and  extreme  low- 
ness  of  spirits  ; where  the  chastity  of  the  parties 
cannot  be  doubted,  where  the  usual  S3^mptoms 
of  gonorrhoea  have  not  appeared,  and  other  cor- 
responding circumstances  coimu’de,  we  are  as- 
suredly  justified  in  considering  this  disease  of  a 
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mere  local  nature,  arising  from  a certain  state  of 
irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  va- 
gina, and  which,  by  contact,  produces  a similar 
disease  in  the  urethra.  As  all  classes  of  this 
affection  require  a diligent  inquiry,  we  must  en- 
deavour to  know  whether  this  mucal  appearance 
was  preceded  by  any  of  the  causes  of  simple  go- 
norrhoea, at  what  period,  and  in  what  character 
it  made  its  first  entry  ? The  discharge  too  claims 
our  serious  attention,  for  if  it  be  of  a more  slimy 
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and  yellow  nature  than  that  of  gonorrhoea,  we 
may  conclude  it  is  not  combined  with  syphilis; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  this  sign,  if  the  hus- 
band^s  symptoms  disappear  in  a few  days,  we 
may  rest  content  with  our  decision.  With  the 
female,  however,  this  disappearance  is  not  so 
rapid  ; for  to  produce  such  a disease,  the  vagina, 
and  the  neighbouring  parts,  must  have  acquired 
a great  degree  of  acrimony  ; perhaps  a cancerous  * 
state  of  the  uterus  may  be  suspected  : whatever 
unfortunate  cause  may  have  produced  these 
anomalous,  debilitating,  and  harassing  affec- 
tions, which  too  frequently  give  unfounded  sus- 
picion, in  practical  importance,  is  of  no  conse- 
quence ; for  as  long  as  the  mucal  discharge  con- 
tinues, our  mode  of  treatment  must  be  directed 
to  the  destruction  of  that  discharge.  All  affec- 
tions of  the  generative  organs  display  a numerous 
variety  of  these  kinds  of  discharges,  which,  in  a 
great  degree,  depend  on  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
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individual,  and  on  the  character  of  the  existing 
epidemic  of  the  constitution,  and  which  re  quire 
different  modes  of  treatment,  the  grand  o'-Ject  of 
which  is  to  restore  the  generative  organs  to  their 
pristine  vigor. 

PHYMOSIS  AND  PARAPHYMOSIS. 

I shall  merely  state  what  is  meant  by  these 
terms,  then  proceed  to  their  treatment. 

Phymosis  is  an  inflammatory  swelling  of  the 
pr6])uo0,  arising  from  the  same  causes  as  para-* 
phymosis,  occurring  to  such  a degree  of  inflam- 
mation, as  to  render  it  impossible  to  draw  the 
prepuce  behind  the  glans, 

Paraphymosis  is  a retraction  and  swelling  of 
the  praopntium  penis  behind  the  glans  penis,  so 
as  to  produce  stricture  ; the  praeputium  be- 
comes very  painful,  and  assumes  a purple  or 
leaden  colour,  so  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  over 
the  glans,  owing  to  too  great  a fulness  of  the 
parts.  This  swelling  is  occasioned  by  the  irri- 
tation produced  from  the  matter  of  gonorrhoea 
or  chancre  ; sometimes  it  is  connate,  at  others 
it  depends  upon  an  anasarcous  swelling  of  the 
scrotum  and  penis. 

Of  all  diseases  to  which  the  penis  is  subject, 
I know  none  more  formidable  than  these,  or 
more  rapid  in  their  progress,  for  they  too  fre- 
quently terminate  in  the  loss  of  a part,  or  ot  tlie 
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entire  penis,  in  the  niocle  of  practice  that 
ought  to  be  pursued  here,  practitioners  have  been 
divided  ; some  have  recommended  mercury, 
whde  others  have  equally  condemned  it.  John 
Hunter,  to  whom  vve  must  all  look  up  with  ve- 
neration, has  left  the  question  totally  undecided. 

1 lay  It  down  as  an  invariable  rule,  that  in  the 
actual  presence  of  inflammation,  attended  with 
ulceration,  phymosis  ought  to  be  considered  as 
an  accidental  disease,  completely  independent 
of  the  original  virus,  which  only  here  can  be 
considered  as  predisposing  the  penis  to  an  ac- 
tion  of  remote  causes.  The  bark  and  the  red 
wine  will  alone  stop  its  progress,  united  to  the 
usual  mode  of  abating-  inflainmation  ; cold  lo- 
tions, fomentations,  injections  of  warm  fluids 
betwe^m  the  prepuce  and  glans,  &c.  Where 
the  tendency  to  plethora  is  great,  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm  will  tend  con- 
siderably to  abate  the  inflammatory  action  : the 
following  draught  ought  also  to  he  taken  night 
and  mornins:. 

^ Tartarisated  Antimony,  one  grain. 

Gum  Opium,  one  grain  and  a half. 

Tincture  of  Bark,  two  drachms. 

Infusion  of  Roses,  one  ounce. 

V itriolic  Acid,  ten  drops. 

A poultice  of  carrots  to  be  applied  every  six 
hours,  until  the  inflammation  is  abated.  Where 
inilammation  alone  exists,  a sedative  lotion  may 
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remove  it ; and  when  the  inflammation'has  sub- 
sided, and  the  wound  assumes  a more  healthy 
action,  a mercurial  course  may  be  begun,  half  a 
drachm  to  be  rubbed  in  each  night.  In  all  ve- 
nereal cases  i prefer  the  introduction  ot  mercury 
bv  this  mode,  and  I am  well  convinced  that  less 
injury  is  done  to  the  constitution  by  it,  and  that 
its  effects  are  more  certain,  and  this  ought  to  be 
continued  till  the  mouth  is, well  affected  ; when, 
till  the  chancre  heals,  the  alterative  course  may 
be  begun. 

This  mode  of  practice  is  adapted  to  both  these 
slates  of  inflammation;  paraphymosis  is  of  a 
more  alarming  nature  than  the  other,  and  often 
puts  the  patient’s  life  in  danger  ; practitioners 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  plan  that  is  to 
be  pursued  in  cases  of  surgical  operation  to  re- 
quire information  here,  and  the  condition  of  the 
parts  are  too  seriously  affected  to  be  left  to  the 
guidance  of  the  patient  ; therefore,  in  every  in- 
flammation of  the  penis,  the  patient  ought  in- 
stantly to  apply  for  medical  aid  ; and  where  se- 
rious injury  arises,  the  patient  has  generally  only 
to  thank  himself  for  his  own  negligence. 

CHANCRE. 

We  must  always  bear  in  recollection,  that 
chancres  never  disappear  spontaneously,  but 
are  invariably  followed  by  the  constitutional 
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s3^mptoms  of  syphilis:  indeed  chancre  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  features  that  constitute 
the  character  ot  syphilitic  aifections,  and  is 
probably  the  only  real  origin  of  tiie  product, 
which  propagates  this  disease  by  contact  : its 
seat  is  various,  sometimes  on  the  glans  penis, 
the  prepuce,  the  fraenum,  the  scrotuni,  and  the 
inons  veneris.  In  females,  the  n^nriplne,  clitoris, 
vagina,  and  os  uteri  are  its  seat;  lienee  the  con- 
tagious matter  ot  chancre,  sooner  or  later,  enters 
the  system  by  the  absorbent  vessels,  inflaming 
the  glands  it  passes  through,  and  thus  mixes 
with  the  whole  mass  of  the  blood,  if  not  timely 
checked  by  medicine. 

Chancre  is  an  ulcer  on  the  outer  skin,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  application  of  venereal  matter. 
This  ulcer  shows  no  disposition  to  heal : it  be- 
comes thickened  at  its  base,  and  its  inflamma- 
tion extends  : the  time,  at  which  it  makes  its 
appearance,  is  three  to  tour  da^^s  after  infection, 
though  it  is  often  as  ear  ly  as  twenty-four  hours, 
and  on  other  occasions  it  shows  itself  at  the 
distance  of  some  weeks  ; it  is  preceded  by  a 
sense  of  itching  in  the  part,  and  its  seat  is  most 
commonly  within  the  foreskin  or  on  the  nut, 
though  every  part  exposed  to  infection  may  be 
equally  occupied  by  it.  Persons  subject  to 
fis^res  of  the  foreskin,  are  particularly  liable  to 
the  complaint,  and  can  hardly  escape  the  infec- 
tion when  exposed  to  it.  The  constitution  cf 
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the  person  determines  much  the  appearance  and 
pro  grass  of  the  sore  in  chancre  ; if  it  shews  a 
strong  tendency  to  spread,  and  assumes  an  un- 
favourable aspect  under  the  use  of  mercury,  then 
it  is  a coffipiaint  highly  alarming.  1 he  most 
striking  difference  chancre  assumes  arises  from 
its  slow  or  rapid  progress. 

On  the  appearance  of  chancre,  if  it  be  in  its 
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primitive  character,  the  first  step  should  be  to 
destroy  It  l y the  application  of  lunar  caustic 
(fixed  in  the  end  of  a quill),  which  should  be  ^ 
applied  to  all  the  diseased  surface,  and  carried 
even  somewhat  beyond  it.  This  application  is 


to  be  renewed  as  soon  as  the  diseased  slough 


after  its  appearance  ; when  it  exceeds  that  time, 


appears  healthy  and  free  from  disease ; but  this  ^ 
practice  applies  only  where  the  chancre  is  dis- 
covered early,  or  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours 


there  is  always  danger  of  part  of  the  matter  being 
w conveyed  from  the  ulcer  into  the  body,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  use  internal  medicines,  to 


guard  against  any  future  effects  it  may  produce. 
The  following  form  of  inrernai  medicine  will 
secure  the  constitution  against  the  effects  of 
absorption,  an  object  of  the  first  imporrance  in 
every  stage  of  this  insidious  disease  ; for  in  most 
cases  it  is  uncertain  to  say,  whether  absorption 
has,  or  has  not  taken  place,  and  of  course 
it  follows  that  we  ought  to  give  mercury  in- 
ternally. 
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Take  of  Submuriate  of  Mercury  prepared,  one 
drachm. 

Crude  Opium,  half  a drachm. 

Tartarisated  Antimony,  four  grains. 

Conserve  of  Hips,  a quantity  sufficient  to 
form  a mass, 

which  is  to  be  divided  into  sixty  pills,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Where 
medicine,  in  the  form  of  pills,  is  disliked,  it  may 
be  taken  with  equal  advantage  in  the  form  of 
drops  : as. 

Take  of  Oxymuriate  of  Mercury,  three  grains. 

Syrup  of  Saffron,  one  drachm. 

Tincture  of  Antimony,  two  drachms. 

Spirits  of  Wine,  one  ounce. 

Dissolve  the  mercury  in  the  spirits  of  wine.  Of 
this  mixture,  let  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  be 
taken  in  a glass  of  wine  and  water  every  morn- 
ing, Either  of  these  medicines  should  be  con- 
tinued for  some  time  after  the  appearance  of  the 
chancre  is  removed,  and  the  infection  apparently 
eradicated.  Should  both  these  forms  of  me- 
dicine disagree  with  the  patient  from  a delicate 
state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  then  the  me- 
dicine must  be  introduced  by  the  skin  in  the 
form  of  unction  ; for  this  purpose,  let  half  a 
drachm  to  a drachm  of  common  blue  ointment 
be  rubbed  in  every  night  upon  the  inside  of  the 
thigh,  occasionally  changing  from  one  thigh  to 
the  other,  to  prevent  excoriation.  But  where 
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the  ehanere  h 'S  appeared  for  some  time,  presents 
a large  surface,  and  has  evidently  tainted  the 
hahit,  then  the  application  of  the  caustic  will 
not  destroy  the  disease,  and  other  local  forms 
will  he  more  effectual.  These  forms  may  either 
consist  of  an  ointment  or  wash;  the  ointment 
most  commonly  employed  is  the  red  precipitate, 
or  calomel. . which  is  as  follows  : 

Take  Nitric  Oxyd  of  Mercury,  ten  grains. 

Spermaceti  Cerate,  half  an  oum-e. 

Let  the  precipitate  or  calomel  be  rubbed  on  a 
marble  slab,  with  a small  quantity  of  oil,  till 
they  are  well  blended  ; then  add  the  spermaceti 
ointment.  With  this  ointment  the  sore  is  to  be 
dressed,  by  spreading  a little  on  a piece  of  lint. 
If  the  chancre  is  not  situated  on  the  external 
surface,  but  within  the  foreskin,  it  may  be 
touched  with  a little  of  the  ointment  by  means 
of  a hair  pencil.  This  ointment  the  author  has 
found  more  eiiicacious  than  most  others  ; and 
though  a great  variety  are  in  use,  it  would  only 

confuse  to  insert  more.  But  in  ntanv  cases  of 

%/ 

chancre,  as  ointments  or  oily  applications  dis- 
agree with  the  skin,  the  form  of  a wash  is  found 
a preferable  application.  The  best  wash  the 
autlior  has  found  to  be  a solution  of  caustic,  as 
follows  : 

Take  of  Nitrite  of  Silver,  eight  grains. 

Rose  water,  eight  ounces. 

Mix  them  till  the  caustic  is  dissolved  ; then 
wash  the  chancre  with  a little  of  it  three  or  four 
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times  a day.  When  a mercurial  wash  is  pre- 
ferred. the  corrosive  solution  serves  very  well,  of 
the  following  strength  : 

Take  of  Cxymuriate  of  Mercury,  twelve 

grains. 

Lime  Water,  eight  ounces. 

Mix  th'^m  together;  to  be  used  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  former.  In  women,  chancres 
show  much  the  same  appearance-  as  they  do  in 
men  ; but  from  the  different  structure  of  the 
parts,  as  wom^m  expose  a greater  extent  ot  sur- 
face than  men  for  infection,  chancres  in  them 
are  apt  to  be  more  numerous,  and  it  is  als(»  more 
difficult  to  apply  dressings;  their  cure,  there- 
fore, must  be  trusted  more  to  internal  medicines 
than  external  applications  ; and  of  the  latter  the 
form  of  wash  will  suit  them  best.  The  cure  of 
chancres,  in  general,  do  not  exceed  from  three 
weeks  to  a month  ; during  that  time  the  mouth 
should  be  kept  slightly  affected  by  the  internal 
medicines,  or  the  gums  show  that  red  or  slight 
inflammatory  state  which  marks  the  proper  ac- 
tion of  the  remedy.  It  is  only  by  absorption,  or 
forming  a chancre,  th^t  the  venereal  poison  is 
introduced  into  the  body  ; which  is  termed  its 
primary  action  i under  certain  circumstances, 
the  matter  of  clap  and  pox  give  rise  to  different 
symptoms,  which  are  generally  described  as  the 
consequences  of  this  primary  action  of  the 
poison. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  attempt  to  cure  ^ 
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this  stage  as  early  as  possible  ; and  had  I my 
choice,  1 certainly  should  destroy  the  venereal 
virus  by  mercurial  friction  ; but  when  this  can- 
not be  submitted  to,  the  mode  directed  above 
must  be  complied  with,  accoroing  to  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  the  patient:  the  month 
ought  early  to  be  affected,  for  by  it  you  correct 
the  virulence  of  the  poison,  and  by  exciting  irri- 
tation in  a different  part,  stop  the  progress  of  in- 
flammation round  the  gians  penis  ; should  the 
prepuce  slough,  bark  ought  to  be  conjoined  with 
the  mercury,  and  the  parts  kept  clean  by  apply- 
ing a linseed  poultice  every  four  hours  : ii  dui- 
ing  the  separation  of  the  parts,  haemorrhage 
comes  on,  it  ought  not  to  be  prematurely  stop- 
ped, for  it  is  a salutary  effort  of  nature  to  relieve 
berseif ; bark,  not  opium,  is  here  to  be  depended 
upon,  and  whose  operation  I would  invariably 
assist  by  small  doses  of  tartar  emetic.  1 here  is 
not  one  effect  of  this  disease  so  singularly  pe- 
culiar to  itself  as  this,  and  when  it  has  once  ap- 
peared, we  are  to  consider  general  infection  as 
having  actually  taken  place  : tor  if  we  flatter 
ourselves  the  complaint  is  here  merely  local,  and 
the  constitution  not  yet  contaminated,  we  should 
place  too  firm  a reliance  on  hypothetical  reason- 
ing, as  1 will  venture  to  affirm,  in  opposition  to 
an  established  axiom  of  a celebrated  teacher, 
that  we  never  can  distinguish  with  certainty,  a 
venereal  pimple  from  one  which  is  not  so ; 


so 


therefore  I holfl  it  as  on  invariable  practice  to 
treat  such  pimples  as  venereal  ones,  and  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  vve  shaii  be  correct. 

But  in  our  endeavour  to  destroy  the  snecific 
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action  of  chancre,  it  is  necessary  to  consider, 
that  the  suhsequent  accidents  that  attend  it,  can 
only  be  cured  by  a mode  peculiar  to  themselves, 
having  been  prodiu’ed  by  a cause  completely  op- 
posite to  the  specific  virus;  and  tliese  accideijts 
become  tedious  to  get  rid  of,  not  irom  the  na- 
ture of  their  cause,  or  the  pernicious  character 
they  acquire,  but  in  fact,  in  compliance  with  the 
debilitated  state  of  the  patient,  which  does  not 
allow  the  organic  principle  to  make  the  neces- 
sary effort  for  healing.  When  chancre  has  Ions* 
continued,  it  loses  its  contagious  cljaracter.  and  ‘ 
exhibits  a form  more  consonanT to  the  subse- 
quent stage,  and  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a fivour- 
able  crisis,  we  must  pursue  a line  of  treatment 
complelely  opposite  to  that  that  influenced  us 
in  its  primary  one;  for  here  we  have  the  viral 
energy  to  restore,  hence  a reference  to  the  first 
cause,  can  be  of  no  avail  : for  in  this  division  of 
the  disease,  I am  lead  to  believe  the  syphilitic 
action  has  altogether  departed  ; and  the  chronic 
affections  that  arise  are  encreased  and  confirmed 
by  the  continuance  of  the  mercury:  for  when 
chancre  has  arrived  at  that  stage,  when  it  ceases 
to  be  influenced  by  the  syphilictic  energv,  it 
then  becomes  a passive,  not  active  ulcer,  and 
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exhibits  an  action  similar  to  that  which  takes 
place  in  old  ulcers  of  the  legs.  Chancre  is  a 
positive  external  symptom  of  a diseased  action, 
and  Mr.  Hunter  unequivocally  maintains,  in  all 
cases  of  chancres,  mercury  must  be  given,  and 
continued  for  some  period  after  it  has  healed. — 
In  these  indolent  chancres,  healthy  granulations 
may  occasionally  be  induced,  by  the  immersion 
of  the  penis  in  warm  water,  twice  or  three  times 
a dav,  with  a restorative  diet. 

BUBO. 


Bubo  is  a swelling,  or  increase  of  an  absor- 
bent gland,  in  the  groin  or  axilla,  arising  from 
the  absorption  of  the  venereal  matter,  and  is  ge- 
nerally preceded  by  chancre.  The  infection, 
when  the  sore  is  not  immediately  destroyed,  is 
conveyed,  through  the  vessels  that  open  into  it, 
to  the  first  glands  in  their  course,  which  are 
those  of  the  groin. 

When  this  peculiar  disposition  exists,  a point 
of  irritation  is  soon  observed  to  be  developed  in 
the  gland,  which  tumifies,  and  gradually  be- 
comes indurated  ; in  size,  it  resembles  the  ap- 
pearance of  a kidney  bean,  and  in  colour  that  of 
lead.  As  the  swelling  increases,  it  becomes 
painful,  and  the  person  walks  with  difficulty  ; 
the  skin  over  it  becomes  red  and  inflamed,  ris- 
ing into  a tumour,  with  a good  deal  of  throbbing 
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and  pulsation  in  it  ; in  the  course  of  a week  or 
ten  days,  it  becomes  often  larger  than  a pullet’s 
CGfar.  Tlie  infection  which  occasions  bubo,  ge- 
nerally  takes  place  in  the  first  stage  of  a chancre, 
or  in  eight  or  ten  days  after  its  first  appearance. 
The  inflammation  in  the  elands  would  seem,  as 


it  were,  a temporary  effbiXQf  the  coi^titutionj;o 
resist  the  farther  progress_Qf  the  poison.  1 n some 
cases  the  infection  has  been  known  to  pass  into 
the  habit,  without  the  appearance  of  chancre, 
and  the  infection  from  chancre  may  also  be  car- 

body,  without  any  bubo,  orsweU 
" of  the  groin  being  formed,  as  the  whole  ves- 

sels  arising  from  the  parts  of  generation  do  not 
constantly  p^ss  through  the  glands  of  the  groin. 

Bubo  is  very  frequently  produced  by  irritate 
ing  applications  to  a chancre,  which  renders  the 
vessels  more  active  aud  more  fit  for  absorption  ; 


for  bubo  and  chancre  intimately  depend  on  the 


state  of  the  individual’s  constitution.  The  treat- 
ment of  bubo  is  a point  that  often  requires  much 
judg  ment  : like  every  other  glandular  swelling, 
it  either  subsides  without  breaking  the  skin,  or 


it  comes  to  a head,  and  discharges  a quantity  of 
matter  by  the  skin  of  the  part  giving  v/ay.  it 
has  often  been  disputed  whether  it  is  better  to 
make  it  subside  witliout  breaking  the  skin,  or  to 


bring  it  to  a head,  when  an  ulcer  is  attervvaids 
left  10  be  healed.  In  this  stage,  it  exeibiis  nu- 
merous varieties,  depending  on  the  disposition 
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^nd  habits  of  the  patient,  and  on  the  rapid  or 
slow  progress  it  has  already  made.  I should  in 
all  cases  rather  wish  bubo  not  to  suppurate,  for 
in  general  it  prolongs  the  disease,  without  of- 
fering any  advantage  to  counterbalance  it,  and  a 
chronic  ulcer  may  be  induced  ; this  point  how- 
ever must  be  left  in  a great  measure  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  patient.  If  the  patient  discovers 
a strong  healthy  habit  of  body,  and  the  swelling 
shews  symptoms  of  active  inflammation,  the 
best  method  is  then  to  bring  it  to  a head,  and 


this  will  take  place  very  quickly  ; the  sore  that 
succeeds,  will  be  trifling,  it  will  heal  up  in  the 
cou  rse  of  a few  days,  and  the  patient  is  then  sen- 
sible  he  is,  in  the  end,  thoroughly  well,  without 
any  risk  ot  the  disease  re-appearing  at  a future 
period  : but  where,  on  the  contrary,  the  patient 
discovers  a weakly  constitution,  and  there  is 
suspicion  of  some  hereditary  taint,  as  a scrofu- 
lous disposition,  then  the  swelling  should  be 
made  to  subside  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the 
breaking  of  the  skin  not  endangered,  from  the 
^y  li  V u leer  would  prove  troublesome 
in  toe  [sealing,  and  the  health  of  the  patient 
might  iiiaterially  suffer  under  the  long  discharge 
that  would  necessarily  ensue  ; at  the  same  time. 


it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  all  cases  of  the  sub- 
siding of  bubo,  some  small  hard  knots  generally 
remain,  which  resist  the  action  of  the  remedies 
employed,  and  lengthen  out  also  the  period  of 
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the  cure ; besides,  it  cannot  be  absolutely  de- 
termined, but  some  lurking  venereal  disposition 
may  be  concealed  in  those  hard  knots,  and  oc- 
casion the  disease  to  break  out  again.  Having 
thus  settled  the  mode  of  treatment,  it  is  next 
proper  to  state  what  is  to  be  done,  where  the 
swelling  is  to  be  dispersed,  without  coming  to 
a head.  The  first  point,  in  all  cases  of  bubo,  or 
swelling  of  the  groin,  is  to  begin  the  use  of  mer- 
cury, and  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  as  active 
as  possible  on  the  part,  it  should  be  made 
to  pass  through  the  seat  of  the  disease : it 
should  therefore  be  introduced  by  unction,  in 
the  manner  formerly  stated  under  chancre,  by 
being  rubbed  every  night,  in  the  quantity  of 
half  a drachm  to  a drachm,  upon  the  thigh  of 
the  affected  side,  and  if  the  skin  should  become 
fretted,  the  rubbing  from  the  surface  should  be 
changed  to  the  calf  of  the  leg,  or  any  part  of  the 
extremity  not  affected.  Much  attention  of  the 
patient  is  necessary  to  conduct  the  rubbing  pro- 
perly : it  should  be  steadily  and  regularly  per- 
severed in,  and  not  less  than  twenty  minutes 
consumed  at  a time  in  doing  it,  in  order  that  the 
remedy  may  be  completely  introduced  into  the 
skin  ; along  with  this  treatment,  the  subduing 
symptoms  of  inflammation  is  not  to  be  neglect- 
ed ; when  there  is  much  inflammation,  the  ap- 
pliration  of  leeches  may  be  made  ; a spare  diet 
should  be  strictly  adhered  to,  and  the  bowels 


kept  regular  by  the  use  of  cooling  purgatives, 
Such  as  were  formerly  recommended  under  the 
head  of  gonorrhcea.  Kest  will  also  form  an 
essential  part  of  the  treatment,  as  every  motion 
of  the  body  affects  the  part : it  is  also  common 
to  apply  a plaster  over  the  swelling,  and  this 
may  be  done  so  soon  as  some  appearance  of 
subsiding  takes  place  ; the  plaster  commonly 
used  is  as  follows  : Take  of  the  common  mer- 
curial plaster  spread  on  leather,  of  a proportion 
cut  somewhat  larger  than  the  size  of  the  swel- 
ling: the  skin  over  the  swelling  should  be  first 
shaved,  and  rubbed  with  mercurial  ointment, 
that  the  plaster  may  apply  closer,  and  it  should* 
be  cut  in  the  edges,  to  make  it  firmly  adhere.— 
If  the  swelling  gives  much  pain,  an  opiate  may 
be  given  to  abate  it,  and  the  form  noticed  under 
the  head  of  Swelled  Testicles,  will  answer  the 
purpose  ; m this  manner  the  plan  of  treatment 
is  to  be  conducted,  and  the  unction  of  the  mer- 
cury continued  for  some  time  after  all  morbid 
appearances  are  gone,  which  cannot  be  less  than 
five  or  six  weeks.  But  when  an  opposite  ter- 
mination of  the  disease  is  wanted,  or  the  swel- 
ling is  to  be  brought  to  a head,  then  the  pro- 
ceedings must  be  directed  to  increase,  instead  of 
diminishing  the  inflammation  of  the  part.  For 

this  purpose,  the  application  cf  a warm  poultice 
will  be  proper,  which  should  be  renewed  occa- 
sionally through  the  day:  the  poultice  may  be 
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made  in  the  following  manner  : Take  a sufficient 
quantity  of  the  soft  of  bread,  and  soak  it  in  boil- 
ing water  for  a few  minutes,  gently  pressing  off 
the  superfluous  fluid ; then  beat  it  to  a pulp, 
and  add  as  much  linseed  meal  as  will  render  the 
whole  somewhat  tenacious  : it  should  be  spread 
on  linen  cloth,  about  the  thickness  of  a quarter 
of  an  inch  ; it  is  to  be  retained  in  its  place  by  a 
bandage  put  round  the  waist,  and  another 
brought  between  the  thighs  ; or  still  better,  by 
the  common  suspensory  bandage,  which  may  be 
had  of  all  the  truss-makers.  The  medicine  is  to 
be  continued  in  the  same  manner  as  where  the 
subsiding  is  to  take  pl#e ; but  as  the  mode  of 
introducing  it  is  of  less  consequence  here,  it  may 
be  made  as  easy  as  possible  for  the  patient.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  the  unction,  the  mercury  may  . 
be  introduced  internally,  either  in  the  lorm  of 
pills  or  drops,  as  formerly  recommended  under 
chancre.  Instead  of  a spare  diet  enjoiued  above, 
full  living  will  hasten  the  maturation  of  the  tu- 
mour, and  may  therefore  be  indulged  in.  Opiates 
will  also  be  .necessary,  where  the  state  of  pain 
requires  it,  and  the  form  already  describeo,  wiii 
answer  every  purpose.  When  the  swelling  is 
come  to  a head,  the  next  point  is,, whether  it 
must  be  allowed  to  break  of  itself  or  be  opened 
by  an  operation.  It  certainly  is  most  advi- 
sable to  break  of  itself ; for,  when  that  takes  place, 
a patient  may  be  satisfied  the  parts  within  are 
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in  a more  favourable  state  for  healing  afterwards, 
than  w'here  the  skin  is  divided  for  the  discharge 
of  the  matter,  before  the  process  is  fully  com- 
pleted. The  skin  being  thus  allowed  to  break, 
the  matter  will  flow,  and  the  poultice  should  be 
continued  for  a day  or  more  after  this  event 
happens,  till  the  whole  comes  away.  When 
this  is  done,  the  treatment  of  the  ulceration,  is 
the  next  object;  if  the  mercury  has  had  suffi- 
cient influence  on  the  habit  during  the  time  the 
sv/elling  was  coming  forward,  the  sore  will  heal 
kindly,  and  any  common  dressing  will  answer, 
such  as  a little  Turner’s  cerate,  or  white  oint- 
ment ; but  where  the  swelling  has  broken  be- 
fore the  mercury  has  Deei^lbng  enough  conti- 
nued to  destroy  the  ven||eal  disposition,  then 
it  must  be  persevered'  in,  and  the  dressings 
the  sore  must  be  of  the  same  kind  as  given  uudM 
the  head  of  Chancre.  When  the  sore  is  onde 
healed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  strengthen  pe 
habit  by  the  use  of  bark  and^teeL 


HERNIA  HUMORALIS. 


SWELLED  TESTICLES, 


The  exquisite  s^e^psibility  of  the  organs  of  this 


disease,  and  the  intimate  connection  they  hdve 
with  the  whole  animal  economy,  naturally  ex- 


% 


cites  considerable  alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  pa- 
tient ; therefore  I shall  endeavour  to  be  parti- 
cular in  my  description  of  this  distressing  and 
alarming  disease,  which  is  the  result  of  a power- 
ful irritation,  occasioned  by  contusion,  in  some 
cases,  and  in  others  by  a sudden  suspension 
of  gonorrhoea;  the  latter  claims  our  atten- 
tion, and  of  course  in  our  description  of  the 
symptoms,  we  shall  be  confined  to  those  that 
mark  the  disease  arising  from  a venereal  action; 
which  generailv  begin  with  a sensation  of  con- 
strain t in  the  groin,  extending  along  the  whole 
course',  of  the  cord  of  the  testicular  vessels  ; the 
discharge  from  the  urethra  gradually  decreases, 
oris  suddenly  stopped,  the  scrotum  swells,  be- 
comes red,  and  aloiig^with  it,  the  testicle  in- 
creases in  size. 

It  is  clearly  an  inflammatory  affection,  arising 
from  sympathetic  irritation,  and  the  most  fre- 
quent source  of  it  is  gonorrhoea  ; therefore  is  to 
be  treated  as  a highly  inflammatory  affection.  It 
is  apt  to  come  on  during  the  first  stage  of  clap, 
when  the  inflammation  runs  high,  and  where 
violent  purgatives,  as  sometimes  happens,  have 
been  imprudently  used. 

It  is  attended  with  acute  fever,  and  there  is 
felt  a particular  uneasiness  over  the  thighs  and 
belly  : when  it  terminates,  the  running  of  the 
clap,  which  is  generally  suspended  during  its 
^progress,  returns  in  increased  quantity.  To  re-. 


move  this  symptom,  as  depending  upon  in- 
flammation, the  first  step  is  to  draw  blood  from 
the  arm,  if  plethoric,  and  to  cover  the  testiclesf 
with  an  emollient  poultice  as  follows  : 

Take  of  Elder  flowers,  or  green  leaves,  a small 
handful. 

Marshmallow  leaves,  Camomile,  and  Worm*- 
wood,  the  same  quantity  : 
which  are  to  be  boiled  together,  in  two  quarts 
of  water,  for  ten  minutes  or  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  water  is  then  to  be  strained  off,  and  used 
repeatedly  as  a fomentation  during  the  day, 
while  a poultice  made  of  the  boiled  materials, 
mixed  up  with  crumbs  of  bread,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  sweet  oil  be  applied  at  night.— 
Along  with  these,  much  attention  is  to  be  paid 
to  support  the  parts;  for  which  a horizontal 
posture,  with  rest,  are  to  be  strictly  enjoined. — ■ 
When  there  is  much  pain,  an  opiate  will  be 
proper,  which  may  be  given  in  the  following 
form,  and  repeated  according  to  circumstances : 

Take  of  purified  Opium,  a quarter  of  a grain, 

Tartarisated  Antimony,  one  grain. 

To  be  formed  into  a pill,  with  conserve  of  hips, 
and  taken  for  a dose.  In  this  complaint,  the 
bowels  are  to  be  kept  open  by  the  following 
electuary  : 

Take  of  Lenitive  Electuary,  four  ounces. 

Acidulous  Tartrite  of  Potash,  two  ounces* 
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Powdered  Rhubarb,  two  drachms. 

Nitre,  half  an  ounce. 

Ilub  these  together,  and  add  as  much  of  simple 
syrup  as  is  sufficient  to  make  them  into  an  elec- 
tuary. Of  this,  six  tea  spoonsfull  may  be  taken 
in  a morning  for  a dose,  or  a larger  quantity,  if 
necessary.  By  this  treatment  the  swelling  will 
soon  abate,  and  the  testicles  be  reduced  to  their 
natural  size ; but,  should  some  stiffness  and  hard- 
ness remain,  mercurial  unction  may  then  be  had 
recourse  to,  and  hemlock  poultice  applied  to  the 
part,  which  may  be  made  by  boiling  a handful 
of  the  leaves  of  the  fresh  plant,  in  a pint  of 
v/ater,  for  five  minutes,  and  thickening  the 
strained  liquor  with  bread  or  oatmeal,  with  a 
little  linseed  meal  ; to  scarify  the  part  when  a 
topical  remedy  is  indicated,  will  be  proper,  the 
bleeding  ought  to  be  kept  up  by  flannels  dip- 
ped in  warm  water:  the  quantity  taken  should 
be  considerable,  whether  by  scarificaiion  orfroixi 
the  arm, , as  our  object  is  to  diminish  the  fullness 
of  the  vessels,  and  lessen  their  general  action  : 
and  when  the  patient  cannot  bear  a great  loss  of 
blood,  the  following  draught  will  assist  us  : 

Take  of  Tartarlsated  Antimony,  four  grains. 

Cinnamon  YVatcr,  three  ounces. 

A table  spoonful  of  this  to  be  taken  ev^ery  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  till  it  operate.  By  pursuing  this 
course  the  disease  usually  subsides,  and  the 
parts  return  to  their  natural  state. 
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WASTING  OF  THE^TESTICLES, 

In  my  description  of  this  disease,  it  is  worthy 
of  observation  to  remark,  that  the  testicles 
^ come  later  to  perfection  than  any  other  part  of 
the  animal  machine;  and,  like  the  mamillae  of 
females,  are  more  susceptible  of  a diseased  ac- 
tion than  any  other  part,  except  the  teeth, 
which,  in  certain  cases,  correspond,  and  even 
sympathize  with  them.  It  appears,  that  these 
parts  are  not  necessary  to  the  existence  of  life, 
but  are  added  to  the  animal  for  the  particular 
and  specific  purpose  of  reproduction.  The  sin- 
gularity of  this  disease,  and  peculiar  symptoms 
that  attend  it,  induce  us  to  conclude  it  is  some- 
times a consequence  of  a venereal  cause  ; but 
this  circumstance  only  occurs  in  some  rare 
cases.  It  oftener  arises  from  a spontaneous 
decay,  than  such  a cause.  It  is  apt  to  happen 
in  delicate  relaxed  habits,  wdth  a wan  sallow 
complexion.  It  does  not  come  on  till  after  the  age 
of  forty  : it  first  begins  in  one  testicle,  which 
gradually  lessens  without  pain,  and  proceeds 
till  nothing  is  left  but  the  membrane  of  the 
part:  the  decay  of  the  other  testicle  then  begins, 
and  it  undergoes  the  same  process.  No  cure 
has  yet  been  discovered  for  this  complaint, 
though  a blister  has  been  once  known  to  suspend 
its  progress. 
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GLEET, 

OR  CHRONIC  GONORRHCEA. 

Various  have  been  the  opinions  respecting 
Gleet ; the  ancients  termed  all  emissions  from 
the  urethra  gonorrhoeas,  whether  they  pro- 
ceeded from  seminal,  mucous,  or  purulent  dis- 
charge : but  the  moderns  have  distinguished 
it  into  two  species,  the  malignant  and  simple. 
Of  the  malignant  we  have  treated  ; that  of  the 
mild  or  frigid  of  Darwin,  the  intermittent  and 
temporary  of  Hunter,  and  the  increased  secre- 
tion of  the  mucous  glands  of  the  urethra,  without 
infection  of  Fordyce,  comes  under  the  present 
head  ; which  is  an  affection  of  the  parts  of 
generation,  accompanied  by  a mucous  discharge,, 
occasioned  by  a continuance  of  the  discharge, 
after  all  the  symptoms  of  gonorrhcea  are  gone : 
these  symptoms  arise  from  atony  of  the  parts, 
from  ulceration,  infldined  glands,  &c. ; but 
where  gonorrhoea  ends  and  gleet  begins,  I must 
confess  I cannot  precisely  point  out ; for  the 
phenomena  here  varies  indefinitely  according  to 
the  circumstances  that  produce  it,  and  to  the 
disposition  of  the  patient : the  appearance  of  the 
matter  of  gleet  is  also  very  various  in  respect  to 
the  different  degrees  of  its  consistence  and  co- 
lour ; hence  it  is  not  always  possible  to  deter*^ 


43 


mine  precisely  concerning  its  character,  or  tha 
peculiar  source  from  which  it  proceeds;  that  it 
is  not  a primary  affection,  we  are  well, aware; 

4 

for  its  effects  are  the  same  with  those  of  irrita^ 
tion  in  general,  and  it  is  only  when  it  becomes 
very  copious,  it  induces  a laxity  of  the  genital 
system  ; vye  may,  therefore,  consider  gleet  as 
symptomatic  of  other  affections  of  the  urethra  : 
and  in  gleets  of  long  standing,  nothing  but 
sanioLis  and  foetid  matter  is  secreted,  and  which, 
by  its  continued  action  deprives  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  of  its  natural  sensi- 
bility. In  this  state  of  the  parts,  I should  re- 
commend a slight  degree  of  irritation  to  be  in- 
duced ; for  by  the  excitement  of  a new  mode  of 
action,  we,  perhaps,  destroy  the  old  one,  for 
this  discharge  is  not  the  cause  but  the  effect 
of  the  disease,  and,  like  all  affections  , of  this 
nature,  may  continue  very  long  : in  these  cases 
I am  willing  every  thing  should  be  done,  that 
can  give  us  a reasonable  hope  of  success  ; for 
we  repeatedly  meet  with  cases  that  baffle  every 
attempt  to  lessen  their  symptoms  ; among,  the 
variety  I have  tried,  I am  led  to  believe^ffhe 
balsams  have  considerable  influence  in  lessening 
the  formation  of  matter,  though  . th^y  do  not 
diminish  the  inflammatory  action:  mercury  has 
also  a great  tendency  to  the  destruction  of  mat- 
ter; on  the  principle  of  dilatation,  secretion, 
and  absorption,  also  acts  the  bougie.  This  dis- 
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ease,  in  its  continuance,  has  an  affinit}^  to  those 
obstinate  chronic  affections,  that  are  beyond 
the  power  of  medicine  to  assist,  and  which 
either  gradually  disappear  or  remain  incurable  ; 
I never  gave  a remedy  which  has  not  sometimes 
proved  of  the  greatest  utility,  while,  at  other 
times,  it  has  had  no  effect ; and  this  arises  not  so 
much  from  any  specific  action  of  disease  as 
from  the  dei)iiity,  or  habit  ot  the  parts  ; for 
when  it  assunies  the  character  of  Gleet,  it  not 
only  loses  its  irritant,  but  contagious  principle  ; 
and  though  it  may  be  combined  with  other  dis- 
eases, that  combination  certainly  depends  on 
the  particular  state  of  the  individual  before  the 
disease  was  disc  overed ; in  this  stage,  therefore, 
we  have  no  specific  contagion  to  destroy,  we 
have  the  force  of  an  acquired  habit  to  get  rid 
of,  l‘y  the  excitement  of  certain  vigor  of  the 
parts  ; yet  I think  we  shall  not  materially  err,  if 
we  consider  gleet  to  commence  when  all  inflam- 
matory symptoms  have  ceased.  Gleet  is  a term 
apparently  so  simple,  that  its  progress  is  rarely 
regarded  by  those  who  labour  under  it;  and 
medical  practitioners  have  considered  it  of  so 
benign  a nature,  as  to  attach  to  it  little  import- 
ance; and  the  mode  adopted  for  its  cure  often 
leaves  a worse  disease  than  that  it  was  intended 
to  remove.  For  my  part,  I always  undertake 
these  ('ases  with  considerable  anxiety,  and  would 
•ooner  have  the  cure  of  the  disease  under  any 
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other  form  ; and  experience  proves  the  disease 
has  frequently  taken  a course  beyond  the  power 
of  medici?ie  to  assist  or  stoo  : for  this  incipient 
stage  may  lay  the  foundation  of  very  serious 
evil.  The  existence  of  gleet  may  be  detected 
by  a minute  examination  of  the  d.scharge  ; the 
matier  discliarged  by  the  urethra  during  the  first 
stage  of  gonorrhoea,  has  the  distinct  character 
of  pus  ; during  its  progress,  the  inflammatory 
action  ceases,  and  the  parts  gradually  assume 
their  healthy  functions;  but  when  it  resists 
this  salutary  action  of  nature,  whatever  may 
be  its  cause,  the  discharge  does  not  abate,  but 
changes  the  pus  into  a thin  wmtery  fluid,  whitish 
and  opaque.  In  this  stage,  and  as  it  advances 
more  to  the  character  of  gleet,  it  becomes  trans- 
parent, mucous,  and  glairy,  till  at  length  it 
actual iy  assumes  that  decided  character  we  call 
gleet,  by  the  discharge  becoming  more  viscid 
and  clammy  ; and  the  decided  character  that 
gleet  here  takes,  points  out  in  the  most  forcible 
manner,  the  distinction  that  virtually  exists 
between  gleet  and  seminal  weakness  ; and  un- 
' less  this  distinction  is  minutely  attended  to, 
much  error  and  confusion  will  arise.  I am, 
therefore,  anxious  under  this  head  to  mark  the 
distinction  in  unequivocating  terms  ; and  as  I 
neither  aspire  to  singularity,  or  to  a superior 
line  of  practice  from  other  practitioners,  to 
whose  merit  1 shall  feel  always  happy  to  sub- 


scribe,  I shall  endeavour  to  place  this  intricate 
subject  in  as  clear  a light  as  fact  and  analogy 
will  allow  me.  The  stage  we  distinguish  by 
the  term  malignant  gonorrhoea,  can  alone  arise 
from  venereal  excitement ; gleet  owes  its  exist- 
ence to  a morbid  state  of  the  urethra  ; while 
seminal  weakness  arises,  either  from  general 
debility,  excesss  in  venery,  or  a practice  we 
cannot  hold,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  in  too 
much  detestation.  Hence  is  is,  that  I contend 
we  should  always  look  to  the  proximate  cause^ 
as  from  the  nature  of  this  disease,  each  stage 
requires  a distinct  practice  ; and  by  attention 
to  the  nature  of  the  discharge,  this  point  will  be 
fairly  elucidated.  In  ail  seminal  gleet,  1 have 
invariably  found  these  peculiar  symptoms,  arid 
which  to  me  appear  clearly  to  draw  the  line  of 
distinction  between  them.  A seminal  gleet  is 
invariably  attended  by  a weakness  of  the  whole 
body,  a loss  of  appetite,  a heavy  pain  round  the 
region  of  the  bladder  and  the  loins  ; the  semen 
comes  away  insensibly  at  coughing,  going  to 
stool,  slightest  irritation  of  the  penis,  whose 
erection,  though  constant,  is  feeble,  and  ejects 
the  semen  easily,  but  without  the  force  requisite 
for  its  expulsion  in  health;  and  this  discharge 
is  of  a humid,  thin,  and  blueish  cast,  slightly 
staining  the  linen.  Having  stated  these  points, 
1 shall  now  proceed  to  the  treatment  of  this  te- 
dious disease.- 
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Hunter  says,  these  diseases  may  be  consi- 
dered only  as  an  inconvenience  entailed  on  those 
who  have  had  venereal  gonorrhoea : no  certain 
cure  for  them  is  known  ; they  are  similar  to  the 
floor  albus  in  women/’  This  is  language  I 
can  by  no  means  accord  with  ; language  founded 
t!)!)  h}^  pothesis,  and  which  daily  experience 
confutes.  I think  we  ought  in  these  cases  to 
attempt  at  least  to  palliate;  and  I will  affirm, 
that  if  the  patient  will  vigorously  assist  us,  we 
may  yet  do  a great  deal  to  his  future  happiness. 
The  bowels  ought  to  be  kept  open  : the  exer- 
cise moderate  ; diet  nourishing ; three  or  four 
glasses  of  wine  each  day  ; rising  early  ; bathing  ; 
and,  in  short,  the  whole  tonic  system.  Local 
means  are  alone  applicable  to  its  first  stage, 
while  its  latter  require  local  and  constitutional 
ones.  Hence  both  stages  admit  of  the  use  of 
tiie  bougie,  and  from  which  alone  very  fre- 
q y^  'll  cure  IS  accomplished,  in  the  stage 
you  would  apply  local  means  ; where  stric- 
ture is  the  cause,  Hunter  says,  “ a blister  ap- 
plied on  the  perineum  w'ill  entirely  remove  the 
remaining  symptoms.”  I believe  stricture  only 
to  be  an  occasional  cause  of  gleet,  and  which, 
I think,  is  frequently  induced  by  the  abuse  of 
injections:  for  patients  in  the  use  of  injections 

invariably  fall  into  error  : not  content  by  using 
the  quantity  directed,  they  frequently  have  the 
astringent  quality  increased,  without  consider- 
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ingtbe  consequences  such  an  increase  may  give 
rise  to  ; or^  on  the  other  hand,  use  the  injection 
too  seldom  or  too  weak  ; this,  I grant,  is  on  the 
best  side  of  the  error;  and  am  well  convinced, 

I 

that  was  a decided  practice  adopted  on  the  first 
commencement  of  those  diseases  we  t('rm  chro- 
nic, much  misery  would  be  avoided,  and  many 
valuable  lives  saved.  It  is  a want  of  that  de- 
cisive action  that  lays  the  foundation  ot 
many  of  these  direful  complaints.  I do  not 
mean  to  say  these  diseases  would  not  arise,  for 
peculiar  constitutions  have  a disposition  to  dis- 
ease ; they  only  require  an  exciting  cause  to 
produce  those  obstinate  diseases  that  have  be- 
come the  opprobrium  of  medicine.  I only 
mean  to  maintain,  that  this  inaction  too  tre^ 
quently  accelerates  their  approach  ; and  in  the 
advance  of  that  doctrine  1 am  supported  by  fact 
and  analogy.  With  every  morbid  affection  of 
the  organs  of  generation,  gleet  combines  itself, 
whether  it  arises  from  calculi,  spasm,  or  atony 
of  the  bladder,  urethra,  kidneys,  enlargement  or 
induration  of  the  prostate  gland,  the  peculiar 
construction  of  which  favours  the  generation  of 
calculi,  thickening  of  the  coats  of  these  organs 
and  their  canals,  wasting,  induration,  and  swell- 
inc  or  testicles  ; in  short,  with  various  kinds  ot 
herniae,  strictures,  and  obstructions  of  the 
urethra,  or  the  other  urinary  canals  ; paralys  s, 
general  or  partial,  affecting  one  or  more  of  these 
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organs : every  one  of  these  causes,  separate  or 
coiiihiiied,  may  produce  gleet:  this  shews  the 
necessity  of  an  early  attention  to  these  com- 
plaints, by  which  much  misery  and  pain  may 
be  avoided. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PROSTRATE  GLAND. 

1 

Among  the  numerous  variety  of  mixed  dis- 
eases to  which  these  complicated  parts  are  sub- 
ject,  none  acquire  a more  formidable  character 
than  the  diseases  of  this  gland,  or  more  baffle  the 
agency  of  internal  and  external  remedies:  for  not 
imlrequently  has  it  been  found,  that  this  gland 
has  been  enlarged  without  being  suspected  ; for 
the  symptoms  which  accompany  its  develop- 
rnent  are  in  the  first  stages  not  severe,  and 
always  assume  the  chronic  style. 

Pott,  eminently  happy  in  observation,  expe- 
rience, and  application,  remarks,  that  no  part  of 
the  animal  mechanism  is  so  liable  to  become 
diseased,  from  the  effect  of  previous  maladies, 
as  the  prostrate  gland  ; it  is  also  its  singular 
Vitality  to  be  more  readily  affected  by  the 
remoteactioii  of  sympathy  than  any  other  part 
of  the  genital  svstem. 

Among  the  number  of  its  unhappy  affections 
is  its  enlargement,  inflammation,  and  subsequent 
ulceration,  which  latter  effect  very  rarely  takes 
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place,  unless  induced  by  the  rude  introduction 

of  the  catheter  or  bougie. 

When  an  enlargement  takes  place,  which 
frecpiently  happens  on  the  declension  of  animal 
vigour,  owing  most  probably  to  the  torpidity  of 
the  action  of  the  blood  vessels,  or  to  that  par- 
ticular disposition  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  that 
manifests  itself  on  the  approach  of  old  age,  the 
result  is,  a nipple  like  projection,  varying 
agreeably  to  the  existing  circumstances,  produc- 
ing a sense  of  weight  and  bearing  down  in  the 
perineum,  accompanied  with  a frequent  desire 
to  void  the  urine,  without  being  able  to  pass,  on 
each  attempt,  more  than  a few  drops,  and  that 
attended  with  extreme  pain  ; though  this  is 


generally  one  of  its  first  effects,  yet  after  it  has 
assumed  a more  decided  character,  it  is  then 
attended  by  an  incontinence  of  urine.  When 
ulcerated,  the  urine  is  always  mixed  with  a 
viscid  mucous,  and  when  an  abcess  is  actually 
formed,  much  misery  is  experienced  in  the 
discharge*  of  the  last  drops  of  water,  and  which 
continues  to  increase  or  decrease,  according  to 
the  activity  of  the  diseased  action  ; the  pain  in 
the  glans  penis  is  very  acute,  a symptom  very 
much  dwelt  upon  by  the  patient;  the  diseases 


alfectlng  the  prostrate  gland  bear  a very 
close  analogy  to  stricture,  stone,  and  ulceration 
of  the  bladder,  and  have  been  mistaken  for  them. 


Morgagni,  from  whom  all  modern  aiilliors 
liave  their  knowledge  of  the  functions  of  tills 
gland,  and  its  utility  to  the  animal  economy, 
observes,  these  caruncles  were  found  to  grow 
out  in  the  very  middle  of  its  upper  and  internal 
posteriorei rcu mfereiice  ; bu t Vv hetber these th inQ-s 
happen  by  chance,  or  from  the  formation  of  its 
tubes,  he  left  to  future  investigation.  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  whose  accurate  elucidation  of  these  pe- 
culiar diseases  has  rendered  his  name  revered  to 
si!  wdio  value  legitimate  science,  says,  from  the 
situation  of  the  gland,  which  principally  lies  on 
the  two  sides  of  the  canal,  and  little  if  at  ail  on 
the  posterior,  when  it  swells,  it  can  only  be  la- 
terally  : wdiereby  it  presses  the  two  sides  of  the 
canal  together,  and  at  the  same  time  stretches  it, 
from  the  anterior  edge  or  side,  to  the  posterior, 
so  that  the  canal  instead  of  being  round,  is  flat- 
tened into  a narrow  grove:  sometimes  it  swells 
more  on  one  side  than  another,  which  makes  an 
obliquity  in  the  canal  passing  through  it. 

Besides  the  effect  of  the  lateral  parts  swell- 
ing, a small  portion  of  it,  which  lies  behind  the 
very  beginningof  the  urethra,  swells  forward  like 
a point,  as  it  were,  into  the  bladder,  acting  as  a 
valve  to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  and  thus  ob- 
structing the  free  passage  of  the  water.  At 
what  precise  period  the  diseased  action  assumes 
activity,  remains  to  be  known  ; it  has  been  as- 
sCktod,  tuat  this  gland  continues  to  dulv  perform 
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?ts  functions  till  about  tlie  age  of  forty  ; stricture 
then  ceasing  its  action,  or  at  least  ceasing  so  far 
to  act,  as  to  have  no  share  in  its  enlargement, 
merely  sympathizing  with  it  from  the  proximity 
of  its  seat,  and  thus  giving  the  stricture  an  ac- 
tivitv  that  had  lone'  been  dormant.  The  com- 
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inon  causes  inducing  an  inflammatory  action  of 
this  gland  are  a full  habit  of  body,  a costive 
state  of  the  bowels,  long  retention  of  the  urine, 
exposure  to  cold,  too  free  an  access  with  the 
opposite  sex,  the  frequent  introduction  of  the 
armed  and  unarmed  bougie,  and  in  fact  whatever 
accelerated  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through 
these  parts  beyond  its  usual  action  may  solicit 
inflammation  ; individuals  who  have  laboured 
under  stricture  are  always  more  or  less  liable, 
in  the  latter  stages  of  life,  to  be  affected  in  this 
gland  ; the  stricture,  or  its  remedies  predisposing 
the  gland  to  chronic  inflammation,  and  which 
requires  only  an  exciting  cause  to  call  into  more 
dangerous  and  active  inflammation  ; and  which, 
I am  lead  to  believe,  has  occasionally  been  ac- 
complished by  the  caustic  bougie  being  intro- 
duced when  in  a state  of  inflammation,  thus  not 
only  aggravating  tiie  existing  syniptoms,  but 
greatly  diminishing  our  hopes  of  relief;  for  from 
tlui  affiijity  of  the  gland  nnd  the  urethra,  every  pa- 
roxysm producing  a state  of  spasm  in  the  stric- 
tiired  part,  a portion  of  the  urine  which  escapes 
iVora  the  bladder,  resting  behind  the  stricture, 
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gives  a high  degree  of  pain  to  the  already  suf- 
fering patient. 

The  enlargement  of  this  gland  frequently  pre- 
vents our  entering  the  bladder,  and  keeps  it  in  a 
constant  state  or  irritation,  and  on  withdrawing 
the  instrument  grasps  it  tightly,  which  is  one  oV 
its  characteristic  symptoms  ; we  generally  find 
it  is  the  centre  of  this  gland  that  projects  into 
the  bladder,  and  when  enlarged,  I believe  its 
reduction  is  not  in  our  power,  particularly  in  the 
latter  stages  of  life,  the  mere  suspension  of  our 

patient’s  sufferings  is  all  we  can  rationally  look 
forward  to. 

Respecting  the  cure  of  these  diseases,  or  rather 
tneir  relief,  the  first  object,  and  certainly  the 
most  essential  one,  is  the  prevention  of  accu- 
mulated urine  ; and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  in- 
dividuals pay  little  or  no  attention  to  this  point, 
in  many  of  the  diseases  affecting  these  organs. 
Sea  bathing,  though  I have  never  found  it  effect 
a cure,  yet  I have  seen  patients  during  their 
bathing,  receive  considerable  relaxation  of  the 
existing  symptoms,  and  even  after  its  suspension 
the  symptoms  have  not  returned  for  a length  of 
time.  The  occasional  use  of  a medicated  bougie 
has  also  its  advantages, and  in  many  cases  cannot 
be  dispensed  with  ; in  cases  where  scrofula  com- 
bines itself  with  the  general  state  of  the  system, 
hemlock  has  improved  the  habit,  and  mitigated 
the  severity  of  the  diseased  action  ; united  with 


calomel  and  opium,  I have  seen  very  happy 
effects  produced.  1 should  also  recommend 
cupping  and  leeches,  where  the  pain  is  violent, 
in  preference  to  bleediUg  ; opiate  clysters  are  to 
be  given  twice  or  thrice  a day  ; decoction  of  the 
mezereon,  burnt  sponge,  &c.  a low  diet,  and  the 
usual  remedies  of  diseases  of  this  class.  Among 
the  number  of  medicines  opportunity  has  given 
me  for  trial,  the  foiiowing  I have  selected  as 

those  that  have  best  succeeded. 

Take  of  the  Corbonate  of  Magnesia,  two 

drachms. 


Compound  Infusion  of  Gentian,  eight  ounces. 
Tincture  of  Opium,  thirty  drops,  well  mixed. 
Two  table  spoonsfull  to  be  taken  three  times  a 

day,  with  one  ot  the  powders. 

Take  of  the  Submuriate  of  Mercury  with 

prepared  Chalk,  one  drachm. 

Aromatic  Powder,  one  scruple. 

The  Recent  Powder  of  Foxglove,  six  grams, 
well  mixed.  Divide  into  twelve  povvders. 


STRICTURE, 


On  this  very  interesting  subject,  though  I can 

claim  no  positive  pretension  to  perfect  origi-- 
uality,  I flatter  myself  a something  more  will  be 
found  than  a mere  compilation,  for  it  is  to  me  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  a disease  so  frequent 
among  us  should  have  been  so  little  understood  5 
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it  appears  as  if  interested  motives  had  influenced 
the  professors  of  a liberal  science,  to  obscure 
and  perplex  the  practise  in  this  department  as 
much  as  possible.  As  an  enemy  to  all  mystery, 
I shall  endeavour  to  exhibit  the  different  points 
at  issue,  in  as  clear  a light  as  possible,  and  leave 
the  decision  to  the  liberal  mind,  lamenting  that 
a disease  which  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
medical  writers,  from  the  year  15d0  to  the  pre- 
sent period,  should  still  abound  with  contra- 
dictory opinions.  The  difficulty  in  treating  this 
subject  has  arose  from  the  different  lights  in 
which  different  writers  have  treated  it. 

This  disease  obstructs  the  free  passage  of  the 
urine,  and  causes  it  either  to  come  in  a small 
forked  or  twisted  stream,  or  drop  by  drop,  with 
considerable  pain  ; if  the  urethral  canal  is  not 
much  lessened  by  the  stricture,  it  may  exist 
many  years  without  any  great  degree  of  incon- 
venience; but  though  this  may  be  the  case 
respecting  the  urine,  I am  led  to  conceive,  that 
the  semen  in  the  act  of  coition  may  not  properly 
be  directed  into  the  vagina  ; for  not  issuing  at 
the  moment  of  ejaculation  from  the  urethra,  it 
afterwards  falls  merely  by  the  effect  of  its  gra- 
vity ; of  course  attention  to  this  stage  of  the 
disease  becomes  requisite;  and  more  particularly 
in  the  advanced  period  of  life,  as  the  expelling 
powers  for  evacuating  the  urine,  and  ejection 
of  the  semen  become  weaker. 


^6 


No  part  of  the  human  body  is  more  under  the 
immediate  influence  of  a diseased  action  than  the 
urethi  a ; if  therefore  we  finci  the  ends  of  huma- 
nity answered  by  altering  our  mode  of  cure,  iu 
diseases  in  which  a daily  recurrence  takes  place, 
Ave  cannot  be  stigmatized  vvith  caprice  if,  in  a 
disease  producing  the  direful  efiVets  urethral 
complaints  have  done,  we  vary  our  principle  of 
action  ; for  whether  the  urethra  is  a muscular 
or  a non  muscular  body,  in  point  of  practical 
importance,  is  of  little  consequence,  hollow- 
ing strictuie  from  its  first  formation  through 
its  varied  ; ramifications,  I am  led  to  conceive 
it  arises  in  general  from  the  pnrulcnt  matter 
of  chronic  gonorrhoea,  which  slowly  exud- 
ing, gives  the  urethra  time  to  absorb  the  wa- 
tery particles  of  llie  collected  matter,  leaving 
the  albumen  portion  behind,  which  produces  a 
membrane  hke  concretion  ; this  forms  at  pecu- 
liar points'  around  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  the  fold  or  curtain  we  denominate 
Stricture  ; and  these  concretions  become  orga- 
nized in  the  course  of  time:  for  organization, 
considered  apart  from  the  compound  action  of 
the  varied  systems,  consists  in  the  nerves  ex- 
citing a principle  of  action,  the  arteries  deposit- 
ins:  the  materials  of  nutrition,  the  action  of  se- 
cretion,  and  the  reaction  of  absorption. 

I have  said  under  the  name  of  gleet,  that  the 
bougie  ought  to  act  on  the  principle  of  secretion 
and  absorption  : for  where  gleet  has  long  contir 
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iuied,  the  mucous  glands  of  the  urethra  become 
so  relaxed  as  to  rec.|uire  some  new  action  to 
destroy  the  force  of  the  habit  those  parts  have 
acquired  from  the  continuance  of  the  discharge, 
as  well  as  to  moderate  the  still  existing,  though 
milder  inflammation  ; hut  we  must  take  care 
that  our  reaction  of  absorption  is  much  greater 
than  the  action  of  secretion  : hence  it  follows  in 

cases  of  stricture  attended  with  gleet,  our  object 

• 

IS  to  procure  a certain  quantity  of  secretion  and 
dilatation,  with  a reaction  of  absorption.  The 
armed  (lougie  acts  on  a principle  opposite  to  this 
doctrine;  for  when  caustic  or  kali  purum  come 
in  contact  with  the  stricture  or  parts  surround- 
ing it,  the  caustic  assumes  its  chemical  character 
to  the  destruction  of  organization,  and  which 
effect  is  in  the  ratio  of  the  chemical  affinity: 
had  w e the  powder  to  prevent  this  chemical  com- 
bination going  beyond  the  actual  seat  of  the 
stricture,  much  might  be  hoped  for;  but  the 
difficulty  of  attaining  this  object,  seems  not 
Jikely  to  be  removed  : for  by  what  process  we 
are  to  modify  the  action  of  this  chemical  pheno- 
menon, so  as  to  circumscribe  it  to  the  sole  de- 
struction of  the  vitality  of  the  stricture,  without 
destroying,  along  with  it,  other  portions  of  the 
urethra,  modern  chemistry  h^s  not  yet  defined  ; 
nor  is  this  the  only  difficulty  ; for  by  wffiat  mode 
are  we  to  ascertain  the  precise  quantity  each 
3tricture  will  take  of  caustic  for  its  saturation. 


;58 


Kali  piirum  applied  to  the  skin,  absorbs  its  hu- 
midity, and  as  far  as  its  chemical  combination 
extends,  dries  up  and  destroys  the  surrounding 
integument  i the  alkaline  principle  then  enters 
into  a more  minute  combination  with  the  mem- 
brane ; the  production  of  this  affinity  is  a sub- 
stance somewhat  analogous  to  soap  : the  parts 
surrounding  the  point  where  the  caustic  is  ap- 
plied, of  course  being  inflamed,  enter  into  a new 
action,  the  scale  caused  by  the  caustic  is  thrown 
off,  and  a wound  is  the  effect  produced  : hence 
I contend  this  action  does  produce  such  a mor- 
bid chan'^e  in  the  urethra,  as  to  preclude  an^ 
hope  of  success  from  its  adoption  ; the  urethra 
by  its  irritant  action,  may  be  extended  beyond 
the  power  of  reaction,  and  thus  admit  with  fa- 
cility a moderate  sized  bougie  ; but  when  that 
action  has  ceased,  the  urethra  recovers  its  ori- 
ginal power,  and  we  are  where  we  set  out : for 
stricture  appears  to  possess  a regenerating  power, 
and  which  regenerating  power,  caustic  cannot 
in  sufficient  quantity  be  applied  to  destroy: 
hcrefore  it  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to,  but  in 
cases  where  desperation  alone  warrants  its 
adoption,  and  then  the  patient  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  worst. 

In  all  obstructions  of  the  urethra,  a long  con- 
tinned  course  of  mercury  appears  the  most  pro- 
bable chance  of  giving  relief;  a plentiful  use  of 
mucilaginous  drinks  being  also  given  : the  uti- 


litv  of  hemlock  in  these  cases,  some  pract]tioii-> 
ers  have  doubted  ; but,  in  combination  with 
opium  and  inercury,  great  advantage  may  be  de- 
rived from  it.  I usually  give  it  in  the  following 
manner : 

Take  Subniuriate  of  Mercury,  ten  grains. 

Extract  of  Hemlock,  one  drachm. 

Purified  Opium,  six  grains. 

To  be  divided  into  twenty  pills : one  to  be  taken 
inorninsr  and  evening.  The  use  of  the  medi- 
rated  bougie,  in  cases  of  urethral  strictures, 
cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

Diseases  of  the  perineum  and  anus,  will  fre- 
quently yield  to  the  application  of  a bougie, 
when  every  other  mode  of  action  has  failed. — 
Suppression  of  urine,  partial  or  total,  is  a disease 
requiring  early  attention,  whether  it  arises  from 
a temporary  spasm,  or  is  caused  by  an  enlarged, 
or  indurated  prostrate  gland,  contractions  of  the 
passage,  tubercles,  callous  ulcers,  or  from  old 
cicatrix,  is  here  of  little  consequence,  for  the 
treatment  of  the  one  is  correspondent  to  the 
treatment  of  the  other.  If  suppression  of  urine 
arises  from  a natural  stricture,  I then  consider 
the  disease  inherent  in  the  consiitution,  and 
which  the  application  of  a bougie  can  only  re- 
move, for  incurable  would  have  been  this  dis- 
ease but  for  this  invention.  W lien  the  urethra 
is  affected  by  stricture,  the  urine  comes  in  srn  11 
quantities,  is  scattered  .and  forked,  and  w itn  it  a 
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small  quantity  of  matter,  the  desire  of  making 
water  incredses,  and  perhaps  with  considerable 
pain,  a few  drops  come  ; on  pressure,  a degree 
of  pain  is  felt,  most  commonly  on.  the  part  where 
the  stricture  is  situated,  but  to  clearlv  ascertain 
whether  a stricture  exists,  is  bv  the  introduc- 
ticn  of  a bougie. 

I'ake  a bougie  of  a middle  size,  bent  in  the 
form  of  a catheter,  smeared  with  oil  ; let  the  pa- 
tient, either  in  a standing  posture,  or  lying  on 
his  back,  with  his  knees  bent,  (this  is  by  far  the 
best  position,)  gradually  introduce  it  into  the 
urethra  ; should  it  meet  with  resistance  from  the 
stricture,  he  should  endeavour  slowly  and 
gently  to  push  it  on,  without  having  occasion 
for  a second  introduction  ; this  is  to  he  done  by 
twirling  it  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  with- 
out using  any  force ; should  blood  appear,  he 
must  desist ; when  once  passed,  it  should  be 
left  iu  for  two  or  three  hours  or  more,  unless  the 
irritation  is  great,  when  it  should  be  immediately 
withdrawn,  and,  at  all  events,  on  its  first  intro- 
duction never  kept  in  above  half  an  hour,  or  till 
it  gives  pain,  and  then  by  degrees,  continued 
longer  ; to  prevent  its  insinuating  itself  into  the 
bladder,  the  end  of  the  bougie  may  be  secured 
from  tl^at  accident,  always  dangerous,  by  dipping 
the  end  in  melted  sealing  wax,  till  it  is  of  a size 
sufficient  to  secure  it ; when  a linen  bag,  in  the 
form  of  a gloye-stall,  may  be  applied  over  the 
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penis,  to  prevent  its  slipping  out.  The  proper 
tirne  to  apply  bougies  is  an  hour  or  two  before 
the  usual  time  of  risin<^  in  the  mornin2r.  The 
use  of  the  bougie,  when  once  begun,  should  be 
persevered  in  for  some  time,  nor  should  a failure 
in  passing  it  at  first  deter  the  patient  from  per- 
sisting in  the  attempt ; it  may  not  he  unneces- 
sary to  observe,  that  while  an  affection  of  the 
urethra  continues,  intemperance  and  higii  living 
must  be  avoided  ; for  when  the  corpus  spv)n- 
giosum  urethras  is  distended,  the  bougie  will 
not  operate  so  kindlv.  It  is  now  acknowSedo^ed 

''  o 

that  suppurative  bougies  answer  every  intention 
of  cure  in  the  diseases  I speak  of ; and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  strictures  are  removed,  the  urine 
flows  freely  through  the  urethra,  the  callosities 
soften,  and  the  fistulous  openings  show  a good 
disposition  to  heal  ; mere  dilatation  in  urethral 
strictures,  will  neither  relieve  the  patient,  nor 
promote  the  views  of  the  surgeon  ; it  is  a me- 
dicative power  that  we  must  seek  for,  capable 
of  acting  on  the  urethral  membranes  and  mu  cal 
glands,  so  as  to  produce  a good  discharge,  by 
bringing  on  the  suppuration. 

The  great  error  in  the  treatment  of  stricture 
appears  to  me  to  arise  from  supposing  all  strict- 
ures permanent,  and  which,  I am  convinced,  is 
very  rare  ; while  preternatural  irritability  occa- 
sioning spasm,  is  not  an  uncommon  cause  of 
stricture.  When  I speak  of  temporary  stricture. 


I mean  that  the  whole  urethra  is  affected  by  one 
spasm  ; and  I believe,  the  use  of  caustic  has 
induced  a permanent  stricture,  wheie  only  a 
temporary  stricture  at  first  existed.  Spasm 
is  a common  disease  of  every  part  of  the  uic- 
Ihra,  and  which  the  precipitate  use  of  any 
bouo'ie  may  induce  to  an  uncommon  degice  j 
nor  is  the  disposition  to  spasm  greater  in  one 
part  than  the  other.  Gonorrhoea,  by  producing 
a hish  state  of  irritation,  may  be  productive  of 
it;  want  of  patience  in  the  introduction  of  the 
bougie,  in  such  cases,  may  be  the  ground  of 
very  serious  injury  ; and,  I believe,  rash  treat- 
ment has  been  the  cause  of  more  permanent 
strictures  than  any  dispositions  in  the  parts 
themselves.  I am  well  convinced  that  bougies 
are  frequently  employed  when  no  necessity 
exists  for  their  introduction,  and  that  spasm  is 
the  consequence  ; which  induces  a belief  of  the 
existence  of  real  stricture,  although  the  urine, 
in  fact,  passes  freely  ; and,  I certainly  think,  that 
if  the  urine  flows  in  a fair,  moderate  stream,  no 
surc^ical  assistance  is  required  ; and  when  it  is 
required,  the  cure  must  not  be  left  solcdy  to  its 
operation,  the  bougie  may  remove  preternatural 
contraction,  but  not  the  cause  of  the  disease. — 
This  will  require  camphor,  opium,  mther,  and 
mercurv,  where  venereal  excitement  is  tne  pre- 
disposing  cause.  There  is  also  another  very 
material  error  in  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  : 
if  different  constitutions,  labouring  under  the 
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same  disease,  require  different  forms  of  medicine^ 
1 think  we  should  accelerate  the  cure  of  urethral 
complaint  by  varying  the  composition  of  the 
bouo'ie,  as  circumstances  indicated : it  is  this 
want  of  variation  that  renders  these  cases  te- 
dious and  incomplete.  On  the  composition  and 
qualities  of  bougies,  the  chief  circumstances 
that  are  to  be  dreaded,  and  which  prove  too 
often  fatal,  are  the  morbid  effects  of  it,  which 
attack  the  passage  of  the  urethra,  and  impede 
the  discharge  of  urine.  Many  have  been  induced 
to  believe,  that  in  consequence  of  matter  or  pus 
covering  the  end  of  the  bougie,  when  withdrawn, 
that  the  whole  urethra  w^as  ulcerated ; which 
has  no  existence  in  fact,  being  merely  the  effect 
of  a stimulous  applied  to  so  delicate  a mem- 
brane ; from  these  causes  separate  or  combined 
the  foundation  of  the  most  serious  evil  is  laid  ; 
for  the  bladder  becomes  harassed  and  worn  out 
by  the  unavoidable  and  fruitless  attempts  to 
void  the  urine ; disease  of  course  attacks  its  in- 
ternal structure  ; its  power  as  a circular  muscle, 
acting  by  its  own  irritability,  becomes  weakened, 
is  often  entirely  lost,  and  the  unhappy  patient 
hardly  enjoys  an  hour  of  ease  or  tranquillity, 
from  the  very  distressing  sensations  connected 
with  this  state.  To  remove  which,  local  and 
constitutional  means  are  both  requisite,  and  the 
bougie  forms  a prominent  character  in  their  cure  ; 
but  hitherto  the  nature  of  the  bougie  has  been 
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little  understood,  and  its  application  has  bees1 
accordingly  made  in  an  impro[)er  manner  : the 
question  is,  whether  this  useful  instrument 
should  act  entirely  on  mechanical  principles,  or 
Siiould  ('oiiibine  with  this,  a satiative  operation  ? 
If  we  examine  the  natural  structure  of  the  parts 
to  which  it  is  applied,  we  find  them  endued  with 
an  exquisite  sensibility,  and  in  case  of  stricture 
this  sensibility  is  increased  to  a painful  and  often 
morbid  degree,  not  unfrequcntly  accompanied 
with  actual  inflammation.  The  introduction, 
then,  of  any  mechanical  substance  into  a part  in 
this  state,  cannot  fail  to  promote  preternatural 
irritation,  and  to  heighten  every  painful  symp- 
tom which  attends  the  disease:  nor  is  this  all 
that  is  necessary  to  effect  a cure.  The  bougie, 
even  if  it  acts  mechanically,  it  is  only  necessary 
it  should  do  so  on  that  part  where  the  stricture 
or  obstruction  is  situated:  and  it  ought  inva- 
riably to  be  introduced  in  the  form  of  the  ca- 
theter, otherwise  a rupture  of  the  canal  of  the 
urethra  will  take  place.  A small  bougie  ought 
never  to  be  passed,  wljen  the  urethra  will  admit 
a laro'er.  The  first  idea  of  the  bougie  seenns  to 
have  been  wrong,  as  the  means  of  applying  me- 
dicine to  the  obstructed  part : and  correspondent 
with  this  idea,  the  instrument  was  generally 
smeared  with  irritating  or  caustic  applications 
for  this  purpose,  on  the  principle  of  destroying 
it.  The  attention  Mr.  Daran  paid  to  this  de- 
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partment,  brought  the  bougie  info  greater  pef*^ 
fection,  and  the  rise  of  it  into  general  practice. 
His  iinprovement  consisted  in  introducing  into 
it  ingredients  of  an  irritating  nature,  but  so 
blended  as  to  be  less  active  than  the  others  of  his 


day  : he  likewise  gave  it  a smoothness  and  a 
firmness  of  surface,  to  which  hitherto  little  at- 
tention had  been  paid.  But  in  the  composition 
of  the  bougie  Mr.  Daran  proceeded  on  a false 
supposition:  he  conceived  suppuration,  or  dis- 
charge of  matter  from  the  urethra,  was  neces- 


sary to  the  cure  of  stricture  ; and  the  business 
Oi  the  destruction  of  tins  morbid  enlargement 

o 

took  place  by  the  suppurative  process  alone.-— 
There  islittle  doubt  that  the  success  of  hismeans 
depended  much  on  the  mechanical  action  of  the 
instrument  on  the  morbid  part ; and  the  irrita- 
tion that  it  produced  elsewhere,  so  far  from  be- 
ing serviceable,  was  exciting  unnecessary  un- 
easiness,  weakening  the  constitution  by  a pro- 
luse  discharge,  and  in  other  respects  operating 
prejudicially  to  the  patient.  Yet  so  much  did 
he  conceive  his  cures  as  connected  with  the 
medicated  qualities  of  his  instrument,  that  he 
concealed  its  composition.  But  though  Daran 
made  a wrong  application  of  the  medicated  qua-- 
lities  of  his  bougie,  still  1 mean  not  to  infer  that 
the  medicated  quality  is  not  one  of  the  most 
essential  requisites  to  the  cure.  In  making  these 
bougies,  attention  should  be  paid  to  al  he  re- 
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qnisites  in  point  of  shape  and  form.  Certain  it 
is,  that  to  Daran  we  owe  the  formation  of  a 
bougie,  founded  on  regular  and  scientiiic  prin- 
ciples. In  the  use  of  the  bougie,  we  ought  to 
consider  what  is  our  object  in  its  application ; 
do  we  want  to  allay  spasm,  or  remove  obstruc- 
tion? because  these  circumstances  require  a va- 
riation in  the  composition  ; and  this  want  of  vari- 
ation, I am  led  to  conceive,  renders  the  cure 
tedious  and  incomplete  ; in  the  first  we  want  a 
bougie  to  assist  our  internal  medicine  in  abating 
the  spasm,  while  in  the  latter  we  want  a bougie 
that  will  promote  the  general  circulation,  dispose 
the  parts  to  a salutary  inflammatory  action,  and 
the  formation  of  good  pus,  with  a disposition  to 
heal.  The  bougies  that  would  be  proper  to  these 
stages  again  answer  not  our  intention  in  gleets 
of  long  duration,  where  an  anodyne  quality  ap- 
pears necessary. 

I conceive  all  haemorrhage  detrimental  to  our 
object  in  these  cases:  and  when  produced  in- 
variably retards  it : again  the  superiority  of  the 
common  bougie  over  the  armed  is  marked  ; for 
we  generally  can  introduce  the  common  bougie 
without  haemorrhage,  while  the  armed  usually 
produces  it;  but  I never  saw  overflowing 
chamber-pots  of  blood  from  its  use,  though  the 
urethra  will  admit  very  frequently  of  a force 
we  could  not  suppose  it  capable  of  bearing  ; 
yet  1 conceive  that  no  apology  for  its  applica- 


tion — for  by  the  exercise  of  our  paSionce,  we 
shall  procure  the  dilatation  ; force  may  over- 
come,  but  cannot  ultimately  relieve  ; experiimce 
alone  will  decide  the  necessary  quantum  we 
want,  vvl'.at  is  to  be  ac(juired  by  force — htBmor- 
shage,  laceration,  infiammation,  spasm,  and  in- 
creased excitement.  Two  causes,  hitlurto 
claiming-  little  attention,  very  materially  retard 
the  introduction  of  the  bougie,  by  increasing  the 
local  irritation  : costiveness  has  a peculiar  ten- 
dency to  this,  and  which  ought  always  to  be 
avoided,  when  you  mean  to  have  the  instrument 
passed  ; the  making  water  a few  minutes  before 
Its  introduction  increases  the  spasm,  and  of 
course  retards  its  passing:  these  causes  lead  me 
to  suppose  that  the  resistance  arising  from  them, 
has  been  mistaken  for  strictures,  particularly 
where  the  spasm  has  been  so  great  as  to  leave  an 
indentation  ; and  this  indentation,  unfortunatelv 
tor  suffering  humanity,  has  left  no  doubt  on  t 

mind  of  the  practitioner,  of  the  actual  existence 
of  permanent  stricture. 

As  we  are  on  practical  observations,  I shall 
mention  how  far  the  patient  ought  to  pass  the 
bougie,  which  ought  never  to  be  but  just  beyond 
the  strictures,  and  the  patient’s  feelings  wdl  be 
his  best  criterion  to  judge  when  he  has  passed 
them  : nor  should  the  bougie,  even  by  the  sur- 
geon, he  passed  often  into  the  bladder,  for  when 
we  have  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  case,  what 
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have  we  lo  do  with  the  bladder  by  local  apphn 
cation  ? Sharp,  an  author  of  considerable  ex- 
perience, and  whose  judgment  demands  respect, 
says,  ‘‘  it  is  very  remarkable  in  regard  to  many 
of  these  strictures,  that  the  symptoms  arising 
from  them  shall  be  extenuated  by  acting  against 
the  stricture,  that  is  to  say,  by  introducing  a 
bousTie  bis^  enough  to  distend  the  urethra,  the 
pain  of  the  stricture  shall  cease,  and  the  stran- 
gury abate  ; so  that  a man  accustomed  to  make 
water  every  hour,  shall,  by  weai’inga  bougie,  re- 
tain it  three  or  four  hours/’ 

The  seat  of  stricture  is  generally  found  at  two, 
three,  four,  five,  or  six,  inches  from  the  external 
orifice,  but  more  frequently  between  the  second 
and  fifth  inch,  and  sometimes  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder ; and  which  occasions  a similar  sensa- 
tion to  stone,  or  inflammation  there,  and  has  in- 
duced a belief  of  the  existence  ot  stone.  In 
order  to  distinguish  diseases  of  the  bladder  from 
calculi,  we  have  only  to  attend  to  the  sensation 
the  urine  produces  on  its  evacuation.  If  it 
proceeds  from  the  formation  of  stone,  the  pain 
will  be  felt  with  the  first  drop  of  water  ; if  of  no 
magnitude,  or  when  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
and  with  the  last  drop  where  the  stone  is  large  , 
while  every  other  disease  that  affects  this  organ 
produces  a continued  pain,  duiing  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  discharge  of  water:  and  which  sen- 
sation remains  a second  or  more  alter  the  dis- 
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charge  of  urine.  So  gradual  is  the  approach  to 
stricture  in  some  patients,  that  they  labour 
under  its  influence  without  any  knowledge  of 
its  existence,  till  some  accident  or  disease  has 
discovered  it.  If  practitioners  are  undecided 
respecting  the  mode  of  treating  those  diseases, 
they  are  not  less  so  respecting  their  origin  ; and 
perhaps  no  medical  subject  will  admit  of  a 
greater  variety  of  hypotheses  than  this,  equally 
plausible.  Among  the  variety,  the  following  are 
the  most  general  causes : .predisposition  in  the 
parts,  venereal  excitement,  enlargement  of  the 
prostate  gland,  a long  continued  spasm,  gonor- 
rhcea,  gleet,  the  frequent  application  of  the 
caustic  bougie,  astringent  injections,  gravel, 
piles,  stone,  See.  Sec. 

The  different  states,  stages,  and  origin  of  stric- 
ture would  form  an  interesting  work,  as  then  we 
might  come  to  a certain  rule  of  action.  For  my 
part,  I am  well  convinced,  where  general  debi- 
lity exists,  no  bougie  will  alone  effect  a cure  ; 
by  internal  medicine  we  must  assist  its  opera- 
tion, and  as  less  hazard  attends  the  use  of  the 
common  bougie,  I think  it  ought  always  to  be 
preferred  to  the  caustic ; but  neither  are  ad- 
missible'till  external  and  internal  remedies  have 
been  tried. 

Suppression  of  urine,  as  connected  with  this 
state  of  the  disease,  arises  more  from  inflamma- 
tion or  spasm,  than  actual  obstruction ; the 
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means  adopted  for  relief  must  be  by  bleedinit, 
glister,  and  a cooling  diet,  with  a liberal  use  of 
opium  ; immerging  the  feet  into  cold  water  lias 
frequently  relieved  the  spasm  ; but  where  con- 
nected with  much  inflammation,  the  warm  bath 
is  most  to  be  relied  upon. 

As  a consequence  of  stricture,  it  belongs  to 
this  part  of  our  work  to  treat  upon  fistula 
perinaeo,  which  may  arise  either  from  an  abscess 
origuialiy  formed  in  this  part,  or  from  a portion 
of  the  urine  retained  in  the  bulb  of  the  urethra, 
in  consecj  uence  of  stricture  ; in  both  there  is  a 
breaclj  of  the  urethra,  and  the  event  is  fre- 
quent Jy  similar  : for  the  urine  so  detained  forms 
sill  uses,  which  open  by  various  orifices  in  the 
perinasum,  and  even  extend  to  the  scrotum.-r- 
The  bougie  will  here  be  of  infinite  service,  as- 
sisted by  warm  vinegar,  and  the  strong  mercurial 
ointment  well  rubbed  on  the  part,  with  a decoc- 
tion of  the  sarsaparilla,  and,  of  course,  with  these 
means,  a cooling  antiphlogistic  regimen  : and  if’ 
the  bougie  can  be  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
the  cure  with  the  above  mode  may  be  depended 
upon,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  knife. 

VENEREAL  ERUPTIONS. 

These  affections  are  the  productions  of  aspe- 
irritation,  or  a peculiar  disposition  of  the 
constitution,  which  sooner  or  later  gives  rise  to 
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series  of  obscure  phenomena,  singular  in  their 
character,  and  very  tedious  in  their  cure,  re- 
peatedly going  and  coming;  yet  they  appear  not 
to  possess  a contagious  principle,  and  like  all 
cutaneous  diseases,  terminate  spontaneously.— 
They  show  themselves  like  spots  of  a reddish, 
brownish,  or  copper  colour;  and  generally  ap- 
pear first  on  the  forehead  or  breast.  More  rarely, 
they  have  been  known  to  attack  the  palms  of 
the  Ijands,  and  in  such  cases  to  be  very  nu- 
merous. Their  general  appearance  is  that  of 
spots  about  the  size  of  spangles,  of  a copper 
colour,  not  raised'above  the  skin  ; their  surface 
soon  after  their  appearance  is  rough,  and  falls  off, 
in  the  form  of  white  scales,  leaving  a slight  pit 
behind.  This  is  repeated  till  the  pit  loses  its 
covering,  degenerates  into  an  ulcer,  which  dis- 
charges a thin  matter  mixed  with  blood,  and  at 
other  times  throws  out  ragged  warty  excres- 
cences, with  itching  and  even  ulceration.  With 
this  appearance,  the  skin  has  been  often  known 
to  be  completely  covered  ; and  by  some  writers, 
has  been  compared  to  a piece  of  dirty  copper. 
And  it  is  not  an  unfrequent  occurrence  for  the 
breath  to  become  offensive,  and  the  perspiration 
and  other  excretions  to  exhale  a putrid  smell. 
It  will  be  more  useful  to  introduce  the  medicine 
inwardly,  from  the  diseased  state  of  the  skin, 
which  will  not  so  readily  bear  the  friction,  and 
also  to  join  with  the  mercury  some  antimonial 


medicine,  which  may  occasion  it  to  act  more 
powerfully  upon  the  skin.  This  plan  will  also 
be  assisted  by  some  decoction,  or  diet  drink  of  a 


sweating  nature,  which  will  tend  greatly  to 
hasten  the  cure,  conjoined  with  dry  friction  and 
gentle  warmth.  The  following  forms  of  me- 
dicine will  best  answer  these  purposes  : 

lake  of  Calcined  Mercury,  of  Opium  and 
Camphor,  each  one  drachm. 


Tarlarisated  Aiuiinony,  one  scruplo. 

Simple  Syrup,  as  mucli  as  will  make  a mass, 
i o be  formed  into  sixty  pills  : one  to  be  taken 
every  night;  or,  in  place  of  this  : 

lake  01  the  Compound  Submuriate  of  Mer- 
cury, one  drachm,  formed  into  twelve  pills, 
.one  to  be  taken  every  night  and  morning. 


Diet  Drink. 


Take  of  Mezereon,  two  drachms. 

Shavings  ofGuaiacum  Wood,  two  ounces. 
Inquorice  Root,  one  ounce  and  a half. 

Let  them  be  boiled  in  two  pints  of  water,  till 
reduced  to  a pint  and  a half ; then  strain  it,  and 
let  a cupful  be  drank  frequently  in  the  day,  so  as 
to  use  a pint  in  twenty-four  hours  ; or, 

Take  of  Sarsaparilla  Root,  sliced,  three 
drachms, 

Mezereon  ditto,  one  drachm. 

To  be  boiled  in  five  pints  of  water  till  reduced 


to  two,  and  to  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
former. 

The  following  ointment  may  also  we  used, 
wlien  the  sores  discharge  : 

R Mercurial  Ointment. 

Compound  Lead  Cerate,  ofeach  one  drachm, 
W bite  Eider  Flower  Ointment,  twodrachms. 

IMAGINARY  VENEREAL  COMPLAINTS. 

it  is  the  misfortune  of  some  patients  who  have 
laboured  under  this  malady  to  conceive  such  a 
dreadful  idea  of  the  obstinacy  of  its  nature,  that 
they  remain  for  life  the  unhappy  victims  of  their 
own  fears,  and  suppose  that  the  disease  remamis 
still  in  their  constitution.  The  evidence  of  this 
they  draw  from  every  pimple,  blotch,  or  cbange 
of  the  skin,  that  shows  itself  at  any  period  after^ 
wards,  regarding  it  as  a relic  of  the  fonr.er  com- 
plaints. Medical  writers  have  strengthened  this 
infatuated  supposition,  by  asserting  that  they 
have  seen  cases  where  the  progress  of  the  disease 
has  been  suspended  for  years,  and  that  after  the 
lapse  of  an  indetiiiite  period,  some  accidental 
change  in  the  constitution  has  induced  the  virus 
to  resume  its  diredii  action.  Cases  of  this  cha- 
racter I have  not  seen.  Such  patients  it  is  im- 
possible to  undeceive,  and  they  become  the  prey 
of  every  advertising  quack,  who  scon,  by  his 
jnedicine,  creates  some  formidable  disease,  w herQ 


none  existed,  and  which  finally  ends  in  the  ruin 
of  the  patient^s  health,  and  not  unfrequently  ter- 
minates in  his  death.  The  state  of  the  mouth 
and  the  tongue  furnishes  also  grounds  for  the 
same  suspicion.  Thus,  it  is  common,  after  a 
mercurial  course,  for  some  soreness,  and  even 
ulceraion  of  the  mouth  to  remain  for  a consi- 
derable time,  and  if  mercury  is  had  recourse  to 
by  the  patient,  these  symptoms  will  rapidly  in- 
crease. Among  other  ideas  equally  absurd,  is, 
that  if  mercury  is  once  taken  for  the  lues,  it  will 
not  effectually  do  so  again.  The  safest  plan  is 
for  a patient,  under  these  suspicions,  to  put  him- 
self on  a course  of  diet  drink  already  mention- 
ed ; and  if  the  symptoms  disappear,  which  they 
readily  will,  this  will  best  convince  him  of  his 
erroneous  opinion. 

DISEASES  RESEMBLING  SYPHILIS. 

We  know  that  various,  indescribable,  and  ob- 
scure diseases  resembling  syphilis  arise,  but  the 
character  they  assume  may  belong  to  any  dis- 
ease: the  conclusions  drawn  on  this  head  are 
rather  contradictory  than  corroborative ; the 
disease  itself  exhibits  nothing  but  contradiction. 
The  danger  of  exhibiting  mercury  in  such  doubt- 
ful cases,  ought  to  be  impressed  on  every  mind; 
but  I must  confess,  1 feel  equally  satisfied  of  the 
greater  danger  which  would  inevitably  attend  the 


neglect  of  a real  venerea]  complaint,  on  a suppo- 
sition it  did  not  arise  from  that  source  ; and  it 
may  not  be  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  those 
diseases,  the  character  of  which  cannot  be  clearly 
marked,  we  always  ascribed  to  latent  syphilis: 
and  when  they  yield  to  syphilitic  remedies, 
further  inquiry  is  deemed  useless;  That  every 
ulcer  which  bears  the  marks  ot  syphilis  is  not 
venereal,  is  a fact  well  elucidated  by  the  accurate 
Wiseman  who,  with  a candour  that  does  honour 
to  his  memory,  gave  his  unsuccessful  practice 
as  well  as  successful  ; “ I would  not,’’  says  he, 
''  have  any  man  rash  in  judging  all  ulcers  to  be 
venereal  that  do  resemble  it  ; for  I have  seen 
nurses  with  chapped  nipples,  and  serpiginous 
ulcers  on  the  breast,  and  maids  likewise  in  the 
same  condition,  who  have  been  cured  without 
any  respect  to  lues,  I have  seen  also  many  in- 
fants broken  out  about  the  lips,  forehead,  and 
body,  with  many  suspicious  pustulae  and  ulcers, 
that  were  born  of  chaste  parents  ! but  this 
brings  us  no  certain  definition  : in  all  great 
commercial  towns,  where,  from  the  flux  and  re- 
flux of  the  inhabitants,  the  victims  of  Venus 
are  of  course  great : and  where  the  constitution 
is  weakened  and  enervated  by  over  excess,  and 
the  constant  exhibition  of  the  mineral,  appear- 
ances take  place,,  arising  from  a venereal  cause; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  weak  energy  of  animal 
machine  in  which  they  reside,  do  not  possess  the 
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usual  appearance  we  find  connected  with  syphi- 
lis. to  that  decide* i extent  which  points  out  the 
disease  more  clearly  in  a vigorous  habit  on  its 
first  attack  ; nor  is  the  venereal  virus  so  virulent 
in  its  nature,  as  it  is  on  its  first  appeara’  ce,  ] av- 
ing-  in  ipi^o  facto  become  more  mib],  but  not  a 
less  dangerous  poison/^  Mr.  -Abernethy  says, 
“ in  some  later  cas^s,  when  the  disease  has  been 
long  protracted,  and  the  patient  very  anxious  to 
get  ritl  ot  it,  I have  given  a little  calomel  for  that 
purpose  ; but  not  so  as  to  invalidate  the  opinion 
that  the  disease  was  not  syphilitic.  Having 
waiteii  for  instance,  four  months  from  the  oc- 
currence of  the  sore  throat,  with  eruptions,  and 
being  satisfied  by  the  progress  of  the  disorders, 
that  they  were  not  syphilitic,  1 have  directed 
that  one  of  the  compound  calomel  pills  should 
be  taken  every  second  or  third  night,  which  ge- 
nerally disposes  the  sores  on  the  throat  to  heal ; 
but  I have  taken  care  to  remit  the  use  of  even 
this  small  quantity,  ifit  seemed  to  heal  the  sores 
too  speedily  ; for  it  seems  to  me  better  to  let  the 
disease  exhaust  itself,  than  suddenly  to  cure  it; 
as,  in  the  latter  case,  it  is  very  likely  to  return."’ 
In  another  part  of  his  work,  Mr.  Abernethy 
thus  reasons  : “ It  follows  as  a general  rule  of 
conduct  in  practice,  that  surgeons  are  not  to 
confide  in  their  powers  of  discrimination  ; but 
in  all  cases  o»  ulcers,  arising  from  impure  inter- 
course, to  act  as  if  the  sore  was  venereal,  to  give 


siilBcient  mprciiry  slightly  to  affect  the  consti- 
tution : to  guard  against  the  consequences  of 
absorption,  and  by  local  and  genera!  means  to 
cure  as  quickly  as  possible  the  local  disease, 
and  thus  remove  the  source  of  contamination, 
and  the  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the 
medicine.  This  is,  I believe,  the  rule  of  prac- 
tice adopted  by  the  best  surgeons  ; and  it  appears 
to  me,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowiedyi’e  of 
these  diseases,  to  be  judicious.^’  Amid  such 
versatility  of  confusion,  obscurity,  and  evident 
contradictions,  I am  led  to  conceive,  from  the 
success  I have  had  in  the  treatment  of  diseases 
bearing  an  equivocal  character,  that  the  best 
plan  of  treatment,  is  to  modify  the  action  of 
mercury,  so  that  while  it  operates  specifically 
in  the  removal  of  the  virus,  the  constitution 
shall  not  suffer;  by  this  mode  of  action,  where 
previous  infection  really  existed,  a practitioner 
cannot  fall  into  gross  and  fundamental  error  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  should  any  latent 
spark  really  remain  behind,  and  the  case  be 
treated  by  any  other  remedy,  or  the  disease  per- 
mitted to  exhaust  itself,  the  practitioner  will 
soon  be  convinced  he  has  fallen  into  a gross  and 
fundamental  error  ; unless  we  establish  a priori, 
what  definite  conclusions  are  we  to  draw?  for 
it  is  a known  fact,  that  on  the  opinion  we  en- 
tertain of  the  character  of  the  disease,  will  the 
line  of  our  treatment  depend. 
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VENEREAL  SORE  THROAT 

Is  a constitutional  symptom,  and  may  be  pro^ 
duced  by  an  absorption  of  the  venereal  matter, 
without  any  evident  local  eflect  being  first  in- 
duced: it  may  arise  also,  in  consequence  of  a 
primary  local  affection  ; or  from  the  application 
of  the  venereal  virus  to  a common  sore:  a vene- 
real sore  throat  may  therefore  be  considered  the 
first  effect  the  constitution  under  these  circum- 
stances receives;  it  begins  with  little  or  no  pain, 
there,  is  felt  at  first  only  a slight  pricking  on 
swallowing  food;  when  the  throat  is  examined, 
ulceration  is  perceptible,  and  these  ulcers  have 
a particular  appearance;  they  are  of  a conical 
shape,  often  of  considerable  depth,  and  they  in 
general  attack  that  part  of  the  throat  termed  the 
almonds;  on  each  side  they  are  covered  with  a 
foul  crust  of  white  thick  matter,  resembling  the 
fat  of  bacon;  their  effects,  in  the  end,  are  to 
produce  hoarseness,  stinking  breath,  &c.  Be- 
sides the  throat,  every  part  of  the  mouth  may 
occasionally  be  the  seat  of  venereal  ulcers, 
though  they  are  most  frequent  on  the  palate  of 
the  tongue,  A deep  copper-coloured  spot, 
somewhere  between  the  pap  and  middle  of  the 
palate  is  the  first  appearance;  this  spot  at  last 
becomes  ulcerated,  and  advances  rapidly  both  in 
breadth  and  depth,  it  is  generally  single,  and 
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in  this  it  differs  from  sores  produced  in  the 
mouth  by  mercury,  which  are  numerous. 


TREATMENT. 

The  cure  of  the  Venereal  Sore  Throat,  is 
only  to  be  accomplished  by  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  mercury;  but  to  assist  its  operation, 
and  check  tiie  progress  of  the  sore,  and  prevent 
its  destroying  the  soft  palate,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  applications  to  the  throat,  in  the  first 
instance,  in  the  form  of  gargle,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing will  be  found  one  of  the  most  successful: 

Take  Oxy  Muriate  of  Mercury,  two  grains. 

Muriate  of  Ammonia,  half  a drachm. 

Infusion  of  Roses,  eight  ounces. 

Purified  Honey  one  ounce. 

ilavjng  thus  attended  to  the  local  treatment, 
the  constitutional  course  is  at  the  same  time  to 
be  regularly  gone  through;  and  the  mercury 
may  be  either  introduced  by  theskin  inunction, 
as  directed  in  the  cure  of  Bubo,  or  it  may 
be  given  in  the  form  of  the  pill  or  drop,  as 
detailed  in  the  cure  of  Chancre;  in  whatever 
form  it  is  conducted,  the  course  should  not  be 
for  a shorter  period  than  from  five  to  ten  weeks. 
The  patient  should  be  covered  with  flannel, 
he  should  avoid  cold  and  damp,  and  be  par- 
ticularly attentive  in  his  diet  to  avoid  what- 
evei  may  affect  the  stomach  or  bowels,  of  an 
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aglcl  or  unripe  vegetable  nature,  from  tlie  irrita- 
bility which  the  stomach  and  bowels  accjuire 
under  the  use  of  mercury,  udiich  renders  them 
apt  to  be  affected  by  the  slightest  imprudence. 
In  using:  the  mercury,  the  mouth  must  be  kept 
a little  sore,  and  the  pulse  raised  to  nearly 
a hundred  in  a minute.  The  patient  should  use 
plentyofniuciiaginousdrinks;wherecholic  pains 
come  on,  they  will  be  best  relieved  by  a glass  of 
warm  spirits  and  water,  with  a little  ginger;  but 
if  they  come  on,  attended  with  looseness,  then 
an  opiate  will  be  the  best  remedy,  in  the  form 
given  in  a former  part  of  this  work.  If  saliva- 
tion, or  discharge  of  fluid  from  the  mouths 
is  very  profuse,  then  the  mercury  must  be  used 
in  a snialler  quantity,  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
discharge  will  be  suspended  with  the  following 


gargle: 

Take  of  Purified  Borax,  half  an  ounce.  Dis- 
solve it  in  a pint  of  almond  emulsion,  and 
add  two  ounces  of  Honey;  with  this  the 
mouth  is  to  be  fl’equently  washed  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 


Where  the  constitutiau  appears  to  suffer  much 
from  the  action  of  mercury  during  this  course, 
and  excess! ve  sweating  ensues  from  its  use,  the 


mcdinne  may  be  interrupted  fora  little,  and  the 
bark  and  vitriobc  acid  employed  in  its  place,  in 


the  fo!}owiiu:>'  manner: 

o 

Take  of  Essential  Salt  of  Steel,  two  drachms; 
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dissolve  it  in  twelve  ounces  of  water; 
then  add  of  Mux  ham's  Tincture  of  Bafk, 
two  ounces;  Diluted  Ti  trio  lie  x'-keid,  two 


drachms.  Of  this  mixture,  two  table- 
spoousfull  are  to  be  taken  every  font 


iiou  rs. 


Or  this  mixture  mav  be  used  without  sus- 
pending  the  use  of  mercury,  and  if  the  sweatings 
abate  under  this  treatment,  the  cure  will  be  more 
speedily  completed. 

But  of  all  the  uneasy  symptoms  which  attend 
the  use  of  mercur}^  none  are  so  troublesome  as 
the  soreness  of  the  mouth  ; a symptom  which  is 
necessarily  connected  with  the  recovery,  and 
which  every  patient  must  learn  to  bear  with 
patience,  in  this  state,  nothing  gives  more 
uneasiness  than  eating  drv  bread.  Biscuit 

'x'  v' 
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soaked  in  warm  water,  will  answer  best ; even 
the  palate,  during  this  course,  hns  its  feelings  so 
altered,  that  a patient  loses  his  relish  for  many 
things  which  he  used  to  find  agreeable.  Every 
thing  which  is  hot  and  stimulant  should  be 
avoided  by  the  patient,  which  are  the  only- 

means  to  lessen  this  tendency  to  inflammation, 

*.  * 

that  the  mouth  must  unavoidably  take  on 
during  a mercurial  course. 
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REGIMEN  DURING  A MERCURIAL  COURSE. 


Though  some  general  directions  have  already 
been  given  on  this  head,  it  may  be  proper  to  en- 
force them  on  the  mind  of  the  patient  by  some 
further,  observations  ; for  till  the  salivary  glands 
are  affected,  we  cannot  say  the  constitution 
is  under  the  influence  of  the  mineral,  and  of 
course  must  be  doubtful  of  the  issue  of  the  dis- 
ease: though  salivation  is  not  necessary  in  every 
stage  of  the  disease,  yet  it  is  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  its  being  removed,  and  if  we  can  uni- 
formly distribute  its  action  to  all  the  secretory 
organs,  our  end  will  be  best  answered:  1 lay 
it  down  as  an  invariable  rule  in  all  mercurial 
preparations,  to  vary  the  mode  of  their  strength 
and  application,  agreeable  to  the  susceptibility 
of  the  patient,  and  according  to  many  other 
particular  circumstances  of  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  the  general  habits  of  the  patient.  It 
follows,  that,  though  in  every  case  of  con- 
stitutional syphilis,  salivation  is  a desirable 
object.  I wish  here  to  state  that  salivation 
should  only  be  employed,  when  every  other 
method  has  failed:  for  if  the  disease  shows 
a disposition  to  yield  to  its  less  powerful  influ- 
ence, it  ought  as  far  as  practicable  with  safety  to 
be  avoided:  and  under  the  use  of  mercury,  some 
restraint  is  absolutely  necessary;  this  remedy, 


it  is  well  known,  stimulates  or  increases  the 
action  of  the  system,  and  a person,  during  the 
first  days  of  the  course,  feels  himself  in  better 
spirits  and  health  than  usual;  he  gradually 
becomes  more  irritable,  until  the  pulse  quick- 
ens; thus  he  becomes  susceptible  of  the  slightest 
stimulus,  and  the  propriety  of  avoiding  what- 
ever tends  to  increase  this  must  be  apparent; 
as  nothing  does  it  sooner  than  exposure  to  cold, 
and  stimulating  articles  of  diet,  a patient  cannot 
be  enjoined  too  strictly  on  these  heads.  If  the 
patient  cannot  stay  at  home,  or  confine  himself 
to  an  equal  temperature,  then  he  should  take  the 
advantage  of  additional  clothing  when  he  goes 
abroad,  and  shun  exposing  himself  to  any  situ- 
ation where  the  air  may  be  directed  in  a current 
upon  him.  In  the  diet,  some  regard  to  the 
natural  habits  of  the  patient  must  be  considered, 
but  still  the  simpler  it  is,  the  more  favourable  it 
will  be  to  his  cure.  It  should  consist  of  farina- 
ceous matter,  as  gruel,  or  decoction  of  sarsapa- 
rilla, with  hreadj  for  breakfast  and  supper; 
broth  and  soup,  with  a small  portion  of  animal 
food,  will  make  a suitable  dinner.  No  fermented 
liquors  should  be  allowed.  W^eak  wine  and 
water  make  the  best  beverage.  This  is  the 
fittest  plan  that  can  be  pursued,  and  everv 
advantage  will  arise  to  the  patient  for  having 
this  restraint  upon  himself.  It  is  very  rare 
in  modern  times  that  the  disease  is  found  to  go 
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farther  thati  what  has  been  described;  but  where 
much  neglect  has  happened,  and  no  means 
of  cure  have  been  attended  to,  other  symptoms 
occur  besides  those  which  have  been  specified. 
Thus  a slight  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  and 
dimness  of  sight,  is  sometimes  met  with.  In 
this  case,  the  appearance  of  the  eye  is  peculiar, 
and  readily  distinguished  from  other  inflamma- 
tions, and  it  is  only  to  the  use  of  mercury 
it  yields.  Other  symptoms  which  are  observed 
at  times,  are  fissures  of  the  palms  of  the  hands, 
and  about  the  anus,  and  excrescences  also  about 
the  latter.  All  these  symptoms  readily  yield  to 
the  plan  w^e  have  detailed.  At  this  time  of 
day,  the  appearances  which  marked  the  disease 
at  its  commencement,  are  unknown.  Then  the 
loss  of  the  hair,  of  the  teeth,  and  even  of 
the  eyes,  are  mentioned  as  common  occurrences; 
we  have  reason  therefore  to  infer,  that  the  action 
of  the  poison  is  now  of  a milder  nature,  and  that 
the  treatment  of  the  disease  is  better  understood ; 
but  still  there  are  instances  where  a person 
is  Kafiled  in  a successful  issue  of  the  cure. 
This  arises  either  from  the  remedy  being  carried 
too  far,  or  from  a fault  in  the  constitution  of  the 
patient.  11  is  being  badly  prepared;  the  form  ill 
fitted  to  the  disease,  not  having  been  given  long 
enough,  or  in  sufficient  quantity:  the  grand 
object  in  this  disease  is  to  employ  the  mercury 
in  such  quantity  and  at  such  periods  as  to  com- 
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pletely  destroy  the  venereal  virus.  The  same 
observations  apply  to  ulcers  in  the  consti- 
tutional stage  of  the  disease.  No  exact  pe- 
riod can  be  prescribed  for  continuing  the  course 
of  mercury;  it  must  be  determined  by  the 
appearance  of  the  cure.  In  certain  constitu- 
tions, the  moment  the  venereal  disposition  of 
the  sore  is  subdued,  mercury  acts  as  a poison  on 
the  habit.  Wherever  the  veneral  ulcers  heal  up 
to  a certain  point,  and  afterwards  become  pain- 
ful, and  increase  in  size,  instead  of  going  on 
to  contract,  there  is  ground  to  suppose  that 
the  medicine  has  been  continued  too  long. 
Instead  of  being  persisted  in,  or  increased  in 
quantity,  the  mercury  should  be  immediately 
laid  aside,  and  bark,  opium,  and  sarsaparilla 
substituted  in  its  place,  along  with  a milk  diet, 
and  a change  to  the  country  air,  so  that  the  vital 
energy  may  be  restored.  This  plan  will  rectify 
the  faults  of  the  mercury,  restore  the  patient  to 
sound  health,  and  heal  up  the  remains  of  this 
disease, 

HYPOCHONDRIACAL  DISEASES 

Consist  in  a nervous  relaxation  and  general 
want' of  energy  in  the  whole  system,  and  are 
more  generally  found  among  those  whose  occu- 
pations confine  them  to  the  house,  and  whose 
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principal  pleasure  consists  in  the  luxuriance  o4 
their  table;  these  individuals,  from  the  nature  of 
their  habits,  are  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of 
their  own  thoughts;  being  unacquainted  with 
philosophy,  they  never  think  for  themselves, 
they  neglect  the  most  simple  and  salutary  modes 
for  their  cure,  while  with  avidity  they  sei^e  on 
the  most  improper,  thus  they  become  the  slaves 
of  the  most  ridiculous  and  mysterious  preju^ 
dice:  hence  has  arisen  the  idea,  thatthesediseases 
are  the  mere  offspring  of  a fervid,  or  depressed 
imagination ; but  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  for  they 
really  constitute  a class  of  very  distressing  and 
painful  diseases,  and  which  have  a very  great 
effect  on  organization:  though  I cannot  invest!^ 
gate  the  modus  operandi  of  this  class  of  dis- 
ease, yet  Ifom  the  effects  they  produce  on  the 
animal  mechanism,  I am  led  to  consider  them  as 
diseases  of  positive  and  direct  debility,  and  to  be 
for  the  most  part  combined  either  in  cause 
or  effect,  with  a general  derangement  of  the 
whole  nervous  system,  and  which  in  fact  diffu- 
ses an  universal  debility  on  the  whole  frame. 
This  singular  and  unhappy  disease,  in  which 
the  mind  participates  in  a peculiar  manner,  (for 
in  fact  it  is  generally  produced  by  moral  causes,) 
consists  of  an  assemblage  of  highly  varied,  and 
extraordinary  symptoms,  arising  in  the  genera- 
lity of  cases  from  a concurrence  of  causes  more 
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or  less  multiplied:  these  causes  are  occasionally 
hereditary,  but  more  frequently  attend  on  con- 
stitutions debilitated  by  irregularities,  or  by  a 
long  continued  action  of  ^ovne  specific  disease; 
so  extensive  is  the  empire  of  hypochondriacal 
diseases,  that  very  few  women  or  sedentary  men 
are  exempt  from  its  baneful  influence. 

The  generality  of  people  who  belong  to  this 
class,  are  of  a very  unsteady  character  and  tem- 
per, timid,  languid,  and  extremely  low  spirited; 
on  every  change  of  sensation,  they  dread  danger, 
and  even  death;  medicine  has  little  influence 
over  this  class  of  disease;  it  is  to  moral  medicine 
we  must  look  to  meliorate  its  effects,  and  parti- 
cularly w^here  the  nervous  system  is  highly 
irritable:  the  bowels  and  digestive  organs  are 
generally  deranged,  for  the  first  cause  of  this 
invidious  and  distressing  malady,  is  a prominent 
deranGrement  of  the  nervous  affection  of  the 
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organs  of  digestion;  for  the  gastric  juice  displays 
a great  variety  of  syrni)toms  of  complete  dis- 
ease, such  as  nausea  and  irregular  appetite, 
attended  with  hiccup  and  flatulency  ; sometimes 
a costive  state  pervades  the  system,  and  at 
another  period  the  bowels  will  he  open,  and  that 
without  any  known  cause  : it  is  indeed  a most 
complicated  affection,  and  imitates  the  symp» 
toms  of  almost  every  other  disease;  in  fact  no 
disease  can  effect  a more  numerous  train  than 
this  ; for  all  persons  who  make  a bad  use  of 


their  intellectua],  digestive,  muscular,  and  gene- 
rative organs  are  its  subjects. 

Tiie  principal  object  in  giving  medicine  in 
this  disease  is  to  regulate  the  bowels,  and 
strengthen  the  nervous  system,  for  our  mode  of 
treating  in  this  disease  has  not  reached  tiie  alti- 
tude of  its  perfection. 

Small  doses  of  calotnel,  with  preparations  of 
steel,  1 have  given  witli  some  advantage.  Erne- 
tics  in  the  early  stage  arc  not  wilJiout  service, 
and  where  very  great  debility  prevails  in  the 
stomach,  the  following  mixture  will  have  its 
benefit  : 

Take  of  the  Compound  Infusion  of  Gentiaiij 
five  ounces. 

Prepared  Natron,  one  drachm. 

Tincture  of  Ginger,  six  drachms : To  be 
mixed. 

Take  three  table-spoonsfull  twice  a day, 

CANCER  OF  THE  PENIS. 

The  approach  of  this  disease  is  marked  by  a 
small  tumour,  or  warty  excrescence,  upon  the 
glans,  or  prepuce  of  the  penis,  and  is  occa- 
sionally attended  with  a natural  phymosis,  or 
the  jatter  disease  becomes  the  consequence 
of  the  former;  after  an  indefinite  period,  inflam- 
xnation  comes  on,  ulceration  follows,  foetid  mat-? 
ter  is  discharged,  and  a true  cancerous  fungus 
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arises,  accompanied  with  uncommon  pain  ; if  in 
this  last  stage  amputation  is  defen ed,  like  every 
species  of  this  unhappy  disease,  it  proves  fatal. 

I know  no  remedy  but  the  operation  for  this 

t 

cancer,  and  if  even  that  is  lingered  with,  the 
most  eminent  danger  is  to  be  dreaded. 

EXCORIATIONS  OF  THE  GLANS  AND  PREPUCE. 

I have  frequently  been  consulted  respecting 
these  excoriations  being  venereal  ; whether  they 
ever  take  upon  them  that  specific  character 
requires  consideration  ; and  our  opinion  in  a 
great  measure  must  be  guided  by  tlse  cause 
rather  than  the  effect  produced  ; for  it  is 
certain  this  disease  does  arise  where  there  has 
never  been  any  contagion  ; indeed,  T have  been 
lead  to  conceive  that  by  a conneiTion  with 
a female  labouring  under  the  flour  albns  this  ^ 
effect  might  be  produced.  As  a secreting 
surface,  I do  consider  it  liable  to  all  the  diseases 
incident  to  surfaces  secreting ; have  we  noF an 
^ example  in  chancre  here,  and  why  should  we 

not  have  gonorrhoea  ? Diluted  spirits  are  the 
best  application ; the  following  I have  given  with 
success  : 

Take  of  Tincture  of  Opium,  one  drachma 
Jl.ose.  water,  six  ounces,  mixed. 
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WARTS. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  symptom,  after  chancre 
has  healed,  for  a warty  excrescence  to  arise  in 
its  place:  the  part  acquires  this  disposition  from 
its  surface  having  been  long  in  contact  with  the 
venereal  virus,  but  without  acquiring  any  ve- 
nereal disposition,  hence  mercury  can  have  no 
effect  upon  tiiem. 

Scissars  are  the  best  instrument  we  have  for 
their  destruction,  and  when  removed  they 
should  immediately  be  touched  with  caustic. 

ONANISM. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  object  of  the  first 
importance,  that  the  diseases  arising  in  conse- 
quence of  this  practice,  should  be  distinguished 
into  several  kinds,  according  to  their  principal 
symptoms  ; and  though  the  limits  of  an  elemen- 
tary work  will  not  admit  us  to  trace  them 
through  all  their  stages  and  consequences,  we 
shall  endeavour  by  the  advancement  of  genei'al 
principles  to  elucidate  our  subject  in  such  a 
form  as  will  leave  us  in  possession  of  the  most 
essential  character  that  marks  each  division  : 
for  I am  of  opinion,  the  treatment  of  these  dis- 
eases claims  our  serious  attention  ; for  the  idea 
of  seminal  weakness  is  attached  to  every  stage, 
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arid  patients  are  apt  to  consider  themselves  la- 
bouring under  an  actual  and  dangerous  disease, 
when  none  virtually  exists.  The  patient  inces- 
santly dwells  upon  them,  is  eager  togoany  length 
to  get  rid  of  them,  for  they  generally  consider 
them  as  a visitation  ; gloomy  and  discordant  are 
this  class  of  people,  pleasure  is  only  known  to 
them  bv  name,  we  have  therefore  a most  anxious 
task  to  perform,  for  we  have  not  only  to  re- 
gulate the  body,  but  the  mind  also,  the  latter  of 
which  will  be  best  accomplished  by  endea- 
vouring to  attract  the  attention  to  a proper  sense 
of  its  duty,  and  a laudable  endeavour  to  inspire 
confidence  in  our  mode  of  treatment. 

Mr.  John  Hunter  considered  this  practice  of 
little  consequence,  w' here  used  with  moderation; 
this  seducing  theory,  however,  appears  to  me  to 
be  at  opposition  with  fact,  at  least  in  all  the 
cases  I have  seen,  and  they  have  been  very  nu- 
merous ; I contend,  by  this  effeminate  practice 
a constant  irritation  is  produced  in  the  system, 
and  which,  by  its  constant  operation,  renders 
the  delicate  fibres  of  these  organs  callous  to  the 
act  of  coition  ; for  by  the  constant  repetition  of 
this  act,  the  organs  of  these  parts  are  so  fami- 
liarized to  the  dictates  of  the  imagination  that 
they  are  more  readily  excited  into  action  by  this 
morbid  and  vitiated  influence,  than  by  the  effect 
of  their  natural  stimuli.  Thus  the  foundation 
of  an  aversion  to  Paphian  pleasure  is  laid,  and 
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nocturnal  emissions  follow  : some  slight  local 
irritation  of  these  parts  agitate  the  first  link  of 
that  chain  of  ideas  which  has  been  artificia  lly 
associated  with  the  action  of  these  organs  : un- 
interrupted by  ext(  rnal  impressions,  the  chain 
continues,  and  the  organs  undisturbed  continue 
to  perform  their  functions  in  compliance  to  this 
excitement;  and  these  repetitions  I contend  are 
more  than  the  natural  stimuli  c n\  hear,  and  ap- 
pear to  me  to  produce  that  insensibility  to  erec- 
tion, which  lays  the  foundation  of  impotency ; 
for  I am  physically  and  morally  convinced,  the 
mind,  by  becoming  interested  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  act,  grows  debilitated,  and  silently 
tortured  by  the  bitterest  agonies  of  remorse, 
produce  a general  lassitude  of  the  nervous  action 
in  which  the  whole  system  participates:  but 
more  particularly  the  organs  of  reproduction, 
for  such  is  the  sympathy  of  these  parts  to  the 
act  of  impression,  that  all  the  moral  and  physi- 
cal sensibilities  are  directed  to  them  as  to  one 
common  focus.  Perhaps  a stronger  illustration 
of  this  fact  cannot  be  met  with,  than  in  Dr. 
Darwin's  Zoonomia,  where  treating  of  that  hal- 
lucination of  mind  produced  by  the  predomin- 
ance of  one  particular  impression,  he  mentions 
the  circumstance  of  a man  who  shot  himself, 
leaving  upon  the  table  a small  slip  of  paper, 
containing  these  words  only,  “ 1 am  impotent 
and  not  fit  to  live/' 
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Our  mode  of  treatment  in  this  state  of  tbiogSj 
5s  to  endeavour  to  convince  our  patient  of  the 
impropriety  of  this  practice,  which,  if  timely 
abandoned,  requires  little  medicine  to  assist,  for 
it  is  the  uioral  affections  vve  have  to  correct,  and 
wdiere  medicine  is  required,  we  must  constantly 
bear  in  recollection  that  vve  w’ant  to  stimulate 
the  extreme  vessels,  to  accelerate  the  returning 
blood,  and  to  excite  the  nervous  system. 

MUCAL  DISCHARGES,  . . ‘ 

The  last  subject  leads  us  to  a consideraton  of 
all  the  discharges  from  the  urethra,  that  have  not 
yet  been  described  ; and  though  1 mean  not  to 
contend  they  are  all  the  legitimate  or  bastard 
offspring  of  the  above  practice,  yet  as  the  source 
from  whence  many  of  these  discharges  arise 
cannot  be  well  ascertained,  or  what  is  the  actual 
state  of  disease  these  parts  require  to  produce 
such  effects,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  those 
only  that  have  been  confounded  with  seminal 
weakness. 

The  first  that  claims  our  attention  under  this, 
head,  is  a discharge  that  is  secreted  from  the 
mucal  glands  of  the  uretlira;  for  among  this 
class  it  occasionally  holds  a prominent  and  a 
very  fastidious  character,  and  particularly  so 
when  it  flows  somewhat  constant,  for  then  in« 
deed  it  is  no  easy  task  to  persuade  our  patient  it 
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is  not  semen:  the  distinction,  however,  on  the 
examination  of  the  discharge,  will  be  clearly 
seen,  for  it  is  only  by  attending  to  the  quantity 
and  colour  we  can  counler-distinguish  it  from 
semen  ; hence,  if  the  discharge  is  a mere  increase 
of  this  natural  secretion,  the  quantity  secreted 
will  be  very  small,  except  when  lascivious  ideas 
have  been  indulged,  then  perhaps  a small  stain 
may  be  observed  on  the  linen,  and  the  lips  of 
the  urethra  glued  together  by  it  : in  colour  it 
bears  a resemblance  to  the  white  of  an  egg,  and 
has  at  no  period  the  least  appearance  of  semen. 
All  the  discharges  of  this  class  being  of  a very 
mixed  and  doubtful  character,  and  very  different 
one  from  another,  no  general  rule  of  treatment 
can  be  laid  down.  In  cases  of  extreme  relaxa- 
tion and  debility  arising  from  the  influence  of 
moral  causes,  I have  seen  this  secretion  rather 
copious:  yet  I cannot  think  it  further  dangerous, 
than  the  importance  some  patients  attach  to  it. 
The  nitric  acid  in  an  infusion  of  Quassia  has 
been  of  service  in  many  cases  I have  seen. 

OF  THE  DISCHARGE  OF  THE  SECRETION  OF 

THE  PROSTATE  GLAND,  AND  THE  VESICULAR 

SEMINALES. 

The  various  effect  these  discharges  have  upon 
the  animal  frame,  depend  solely  on  the  influence 
they  have  acquired  on  the  mind,  and  our  pre- 
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sumption  in  this  opinion  becomes  elucidated  by 
our  attending  to  the  different  character  these 
discharges  assume  in  different  patients.  Like 
many  affections  of  the  urethra,  we  cannot  pre- 
cisely trace  its  source,  we  know  that  it  only 
comes  with  the  last  drops  of  urine,  and  at  the 
time  of  our  being  at  stool  ; for  in  delicate  habits, 
at  that  period  of  extension,  the  muscles  of  these 
parts  suffer  much  from  straining,  and  the  quan- 
tity secreted  will  depend  on  the  actual  state  of 
the  mind  ; yet  that  quantity  is  a sufficient  cri- 
terion of  its  not  being  semen,  for  the  seminal 
vessels  could  not  secrete  in  the  given  time  such 
a quantity  : and  secondly,  it  neither  partakes  in 
colour  or  smell  with  semen. 

Our  curative  object  will  be  best  facilitated  by 
removing  a febrile  and  costive  state  of  the  body, 
which  will  assist  the  resources  of  nature,  to  re- 
.store  the  parts  to  their  original  vigour. 

NOCTURNAL  EMISSIONS, 

As  unconnected  with  any  improper  practice, 
occasionally  lay  the  foundation  of  seminal 
weakness  and  gleet ; but  though  totally  distinct 
from  onanism,  yet  may  be  an  effect  produced  by 
disease  arises  from  a spontaneous  erec- 
tion of  the  penis,  and  a discharge  of  semen 
takes  place  unsolicited  by  the  patient  who  fre- 
quently is  unconscigus  of  it,  till  waked  by  the 


act  of  emission  ; tins  eitlier  arises  from  a plcni-^ 
tilde  of  the  vessels,  or  is  the  consequence  of' 
dreams.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  inquire  into 
the  series  of  phenomena  these  emissions  give  rise 
to.  and  the  peculiar  syrapiovns  produced  b} 
them. 

it  is  from  the  strong  imnression  no  cure  can 
be  effected,  that  this  disease  has  increased  ; 
hence  hasarisen  that  melancholy  train  of  disease?, 
connected  with  general  debility  ; and  with  this 
prejn  liceis  connected  the  fear  of  not  being  able 
to  perform  the  grand  function  ol  Nature;  for, 
next  to  the  necessaries  connected  with  the  pre- 
servation of  the  individual,  the  most  imperious 
is  that,  which  is  subservient  to  the  propagation 
of  our  species  ; for  every  one  feels  proudly  soli- 
citous to  exhibit  proofs  of  his  manly  prowess  in 
this  mysterious  and  most  important  act  of  man- 
hood. ' This  is  clearly  not  a disease  of  the  parts 
connected  with  generation,  but  of  the  mind,  in 
as  much  as  the  mind  seduces  itself  to  believe  the 
organs  are  incompetent  to  this  grand  task.  Ko 
doubt  cases  of  real  debility  are  to  be  found  ; but 
where  one  case  of  real  debility  is  found,  there  are 
a hundred  imaginary  ones,  and  these  latter  be- 
come formidable  in  proportion  as  the  mind  is  ai- 
fected.  If  towards  that  period  of  life  when  Na- 
ture is  advancing  the  individual  to  perfect  man- 
buod,  young  people  are  confined  to  a sedenUny 
life,  instead  of  engagements  that  expand  the 
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limbs  and  fully  occupy  the  mental  faculties,  a 
superabundant  degree  of  irritation  is  produced, 
which  expands  itself  on  the  self-created  object 
of  the  imagination  ; in  such  situations  improper 
habits  are  very  easily  acquired  ; at  first  by  imi- 
tation, and  then  by  habit  ; hence  the  inven- 
tive powers  of  the  imagination  supply  the 
place  of  natural  objects.  A suspension  of 
the  equilibrium  of  the  nervous  system  hav- 
ing taken  place,  a continued  voluntary  effort 
to  retain  certain  ideas  in  the  mind  is  the  off- 
spring,  combined  \yith  peculiar  organic  ope- 
lations;  and  tiius  a new  chain  of  associations 
between  the  mind  and  some  of  the  corporeal 
actions  are  fixed,  and  volition  is  graduallv 
brought  on  to  influence  a function  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  Nature,  ought  never 
to  be  exercised  but  under  the  direction  of 
instinct. 

This  emission  of  semen  takes  place  towards 
day-break,  arising  from  a renewal  of  that  general 
excitability  which  takes  place  during  the  first 
sleep  ; the  interval  between  rendering  the  system 
more  susceptible  of  every  new  impression,  and 
the  debility  of  a weak  mind  favouring  the  im- 
pression, repetition  succeeding  repetition,  the 
above  described  association  is  further  confirmed, 
and  of  course  the  difficulty  of  destroying  the 
habit  rendered  more  tedious  and  doubtful,  while 
the  power  and  desire  of  performing  the  natural 
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function  are,  of  course,  proportionally  impaired. 
The  mind  encroaching  upon  the  prerogatives  ot 
the  natural  stimuli,  the  organs  of  generation, 
either  from  a morbid  rapidity  of  action,  or  from 
being  long  accustomed  to  obey  the  dictates  ot 
the  imagination  on  the  slightest  irritation,  are 
no  longer  capable  of  the  excitement  produced 
on  a healthy  subject  by  the  opposite  sex.  As 

a disease  of  the  mind,  called  into  action  by  all 

the  possible  causes  that  produce  physical  and 
moral  irritation,  the  first  object  is  to  destroy  the 
acquired  association  of  ideas,  existing  between 
the  mental  and  organic  action,  and  to  prevent 
the  mind  from  recurrence  to  its  former  associa- 
tions ; else  the  stimulating  power  will  exhaust 
its  excitability  to  such  a degree  as  to  bring  on 
direct  debility  ; the  exciting  power  being  dis- 
turbed, the  natural  functions  of  the  body  gra- 
dually grow  more  and  more  languid.  Rousseau 
recommends  to  the  period  of  youth  the  sports  of 
the  field,  as  days  of  fatigue  will  be  followed  by 
nights  of  repose  ; and  thus  the  superabundant 
irritability  of  the  system  will  be  relieved.  Ce- 
libacy  is  a state  evidently  at  variance  with  IS  a- 
ture  and  Society.  It  is  a most  singular  circum- 
stance, that  those  people  who,  from  disgust  to 
society,  have  sought  solitude,  have,  by  the  pe- 
culiarity of  their  example  and  mode  of  life,  pro- 
duced a ixreat  proportion  of  citizens  entirely  de- 
veted  to  solitude  and  celibacy  ; history  furnishes 
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!*inmerous  exaniples  of  this  kind.  The  Eeyp» 
ti;ms  and  the  Greeks,  in  their  decline,  consider- 
ai>iy  su  ffered  by  tlie  effect  of  this  example  ; and 
in  modem  times  we  see  this  spirit  of  solitude 
increase  among  the  oriental  and  meridiotial  parts 
of  Lurope.  i conceive  it  the  interest  of  every 
state  to  discoitntenance  this  turn  for  celibacy, 
as  tar  as  possible,  for  i believe  it  will  require  no 
great  strength  of  argument  to  convince  every 
state  that  its  welfare  consists  in  a healthy  and 
mimerous  population  ; therefore  it  follows,  that 
no  govetiiment  can  he  too  solicitous  to  promote 
marnao-e  among  its  people;  hence,  I contend, 

■ It  becomes  a carmen  necessariura  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  impotence  in  males,  and  sterility 
in  females,  and  what  influence  prostitution  has 
on  the  general  interest  of  a state  ; and  whether 
in  an  age  that  may  have  been  equalled,  but  not 
Surpassed,  in  licentiousness,  the  effect  of  these 
causes  may  have  increased  or  decreased.  As  far 
as  regards  impotence  and  sterility,  we  may  take, 
for  our  established  priori,  syphilitic  diseases  as 
the  cause  ; and  this  I am  the  more  anxious  to 
maintain,  in  order  to  completely  destroy  every 
germ  of  that  dangerous  and  contemptible  hypo*, 
thesis,  at  present  too  fatally  believed  ; viz.  that 
Maslurhation  renders  its  deluded  victims  unequal 
(o  the  task  of  coition  and  propagation.  It  does 

not  fall  to  the  department  of  the  physician  to 

aggravate  the  disease,  by  surrounding  it  with 
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more  horrors  than  it  really  possesses.  Such  a 

line  of  conduct  is  as  futile  as  it  is  criminal,  as 

wanton  as  it  is  unwise  ; and  its  influence  over 
a weak  mind  may  he  more  keen  than  death. 

It  is  a singular  fact,  that  when  a patient  is  at 
a loss  at  what  door  to  lay  his  complaint,  here  for 
his  heavy  burthen  he  finds  a resting  post ; and 
without  further  inquiry  or  reflection,  he  con- 
siders this  disease  as  the  fundamental  cause  of 
his  ill  health.  Lamentable  is  his  situation  undei 
such  an, impression  ; instead  of  endeavouring  to 
fortify  an  already  exhausted  mind  against  the 
immoral  attacks  of  a depraved  imagination,  he 
fondly  courts  them  ; and  as  prepossession  always 
exceeds  the  circle  of  possibility,  he  thinks  every 
individual  is  acquainted  with  the  nature,  cause, 
and  history  of  his  disease  ; every  pimple,  every 
flush  of  the  face  alarms  him:  thus  he  fears  the 
scorn  of  a world  who  never  give  themselves  the 
trouble  to  think  about  him  or  his  disease. 

The  existence  of  this  disease  is  generally  in- 
dicated by  great  debility,  langour,  listlessness, 
want  of  resolution  and  activity,  a great  disposi- 
tion to  sadness,  an  idea  of  future  evil,  and  a long 
train  of  similar  sensations,  which  powerfully 
contribute  to  debilitate  the  general  system  ; this 
effect  is  manifested  by  the  body  becoming  feeble 
and  meagre,  the  appetite  voracious,  tlie  organs 
of  generation  so  flaccid  and  enfeebled,  that  the 
slightest  titilation  produces  erection,  which  is 
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succeeded  by  emission  of  either  a portion  of  the 
natural  mucus  of  the  glands  of  the  urethra,  or  a 
secretion  of  the  prostate  gland  and  the  vesiculm 
seminahs,  (but  not  of  semen,)  and  depression  of 
spirits;  these  symptoms,  by  constant  repetition, 
become  very  unpleasant  during  the  night ; in 
short,  this  at  last  produces  a constant  discharge 
of  a thin,  clear,  and  slimy  liquid.  This  is  follow- 
ed by  that  nervous  irritability  which  in  delicate 
constitutions  lays  the  foundation  of  more  serious 
consequences,  and  if  persisted  in,  will  reduce  the 
patient  to  the  last  stage  of  a confirmed  con- 
sumption; it  comes  before  its  time,  anticipated 
and  inflicted  by  remorseless  conscience. 

In  the  delicate  female,  with  these  symptoms 
are  united  chlorosis.  By  this  constant  action, 
the  energy  ot  the  brain,  and  the  nervous  system 
will  be  completely  destroyed.  To  treat  the  dis- 
ease, in  this  stage,  (to  which  it  may  arise  in  one 
case  out  ot  many,)  as  an  imaginary  one,  would 
be  the  height  of  folly,  and  increase  the  general 
disposition  to  despondency,  which  forms  one  of 
the  first  objects  of  cure  ; for  by  gaining  the  con- 
fidence of  your  patient,  you  may  divert  his  at- 
tention from  the  nature  of  his  complaint,  an 
object  well  worthy  of  medical  consideration. 

Dr.  Falconer,  says,  ‘‘  you  ought  to  endeavour 
jo  excite  the  fortitude  of  the  sufferer,  by  repre- 
senting to  him,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  a brave 
and  resolute  character  to  be  always  complaining 
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of  his  misfortunes,  which  are  in  a great  measure 
incidental  to  all/’  And  the  eloquent  Sauvage 
says,  “ the  attendants  of  such  patients  should 
constantly  endeavour  to  abstract  their  minds 
fi’om  rellecling  on  their  own  health  and  situa“ 


tion/’ 

Perhaps  to  a want  of  attention  on  the  first 
commencement  of  the  disease  may  be  aLtiibuted 


the  alarming  increase  ot  insanity. 

Prom  the  frequent  opportunity  I have  had  of 


treating’  insanity  in  all  its  complicated  stages,  I 
have  remarked  that  its  first  symptoms  wili  yield 
to  medical  aid  ; and  the  persuasion  that  the  in- 


dividual can  never  be  restoreu  to  health  anci  so- 
ciety, too  frequently  prevents  the  unhappy  suf- 
ferer’s friends  from  endeavouring  to  restore  him. 
Feeling  confident  no  assistance  can  be  rendered, 
with  a criminal  indifference  they  permit  the 
disease  to  advance,  till  it  arrives  at  that  luckless 
stage,  where  a removal  to  the  siaugUteji  ot  reason, 
becomes  necessary.  Such  a system  of  brutality 
and  ignorance  cannot  be  too  much  deprecated. 
It  is  during  the  suspension,  during  the  confir- 
mation of  the  actual  disease,  that  medicine  can 
with  any  assurance  of  success  be  applied. 

The  plan  of  cure  in  this  disease  is  somewhat 
complex.  I rom  the  variety  ol  chaiacteis  it  as- 
sumes in  different  constitutions,  a general  line 


of  practice  can  only  here  be  noticed  ; it  may 
justly  be  classed  among  the  rank  we  term  ob- 
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probria  medicorum.  As  the  disease  depends 
upon  the  affections  of  the  mind,  the  first  object 
is  to  gain,  by  every  possible  means,  the  confi- 
dence of  the  patient ; and  to  endeavour  to  ac- 
quire a knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  the  mind, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  form  a judgment  what  advance 
the  disease  has  made  ; for  that  which  was  once 
ideal,  by  constantly  dwelling  upon  it,  assumes 
an  actual  stage  of  disease  : and  that  during  the 
period  of  languishing  energy. 

Among  the  most  singular  of  these  effects,  is 
that  of  Spinelio,  the  celebrated  artist,  who  paint- 
ed the  fall  of  the  rebel  angels  in  such  tremendous 
shades,  and  gave  so  fierce  a countenance  to  Lu- 
cifer, that  he  was  so  struck  with  horror  himself, 
as  ever  after  to  believe  the  demon  present.  The 
mind,  long  occupied  by  the  pursuit  of  one  ob- 
ject, impresses  its  action  so  forcibly  on  the  brain, 
that  the  effect  continues  long  after  the  cause  has 
ceased.  Such  powerful  impressions  are  not  to 
be  removed  by  magnifying  the  horrors  of  the 
disease,  but  by  condoling  with  him  respecting 
his  foibles;  reasoning  with  him  on  the  nature 
of  his  disease,  ridiculing  his  tenacity  about  fu- 
ture evil,  pointing  out  the  real  source  of  his 
sufferings  ; telling  him  by  what  means  his  re- 
covery depends  upon  himself,  and  what  effect 
you  expect  from  the  remedies  you  apply  ; for 
the  object  we  have  in  view  is  to  restore  the 
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onerev  of  the  brain  and  the  nervous  system,  and 
to  obviate  the  morbid  association  of  ideas  that 
produced  the  disease. 

Lio'ht  nutritive  diet,  wine  and  water,  orbrandy 
and  water;  no  malt  liquors.  Camphor,  opium, 
valerian,  warm  and  cold  bathing,  in  short,  the 
whole  restorative  system  ; a cool  bed-chamber, 
scanty  covering  of  blankets,  in  short,  ev^ery 
thing  that  diminishes  irritation.  Marriage  liere 
nature  solicits. 

SEMINAL  WEAKNESS. 


The  prominent  character  of  seminal  weakness 
is  genera],  not  partial,  debility,  and  is  very  fre- 
cuaentlv  combined  with  venereal  adection,  very 

I 

often  accompanies  gleet,  and  may  occasionally 
j)recede  it.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  as- 
certain, whether  the  mind  or  organs  are  here  de- 
railed, for  the  mind  over  these  organs  exerts 
great  power  ; but  the  extent  and  mode  of  this 
laingular  agency  we  cannot  define. 

Having  fully  entered  upon  this  subject,  as 
connected  with  venereal  excitement,  i shall 


here  treat  it  as  solely  arising  fiom  the  o|»eiavion 
of  diseases  arising  in  consequence  of  onanism, 
for  here  the  secreting  power  of  the  testicles  is 
too  rapid  for  the  penis,  which,  wanting  a correv 
spondiiig  erection,  scarcely  participates  in  the 
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act  of  eniission  ; hence  it  follows,  that  the  erec- 
tion of  that  member  depends  more  on  the  mind, 
than  on  the  secretion  of  semen. 

It  is  in  this  stage  we  are  to  consider  seminal 
weakness  of  a dangerous  tendency.  W e gene- 
rally find  no  particular  affection  of  the  organs 
. of  generation . The  semen  here  flows  from  an 
involuntary  action,  while  in  the  other  two,  the 
action  of  friction  or  titiiation  produces  the  dis- 
charge. 

This  disease  is  not  a disease  of  health  and  re- 
pletion, but  of  ill  health  and  depletion,  a disease 
of  exhaustion  and  direct  debility,  induced  by  a 
morbid  action,  producing  too  general  an  excite- 

r 

ment  of  the  animal  machine.  In  the  former 
stages  copulation  is  recommended,  because  Na- 
ture herself  dictates  it;  but  in  this  we  have  a 
diffei-ent  object  to  obtain  ; for  here  we  have  to 
supply  a superabundant  waste  of  the  semen — 
we  have  to  replete  not  deplete.  And  however 
salutary  sexual  intercourse  may  be  to  the  animal 
in  perfect  health,  here  it  must  be  used  wdth  con- 
siderable prudence.  Many  are  the  able  and  in- 
genious hypotheses  that  have  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  learned  to  explain  this  mystic 
rite;  but  our  actual  knowledge  of  sexual  in- 
tercourse is  only  built  upon  the  phenomena  it 
affords. 

Vfe  are  acquainted  with  no  function  of  the 
animal  mechanism  so  specially  dependant  upon 
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the  mind  as  this  ; for  though  sexual  intercourse 
is  a compound  act  of  the  body  and  the  mind; 
its  essential  energy,  its  peculiar  stimuli,  pro- 
ceeds from  the  miud,  and  according  to  the  ex- 
citing en('rgy  of  the  mind,  is  the  act  performed  ; 
and  thus  from  a compound  act  of  indescribable 
pleasure  and  languor,  organic  beings  are  endow-  ^ 
ed  with  power  to  produce  others  similar  to 
themselves  ; or  rather  let  me  add,  an  essential 
part  of  themselves  is  separated  in  the  act;  the 
power  of  that  separation  being  concentrated  in 
the  orenerative  organs.  The  moment  the  semen 
has  passed,  from  the  greater  exertion  used  by 
the  male,  languor  and  depression  succeed  ; but 
at  this  period,  his  office  is  complete,  and  a new 
and  complicated  arrangement  takes  place  in  the 
female,  but  what  is  the  character  of  that  arrange- 
ment, which  actually  takes  place  within  the  fe- 
male uterus,  when  after  experiencing  the  most 
delightful  and  exquisite  of  all  sensual  pleasure, 
being  properly  impregnated  and  on  the  eve  ol 
giving  form  and  existence  to  her  offspring,  we 
yet  know  not ; all  is  a perfect  chaos : in  order  to 
illustrate  the  nature  of  this  animal  process,  by 
which  the  animal  creation  is  formed,  and  whose 
constant  operation  is  known  from  experience, 
as  far  as  our  investigation  can  go,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  what  is  requisite  for  that 
purpose. 

The  ovum  must  be  in  a state  of  maturity ; 
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there  must  be  a great  determination  of  blood  to 
the  womb,  tiiat,  together  with  tlie  venereal 
stimnii,  shall  solicit  a certain  action  in  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes,  b}^  which  the  fimbriae  grasp  the 
ovum  that  is  to  be  impregnated.  During  this 
condition  ol  the  parts  concerned,  the  semen 
virile  liiust  he  propelled  into  the  uterus,  in  order 
that  its  vivifying  particles  shall  pass  along  the 
tube  to  the  ovarium.  Fecundation  haviiiQ;  ac- 
tually taken  place,  a motion  is  induce' I in  the 
vivified  ovum,  which  ruptures  the  tender  vesi- 
cles that  contain  it  ; the  action  of  tlie  fimbriae 
of  the  Fallopian  tube  is  then  induced,  which 
grasps  and  conveys  it  into  the  tube  ; which,  by 
its  peculiar  peristaltic  motion,  conducts  it  into 
the  cavity  oftlie  uterus,  there  to  vivify  and  ina- 
turite  to  a proper  increase,  at  the  expense  of  the 
mother.  What  is  the  precise  mode  Nature  takes 
to  vivify  the  germ,  or  what  actually  takes  place 
at  the  moment  of  conception,  investigation  has 
left  us  where  she  found  us  ; all  we  are  certain  of 
is,  that  this  vital  power  is  universally  difiused 
through  all  the  animate  creation  ; from  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  the  correct  operations  of 
nature,  I have  no  doubt  were  we  possessed  of 
the  means  to  minutely  examine  the  ovarium  at 
the  period  of  fecundation,  and  during  the  early 
days  of  uterine  gestation,  a series  of  phenomena 
would  be  developed,  which  we  could  render  fa- 
miliar to  our  reason;  but  having  no  such  oppor- 
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tiinity,  we  wander  through  the  extensive  laby- 
rinth of  the  phenomena  that  accompany  the 
vital  functions  of  reproduction,  without  being 
able  to  acquire  any  positive  fact  that  can  lead  to 
a result  favourable  to  our  limited  investigation. 
The  continuity  of  the  act  is  tlie  only  point  we 
can  ascertain,  and  from  which  these  facts  are  ad- 
duced. A being  once  created  never  dies  ; in  its 
progress  through  life  it  is  subject  to  a certain  ac- 
tion, that  changes  its  character,  without  destroy- 
ing its  particles ; by  chemical  attraction  and 
combination  it  may  enter  into  an  infinity  ot 
bodies,  yet  it  must  carry  with  it  some  of  its  ori- 
ginal germ,  that  was  contained  in  the  ova,  when 
fecundated  by  the  secretion  of  the  male  coming 
into  contact  with  them,  the  vivitying  principle 
of  which  is  afterwards  solely  nourished  by  the 
female:  for  at  the  moment  ot  fecundation,  by  a 
mutual  process  of  action  and  reaction,  a circu- 
lation takes  place  between  the  foetus  in  embryo 
and  the  nutritive  power  of  the  mother,  by  the 
placenta,  and  as  far  as  hypothesis  goes,  gives 
strong  proofs  of  the  pre-existence  of  the  germ  in 
the  female,  though  dissection  exhibits  no  vessels 

correspondent  to  this  idea. 

From  this,  it  evidently  appears  the  semen  is 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  animal  economy, 
and  when  repeatedly  excited  to  emission  by  an 
unnatural  stimulus,  will  make  the  parts  feeble, 
and  if  carried  to  very  great  excess,  must  pro- 
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diice  impotence,  by  rendering'  the  semen  so 
thin,  as  even  to  stain  the  linen  yellow.  Such 
semen  has  not  had  due  time  to  concoct,  and  is 
emitted  without  desire  or  ability  : in  some  cases, 
I have  known  the  secretion  so  quick^  that  the 
least  friction  on  the  glans  has  prod uced'it,  even 
the  act  of  walking  or  riding  last.  Yet  here  I 
Would  have  it  distinctly  understood,  that  all 
organs  are  strengthened  and  improved  by  a 
proper  and  natural  exercise  of  their  functions, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  a certain  period  they  per- 
form with  ease  those  actions  which  at  first  were 
difficult  to  them. 

Nor  is  it  a matter  of  astonishment,  that  where 
these  habits,  or  venery,  are  frequent,  some  ma- 
nifest effect  should  be  produced  on  the  constitu- 
tion ; the  first  more  than  the  latter,  because  Na- 
ture is  more  consulted  by  one  action  than  the 
other  ; and  as  these  organs  first  suffer,  (they  re- 
ceiving their  nervous  ramification  from  thespinal 
marrow,)  it  has  been  concluded,  with  som6 
analogy,  I must  confess,  to  fact,  as  the  com- 
mencement of  Tabes  Dorsalis : it  may  be  the 
exciting,  but  never  the  predisposing  cause. 

I believe  Tabes  Dorsalis  has  rarely  been 
brought  on  by  actual  venery.  The  distinction 
between  venery  and  self  pollution  consists  in 
the  one  having  no  actual  excitement,  no  proper 
object  for  emission  ; the  masturbation  loses  all 
and  gains  nothing,  while  by  coition  with  a lovely 
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woman,  a man  is  not  sensible  of  his  lassitude 
and  feeling:  conscious  of  directing  his  passions 
to  their  proper  focus,  no  remorse  remains  behind 
to  become  the  gnawing  canker-worm  of  the 
heart.  Su-elv  then  this  holds  forth  to  the  un- 
happy  man  a pleasing  prospect  of  consolation 
when  he  departs  from  tliis  unnatural  practice — a 
practice  he  ought  to  leave  no  means  untried  to 
break  himself  of. 

A small  quantity  of  opium  in  a decoction  of 
bark  has  been  known  to  suspend  these  emis- 
sions ; but  there  is  a great  variety  in  the  diseas- 
ed action  of  the  parts,  all  of  which  require  proper 
investigation  before  any  mode  of  cure  can  be 
adopted. 

When  the  discharge  comes  away  insensibly^ 
a nourishing  diet,  with  sea-bathing,  and  the  use 
of  tonics,  are  the  only  means  to  be  resorted  to. 
The  following  remedy  has  been  found  useful : 

Take  of  the  Essential  Salt  of  Steel,  two 
drachms. 

- Opium,  ten  grains. 

Gum  Olibanum,  one  drachm. 

Camphor,  one  drachm. 

Simple  Syrup,  sufficient  to  make  a mass. 

To  be  made  into  forty-eight  pills,  three  of  which 
are  to  be  taken  tvvo  or  three  times  a day.  Dur- 
ing the  use  of  this  medicine,  where  sea-bathing 
cannot  lie  employed,  the  parts  may  be  bathed 
with  cold  water,  in  which  sea  salt,  and  crude  sal 
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^miiicFikc  have  been  dissolved  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a drachm  of  each  or  more  to  the  oint. — 
When  the  discharge  comes  off  whth  a regular 
spasm  or  an  emission,  the  use  of  antispasmodic 
remedies  will  be  proper,  as, 

'Fake  of  Russian  Castor,  one  scruple. 

\olatile  Salts,  ten  grains. 

Cinnamon  Water,  two  ounces. 

Gum  Opium,  quarter  of  a grain. 

Syrup  of  Cloves,  two  drachms. 

Essential  Salt  of  Steel,  ten  grains. 


To  be  made  into  a draught,  and  taken  twice  a 
day:  or  if  a pill  is  preferredj  the  following  may 
be  substituted. 

Take  of  Camphor,  half  a drachm ; to  be  dis- 
solved in  a few  drops  of  Spirits  of  Wine, 
then  add  Essential  Sait  of  Steel,  one  drachm. 

Oil  cf  Peppermint,  ten  drops. 

Extract  of  Gentian,  sufficient  to  form  a mass. 
To  be  divided  into  thirty  pills  ; two  or  three  to 
be  taken  at  a time,  and  repeated  as  often  as 
they  may  become  necessary  ; that  is,  twice  or 
three  times  a day,  if  the  discharge  is  not  sus- 
pended. 


TABES  -DORSALIS. 

-Says  Hippocrates,  in  the  Tabes  Dorsalis,  the 
spinal  marrow  becomes  dry,  principally  when 
the  veins  going  to  it  have  become  obstructed, 
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as  well  as  the  communications  between  it  and 
the  brain  : on  account  of  the  general  indisposi- 
tion of  the  body,  it  becomes  morbidly  affected  : 
it  likewise  becomes  dry,  in  consecjuence  of  ve- 
nery.  The  patient  is  distressed  with  the  follow- 
ing symptoms  : An  acute  pain  is  felt  in  the  head, 
neck,  and  loins,  and  in  the  lumbar  and  crural 
muscles,  so  that  he  is  incapable  of  bending  the 
legs  ; costiveness  occurs,  together  with  a diffi- 
culty of  making  water.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  disease  he  is  not  so  much  distressed  ; but 
the  longer  the  disease  is  protracted  the  more 
violent  do  all  the  symptoms  come. 

No  plan  of  treatment  can  be  laid  down  to 
meet  the  great  variety  of  the  causes  and  species 
that  belong  to  this  complaint ; for  every  stage, 
and  every  degree  of  that  stage,  admits  of  a 
great  line  of  practice.  The  object  that  strikes 
the  attention  is,  to  remove  the  cause  that  gave 
rise  to  the  complaint  \ to  correct  the  acrimony 
of  the  fluids:  to  present  obstructions;  to  dis- 
cuss them  when  present ; that  no  inflammation, 
suppuration,  or  ulceration,  may  intervene  ; and 
to  support  the  general  system.  The  whole 
nervous  system  is  affected  by  this  direful  dis- 
ease. Many  are  the  sources  from  whence  it 
originates.  Hippocrates  says,  Young  married 
people  are  more  the  subjects  of  it  than  others 
from  this  it  would  appear,  he  conceived  the 
frequent  emission  of  the  semen  to  be  the  most 
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.genera]  cause,  because  it  coieflv  onVinates  from 
the  medulla  spinalis  ; and  when  we  consider  the 
situation  of  the  spinal  marrow,  its  use,  and  its 
connection,  we  must  confess  his  reasoning  is 
pertectiy  correct.  in  speaking  of  the  more 
advanced  stages,  he  says,  “ The  patient  feels  a 
sensation  as  if  ants  were  creeping  down  from  his 
head  to  his  spine;’*  and  this  sensation  we  can 
reconcile,  when  we  reflect  that  the  spinal  mar- 
row  is  invested  with  a continuation  of  the  mem«^ 
branes  of  the  brain,  which  terminate  at  the 
bottom  of  thespine^  Seminal  fluid  flows  invo- 
luntarily when  he  voids  his  urine,  or  goes  to 
stool  ; and  so  weak  is  the  nature  of  such  viti- 


ated semen,  that  it  remains  not  in  the  uterus 
after  copulation  ; in  short,  general  weakness 
Succeeds,  and  death  is  welcomed  as  an  harbinger 
of  a better  world* 

In  giving  the  direction  towards  the  mode  of 
cure,  the  age,  temperament,  and  general  habits 
of  the  patient,  are  to  be  considered,  as  well 
as  the  climate.  General  rules  therefore  can 
only  be  spoken  of  here,  and  those  are  com- 
prised in  a small  compass:  restraining  the  pas- 


sions, proper  diet,  keeping  the  bowels  open,  the 
mind  occupied,,  a change  of  air,  no  animal  foocL 


milk,  fruits,  &cc.  &c.  This  must  shew  the 
absurdity  of  supposing  any  particular  medicine 
can  be  adapted  to  meet  with  success  the  various 
stages  of  this  disease:  and  if  this  is  a demoostra-^ 
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live  fact,  which  uiKiuestioiiably  it  is,  how  is 
it  possible  any  individual  can  so  prepare  a 
medicine  as  to  assimilate  itself  to  every  consti- 
tution ? 

Underthesc  distressing  circumstances,a  patient 
ought  to  lose  no  time  in  applying  for  advice;  fov 
dreadful  exulceration  of  the  bone,  when  once 
commenced,  not  only  reduces  the  bone  it  attacks 
to  a mere  mass  of  mouldering  corruption,  but 
threatens  the  whole  frame;  thus  inducing,  m 
the  active  bloom  of  life,  all  the  decrepitude 
of  old  age  ; for  not  satisfied  with  extending  its' 
most  distressing  symptoms  to  the  bones,  it 
attacks  the  nerves  in  their  several  ramifications, 
the  periosteum,  medullary  substance,  and  tie 
adjoining  tendons  of  the  muscles;  consequently 
the  pain  must  be  beyond  description.  To  laj 
down  a plan  for  the  cure  of  this  disease  for  the 
patient  would  be  useless,  as  it  requires  the  early 
attention  of  medicine  to  correct ; and  wlieir 
it  is  recalled  to  your  recollection,  that  many 
■mn.iallv  die  in  this  Island,  through  this 
disease,'  I cannot  offer  a better  apology  for  not 
leaving  the  patient  to  his  own  discretion.— 
The  great  despondency  of  mind  of  people 
labourtng  under  this  disease,  has  generally  been 
treated  with  too  much  levity  ; for  if  a medical 
man  will,  on  its  first  approach,  doubt  of  its' 
existence,  how  is  it  possible  to  avert  a danger  he 
sees  not  #ear  ? I strongly  recommend  to  every 
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patient,  labouring  under  the  idea  of  the  existence 
ot  the  disease,  to  use  every  exertion  in  his 
power  to  keep  the  mind  actively  employed,  and 
regulate  his  conduct  by  temperance. 

SPINA  VENTOSA. 

No  part  of  the  human  body  is  more  subject 
to  disease  than  the  bones;  they  tumify,  inflame, 
ulcerate,  corrode,  and  dissolve,  and  occasicnaliy 

lose  their  ossified  stamina  : thus  it  is  they  are 
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all  peculiarly  subject  to  venereal  virus.  The 
most  dreadful  of  the  whole  is  Spina  Yentosa, 
a disease  that  when  once  formed,  I believe, 
never  yields  to  medical  art ; but  it  is  a very 
great  consolation'  to  reflect,  that  this  formidable 
disease  rarelv  occurs. 

When  the  disease  has  positively  taken  place, 
every  ossified  part  of  the  bone  becomes  the 
seat  of  inflammation  and  exulceration,  and  of 
course  the  contiguous  part  must  suffer;  for  in 
the  interior  chamber  of  this  canal  we  find 
the  spinal  marrow  lodged.  We  find  it  defends 
the  thoraic  and  abdominal  viscera,  supports  the 

head,  and  gives  general  solidity  to  the  whole 
body. 

The  great  importance  of  this  firm,  but  flexible, 
union  of  bones  must  be  obvious;  hence  when 
infla,mmcition  tskes  plcice,  the  p3,in  must  be 
beyond  description  : its  first  symptoms  are  a 
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sensation  of  constant  gnawing  of  the  bone,  as  if 
it  was  bruised  and  grinding;  and  in  the  muscu- 
lary  parts,  as  if  torn  away.  This  proceeds  with 
increasing  pain,  till  at  length  a tumor  is  formed, 
which  bursts  and  exfoliates,  and  if  nature  is 
sufficiently  vigorous,  new  ossifications  take 
place,  and  the  disease  terminates  favourably:  but 
the  more  usual  termination  is,  by  the  infection 
contaminating  the  contiguous  parts,  and  redu- 
cing the  whole  body  to  a mere  mass  of  corrup- 
tion: the  medical  treatment  is  here  directed 
to  support  the  patient’s  strength,  and  endeavour 
to  excite  an  early  exfoliation,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  bark  and  wine. 


VENEREAL  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  BONES. 


Next  to  the  skin,  the  virus  in  its  progress  at- 
tacks the  bones,  first  by  sharp  pains,  felt  particu- 
larly in  the  night  time,  which  depart  as  the 
morning  advances.  These  pains  are  succeeded 
by  some  swellings  or  thickening  of  the  bone, 
where  the  pain  is  most  acute.  The  bones 
most  liable  to  be  affected  in  this  manner  are 
generally  the  hardest  of  the  body,  as  the  shin 
bone,  shoulder  bone,  and  also  the  bones  of  the 
bead.  This  swelling  is  distinguished  from  other 
swellings  by  its  situation,  by  its  extreme  hard- 
ness, by  the  hot  pain  attending  it,  and  by  this 
pain  becoming  more  intense  every  night. 
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TREATMENT. 

This  stage  of  the  disease  may  be  considered  as 
one  of  the  most  inveterate,  and  a cure  cannot  be 
expected  under  a course  of  three  months.  The 
mercury  should  be  thrown  in  by  unction,  and 
particularly  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  skin, 
or  surface  where  the  swelling  is  situated,  in 
order  that  the  medicine  may  pass  directly 
through  the  swelling.  On  the  swelling  itself, 
the  mercurial  plaster,  as  formerly  recommended 
in  bubo,  or  in  place  of  it,  the  mercurial  plaster 
with  gum  ammoniac,  may  be  applied.  Should 
these  applications  have  no  influence  in  lessening 
tho  swelling,  and  it  shows  strong  marks  of 
indolence,  or  want  of  inflammation,  it  may  next 
be  attacked  by  a blister  applied  over  it,  which, 
as  soon  as  a discharge  takes  place,  will  tend  to 
lessen  the  size.  During  this  plan,  the  use 
of  the  diet  drink  prescribed  above  may  be  libe- 
rally Employed;  and  when  the  pain  is  very 
severe,  an  opiate  may  be  regularly  indulged 
in  at  night,  the  form  of  which  was  ^given  under 
the  head  of  Clap.  These  are  the  three  princi- 
pal stages  of  the  Venereal  Disease,  in  its  consti- 
tutional form ; and  when  the  patient  has  been 
neglected,  and  no  attempts  made  at  a cure,  or 
where  the  medicine  has  not  had  sufficient  power 
to  stop  its  progress,  then  ulcers  form  in  the  parts 
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described,  as  attacked  by  the  infectioi;,  and  these 
ulcers  arc  combined  with  peculiar  circum- 
stances, either  from  their  situation  and  the  tex- 
ture of  the  parts  they  occupy,  or  from  a fault  m 
tlie  patient’s  constitution,  which  renders  him 
difficult  to  cure.  Such  ulcers  have  their  sides 
and  boitoms  of  a <lirty  brown  appearance,  with 
a fetid  acrid  discharge,  often  of  a green  colour  ; 
and  this  state  of  the  part  cannot  be  changed  by 
any  outuard  application  alone.  Where  the 
situation  of  this  ulcer  is  on  the  part  occupied  by 
a biotch,  or  previous  eruption,  it  gives  little 
pain,  but  it  gradually  deepens  till  it  reaches  the 
hone  ; and  if  it  continue  long,  a probe  may  be 
even  passed  into  the  bone  ; where  the  ulcer 
is  situated  over  a bone,  and  is  the  consequence 
of  its  swelling,  it  is  more  painful,  and  its  cure 
is  much  more  tedious  than  the  former.  'I'here 
are  two  particular  situations  w'here  the  bones 
are  apt  to  be  affected  by  sucb  ulcers.  The  first 
is  the  forehead,  the  bone  of  which  becomes  ulce- 
rated from  this  disease,  and  the  bones  ot  the 
head  are  generally  sooner  destroyed  by  it;  nay, 
it  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  meet  with 
holes  or  perforations  reaching  to  the  brain; 
sometimes  portions  of  the  skull  push  out  in 
various  shapes,  not  unlike  sprouts  of  coral.  1 he 
second  situation  where  such  ulcers  are  most 
apt  to  appear,  is  the  bones  of  the  nose ; and  from 
the  very  delicate  sUucture  of  the  parts,  their 


|>rogress  here  is  very  rapid.  The  whole  [)alate 
wdli  be  often  destroyed  in  a week,  and  tiie  thin 
plates  of  bone  within  the  nose,  as  soon  as  they 
become  affected,  very  quickly  lose  the  principle 
of  life,  and  before  a cure  can  be  effected,  they 
must  separate  or  be  thrown  off,  which  is  often 
attended  with  the  most  hideous  deformity  to 
the  patient ; and  indeed  he  may  be  very  thank- 
ful if  he  does  not  lose  his  life. 

This  ulcer  is  always  attended  with  an  offen- 
sive discharge,  which  renders  it  one  of  the  most 
serious  symptoms  of  the  disease.  The  treat- 
ment of  all  the  ulcers  in  this  very  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease  requires  much  perseverance 
in  the  use  of  mercury,  regulating  it  by  what  the 
constitution  of  the  patient  can  bear.  It  will  be 
sometimes  necessary  to  give  up  the  course 
entirely,  to  put  the  patient  on  a bracing  plan, 
and  then  to  begin  it  anew  ; along  with  the  mer- 
cury it  will  also  be  requisite  to  use  every  other 
means  that  can  assist.  Thus,  the  warm  bath  will 
be  often  useful,  in  order  to  allow  the  mercury  to 
accumulate  in  the  body,  and  to  take  off  symp- 
toms of  irritation.  The  long  continued  harassing 
pain  from  the  disease  must  be  allayed  by  a 
proper  use  of  opium;  and  the  weakness  and 
Joss  of  tone  which  the  medicine  may  produce, 
are  to  be  got  the  better  of,  or  prevented  going 
too  far,  by  the  bark,  steel,  and  other  strengthen- 
ing medicines,  forms  of  all  which  have  been 
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already  introduced  in  the  preceding  part  of  thk 
work.  With  respect  to  the  local  management 
of  such  ulcers,  they  are  to  be  dressed  on  the 
same  principles  as  directed  in  chancres,  when 
situated  externally;  and  in  addition  to  the  forms 
already  given,  may  be  added  the  following: 

Take  Submuriate  of  Mercury,  one  drachm. 
Mucilage  of  Gum  Arabic,  one  ounce. 

Form  them  into  an  ointment,  with  which  the 

sore  may  be  dressed  ; or, 

Take  of  Citrine  Ointment,  half  an  ounce. 
Spermaceti  Ointment,  an  ounce  and  a half. 
Mix  them  into  an  ointment,  to  be  used  as  the 
former.  Before  applying  these  ointments,  the 
tih'ers  should  be  washed  w’lth  a weak  solution  of 
Suiphat  of  Zinc,  according  to  the  forms  already 
detailed  under  Clap  and  Chancre.  Ulcers  of 
the  nose  require  more  particular  attention  in 
their  treatment  than  any  otiier.  The  mercurial 
action  must  be  produced  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  persevered  in  unremittingly,  till  the  progress 
of  the  ulceration  appears  checked  ; it  may  then 
b©  continued  more  slowly,  but  should  not  bo 
given  up  for  a length  of  time,  till  all  danger  of  a 
relapse  is  past. 

BRITTLENESS  OF  THE  BONES. 

In  all  diseases  of  the  bones,  it  is  a primary  ob- 
ject to  recollect,  that  it  is  the  vascular  system 


alone  which  exhibits  the  phenomena  of  disease, 
since  it  alone  is  the  only  org'an  endowed  with 
a vital  principle:  as  in  all  chronic  diseases, 
habitual  inactivity  is  the  most  frequent  cause  ; 
we  in  the  last  stages  of  this  see  that  lassitude 
for  action  predominates,  in  a very  powerful 
degree. 

A more  miserable  and  wretched  condition 
cannot  he  conceived  : the  Spina  Ventosa  is 
known  to  exist  from  a decrease  of  stature,  while 
this  is  marked  by  a fracture  of  the  bones  on  the 
slightest  occasions.  These  are  generally  incur- 
able ; tlie  bark  and  tonics,  with  similar  remedies 
will  be  proper,  wdien  those  disorders  rcailv  pro- 
ceed from  too  much  venery,  or  positive  pollu- 
tion, for  I consider  pollution  may  be  divided  into 
two  distinct  classes,  a negative,  and  a positive 
one.  Under  the  head  of  the  first,  1 consider  that 
involuntary  flux  of  semen  that  takes  place  when 
a man  in  sound  health  has  had  no  connection 
for  some  days,  and  during  sleep  he  emits  it  ; 
this,  1 contend,  is  no  disease,  but  merely  an 
effort  of  nature  to  unload  vessels  that  require 
depletion.  Under  the  positive,  1 comprehend 
that  species  of  it  that  habit  has  rendered  fami- 
liar, and  that  takes  place  twice,  thrice,  oroftener 
in  twenty-four  hours.  In  this  stage,  it  dimi- 
nishes the  energy  of  the  nervous  and  muscular 
powers,  and  lays  the  foundation  of  those  diseases 
we  have  just  described.  The  same  plan  is  ap- 
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plicable  to  the  female;  under  the  general  re- 
strictions, medicine  is  given  to  them.  1 con- 


sider these  diseases,  if  properly  treated  in  then- 
first  stage,  to  be  within  our  limits  ol  cure  in  both 


sexes. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  CASES. 

Many  gentlemen  having  expressed  a wish 
that  the  cases  submitted  to  my  consideration 
should  not  be  published,  in  compliance  to  their 
desire  I have  therefore,  now,  only  re-published 
those  belonging  to  the  former  editions. 

The  following  cases  are  merely  given  to  shew 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  patient  to  the  means  recommended  for  his 
cure  1 for  J.  am  certain  that  many  ol  the  cases  1 
daily  see,  arise  more  from  inattention  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  than  from  any  other  cause,  who 
too  frequently  thinks  himself  well,  when  only 
the  disease  is  just  beginning  to  subside.  Al- 
ways bear  in  recollection  that  a cure  is  not  to  be 
expected  while  you  continue  to  take  your  usual 
diet : for  h stimulates  the  arterial  system,  and 
promotes  re-action.  The  cases  of  stricture  aie 
given  to  prove  the  necessity  of  a bougie  pos- 
sessing a medical,  as  well  as  a mechanical  ac- 
tion  ; nevertheless  the  bougie  is  not  solely  to 
be  relied  upon;  for  stricture  arising  from  venereal 
action,  you  must  combine  it  with  the  alterative 


123 


plan.  Stricture  is  often  a constitutional  disease, 
to  which  every  passage  of  the  body  is  liable,  lin- 
ed with  a secreting  membrane;  for  this  disposi- 
tion to  stricture  is  equally  conspicuous  in  certain 
persons,  as  a tendency  to  warts  and  other  ex- 
crescences of  the  skin  ; but  that  it  more  fre- 
quently is  brought  on  by  the  excitement  of  ge- 
neral irritation,  is  not  less  obvious : nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety -nine  out  of  a thousand  cases, 
however,  of  stricture,  arise  from  venereal  ex- 
citement, and  where  the  contrary  is  actually  the 
case,  there  must  be  a strong  constitutional  dis- 
position to  produce  it;  and  when  thus  produced^ 
a relapse  is  nearly  certain. 

CASES, 

A gentleman,  about  thirty-nine  years  of  age, 
iiaving  had  strictures  in  the  urethra  for  near 
twenty  years,  consulted  me  on  the  probable 
issue  of  his  complaint.  By  the  direction  of  an 
eminent  surgeon,  the  armed  bougie  was  passed 
several  times  ; which,  in  consequence  of  its  in- 
creasing the  irritatiofq  was  left  off : I shall  give 
the  remainder  of  the  case  from  the  patient’s 
letter. 

There  are  several  strictures  in  the  passage, 
which  occasion  very  great  pain.  I have  not 
lately  used  the  bougie  much,  but  have  gone  on 
as  well  as  I could,  sometimes  making  water  in  a 
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small  stream,  sometimes  only  by  drops,  and 
sometimes  not  at  all,  till  a bougie  is  introduced. 

I frequently  find,  when  in  the  act  of  making 
water,  something  in  the  passage  give  way,  after 
which  the  stream  increases.  I have  for  some 
time  past  had  occasional  connexion  with  wo- 
men, which  I think  rather  increases  the  stream, 
but  relaxes  the  parts. 

“ About  a fortnight  since  I twice  used  a small 
catgut  bougie,  which  has  occasioned  so  much 
irritation,  that  1 have  been  in  misery  ever  since. 
1 find  1 can  sometimes  make  water  in  a much 
greater  stream  than  at  other  times. 

I have  generally  a great  desire  to  make 
water,  which  I am  sometimes  obliged  to  do  se- 
veral times  in  an  hour;  frequently  very  sud- 
denly, accompanied  with  excruciating  pain,  so 
that  my  life  is  a burthen  to  me.  I have  fre- 
quently had  swelled  testicles,  and  have  now  the 
spermatic  cord  swelled  to  a small  hard  knob ; 
this  disease  has  much  impaired  my  strength.- — 
There  is  always  a discharge  from  the  passage, 
occasioned  by  making  water,  which  very  much 
stains  my  linen,  and  is  often  tinged  with  blood. 
I used  frequently  to  feel  throbbing  pains  in  the 
nut  of  the  yard,  and  in  a day  or  two  after,  small 
pimples  would  arise  wdth  white  heads,  which  in 
a day  or  two  more  would  discharge  a thin  mat- 
ter, and  then  heal  up.  At  the  same  time  the 
prepuce  would  ache  and  swell,  and  a discharge 


take  place  much  resembling  a elap,  which 
would  fret  the  skin,  and  be  very  sore:  this  would 
also  disappear  in  a few  days.  These  symptoms 
have  been  decreasing,  and  I am  now  seldom 
troubled  with  them.  The  whole,  1 believe, 
was  occasioned  by  an  ill-managed  clap,  for 

which  I was  once  saliVated,  but  it  did  me  no 
service.^’ 

The  following  letter  is  also  sufficiently  ex- 
planatory to  convey  its  importance  to  every 
mind 

ikbout  three  years  ago,  a gleet,  difficulty  of 
making  water,  &c.  induced  me  to  fear  that  I had 
a stricture  in  the  urethra.  Upon  application  to 
one  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in  the  metro- 
polis, I found  my  fears  but  too  well  grounded. 
He  passed  four  or  five  bougies  with  difficulty, 
and  having  enlarged  the  passage,  proposed  the 
nitrate  of  silver.  I very  reluctantly  submitted, 
and  it  w^as  attended  with  the  usual  painful 
symptoms,  violent  haemorrhage, .&c.  Perceiv- 
ing that  he  seemed  resolved  to  continue  the  use 
of  it,  after  submitting  to  it  for  a few  \veeks,  1 
discontinued  going  to  that  gentleman,  as  the 
pain  was  so  violent  during  and  after  introduc- 
tion, that  I firmly  made  up  my  mind,  whatever 
might  be  the  consequence,  never  to  undergo  a 
similar  operation. 

‘‘  The  unfortunate  result  of  my  application 
deterred  me  for  a long  time  Irom  consulting  any 
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other  medical  gentleman;  the  complaint  of 
course  increased,  and  became  troublesome.  I . 
then  waited  (about  a year  ago)  on  a friend  of 
mine,  a surgeon  of  eminence,  and  stated  my 
case.  He  with  great  difficulty  introduced  a 
small  bougie  into  the  bladder;  by  attending 
about  twice  a week,  1 got  considerably  better. 
He  then  hinted  about  the  propriety  of  using  the 
kali  purum,  which  I dread  quite  as  much  as  the 
nitras  argenti.  1 again  left  off  introducing 
bougies,  or  rather  getting  them  introduced.  It 
is  now  about  six  weeks  since, 'that  finding  all 
the  unpleasant  symptoms  considerably  increas- 
ed, I again  applied  to  my  friend,  who  found 
three  strictures,  all  extremely  contracted  ; one 
particularly,  so  as  to  admit,  with  the  utmost 
trouble,  a bougie  of  nearly  the  smallest  size.  I 
have  been  to  him  eight  or  ten  times,  but  as  he 
renews  his  suggestion  as  to  the  propriety  of  using 
kali  purum,  and  that  i am  determined  not  to 
suffer  any  caustic  to  be  again  introduced,  I have 
made  up  my  mind  to  avail  myself  of  the  assist- 
ance of  some  gentleman  who  does  not  use  the 
caustic.  Having  purchased  your  Treatise,  and 
the  sentiments  you  profess  having  appeared  to 
be  dictated  by  sound  sense,  experience,  and  hu- 


manity, I am  desirous  of  submitting  my  case  to 
you.  I have  only  to  add,  that  I am  thirty-three 
years  of  age,  of  a tolerable  good  constitution,  but 
of  a most  uncommonly  nervous  and  irritable 
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system.  I have  a wife  and  children,  and  no  man 
can  be  more  blessed  in  the  domestic  state  than  I 
am  ; indeed  1 love  my  wife  more,  probably,  than 
I ought,  considering  my  complaint;  but  this  is 
the  only  excess  that  1 commit,  as,  in  point  of 
diet,  no  man  can  be  more  rigidly  abstemious 
than  I am.  I never  drink  wine.^  or  even  malt 
liquors,  only  toast  and  water.’" 

In  both  these  cases  they  did  injury  ; the  first 
was  an  actual  case  of  stricture,  the  second  a 
spasmodic  one  ; for  the  bougie  in  this  patient 
was  introduced  with  great  pain,  but  fortunately 
without  haemorrhage  ; whereas  in  cases  of  actual 
stricture,  the  bougie  invariably  passes  with  great 
iacilit}^  till  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  stricture. 
The  bougie  I first  introduced  in  this  case,  was 
one  of  a moderate  size  ; in  the  application  of  all 
bougies,  care  must  be  used  ; indeed  no  patient 
ought  to  introduce  it  himself,  and  when  thev  do, 
(^are  should  be  taken  to  bend  the  bougie,  so  that 
it  may  take  the  curve  of  the  urethra.  I main- 
tain the  primary  cause  of  stricture  is  venereal 
excitement  in  the  generality  of  cases  ; therefore 
to  get  rid  of  the  primary  and  secondary  causes, 
mercury  is  absolutely  necessary. 

This  gentleman  was  also  troubled  with  a 
violent  itching  round  the  perineum  and  con- 
tiguous parts. 

It  commenced,  he  stated,  with  the  stricture  ; 
various  were  the  applications  resorted  to  for  its 


JCiire  ; hitherto  they  have  failed  to  give  relief  be*= 
yond  the  moment.  This  is  only  the  seventh 
case  i have  met  with  accompanied  with  this^ 
unpleasant  sensation,  and  in  neiiher  could  the 
existence  ot  ascarides  he  traced. 

A i^entleman,  on  Ids  return  from  a foreign  em- 
bassy,  contracted  a gleet,  wliich,  after  a period 
of  tiiree,  years,  brought  on  stricture.  At  the 
cofTinsencement  oi  this  disease,  the  symptoms 
were  trivial,  aud  hf.  was  treated  with  injections 
and  the  usual  mode  of  cure ; but  in  order  to  fa- 
cilitafe  it,  he  imprudently  had  the  strength  of 
his  injection  considerably  increased,  which  oc- 
casioned swelled  testicles.  The  gonorrhoea  was 
fortunately  brought  back,  and  a mere  discharge 
continued  for  six  months.  In  this  state  the 
medicated  bougie  was  applied  ; and  in  the 
course  of  a few  weeks,  with  the  alterative  plan, 

be  was  cured. 

A gentleman  who  had  lived  a very  irregular 
life,  contracted  a gonorrhoea,  of  which  little 
notice  was  taken  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  leave  town  for  a few  days,  and 
living  during  his  absence  uncommonly  free,  a 
phymosis  was  the  consequence,  which  in 
twenty-four  hours  was  succeeded  by  mortifica- 
tion ; and  when  he  reached  town,  a part  ot  the 
glans  penis  appeared  through  the  prajputium. 
A strong  emetic  was  immediately  given,  a char- 
coal poultice  applied  every  two  hours  to  the 
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liiembrane.  During  the  first  three  days  bark 
and  wine  were  freely  administered  ; this  stopped 
the  progress  of  the  mortification.  On  the  third 
night  a spontaneous  bleeding  took  place,  and 
after  this  the  sores  began  to  lieal,  the  glaos  penis 
regenerated.  He  afterwards  submitted  to  the 
regular  course  of  medicine,  and  was  coiiipleteiy 
restored  to  health.  It  is  a singular  circumstance, 
that  in  this  case,  his  medical  attendant  suspect- 
ed no  existence  of  chancre;  nor  during  the 
slongiiing  of  the  parts  did  I discover  any.  In 
phymosis  and  paraphymosis,  we  must  be  speedy 
in  our  operation,  for  gangrene  is  always  to  be 
apprehended.  W^here  we  can  avoid  a surgical 
operation,  we  ought : but  if  the  symptoms  run. 
high,  the  incision  of  the  praeputium  becomes 
necdssary,  in  order  to  avoid  mortification. 

A person  about  forty  years  of  age,  in  conse- 
quence of  a gleet,  applied  to  me.  I found  from 
his  Statement  tiiat  he  made  water  twelve  or  four- 
teen times  a day  ; in  fact  he  could  not  restrain 
iiimselffrom  it  when  he  felt  the  inclination,  be 
where  he  would.  On  examination  I found  two 
strictures  ; the  first  was  dilated  with  little 
trouble,  and  the  second  yielded  on  the  third  in- 
troduction of  the  bougie.  By  its  use,  in  six 
weeks,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  retaining  his 
urine,  and  has  had  no  rfetiirn  of  eitiier  ffleet  or 
incontinence,  it  is  a matter  of  high  importance 
to  attend  to  the  different  causes  by  which  in- 
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continence  of  urine  is  produced,  for  though  n 
remedy  may  be  well  calculated  for  one  species 
of  disease,  it  may  prove  as  highly  injunous  in 
another.  Cantharides  and  the  cold  bath  were 

the  internal  and  external  remedies. 

A gentleman  for  the  last  seven  years  had  been 
troubled  with  stricture,  and  which  was  then  in- 
creasing. The  passage  of  the  urethra  was  nearly 

obliterated,  all  the  way  to  the  top.  In  this  per- 
plexing situation,  the  urine  burst  into  the  cel- 
lular membrane  of  the  perineum,  and  from 
thence  formed  an  opening  for  the  urine  to  flow 
The  parts  were  much  swelled,  inflamed,  am 
very  painful.  1 fust  applied  a small  bougie  at 
the  orifice  of  the  uretha,  and,  by  proceeding  from 
day  to  day,  at  last  obtained  a free  passage  into 
the  bladder.  In  the  course  of  five  months  t le 
water  passed  by  its  natural  channel,  and  le 
fistula  was  cured.  The  hollow  bougie  was  em- 
ployed in  this  case,  otherwise  the  urine  m mic- 
turition would  have  prevented  its  healing.  All 
abscesses  in  perinceo  ought  to  be  immediate  y 
opened  when  a fluctuation  of  matter  can  be 
fairly  felt  by  the  finger,  as  the  opening  may  pre- 
vent a portion  of  the  urethra  sloughing.  The 
advantage  of  a medicated  bougie  was-  here 
strongly  indicated.  The  great  Daran  says  in  h.s 

pamphlet,  “ That  thetcomposition  of  his  bougies 
Lit  so  strict  as  not  to  admit  of  proper  alte- 
ration, according  to  the  exigency  of  each  case 
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which  will  support  my  former  assertion,  that  by 
a variation  of  the  composition  of  the  bougie, 
much  may  be  done. 

A gentleman  of  a very  scorbutic  habit  w’as  af- 
fected Moth  gonorrhoea  ; to  remove  which,  re- 
course was  had  to  the  usual  remedies,  without 
any  success.  Xhe  discharge  had  never  been 
very  copious.  The  urine  flowed  as  usual.  He 
suflered  great  pain  from  a continued  heat  in  the 
urethra,  about  an  inch  and  a half  from  the  orifice 
(this  heat  I have  often  met  with,  long  after  the 
symptoms  of  gonorrhoea  were  gone  by ; it  gene-* 
rally  attends  scorbutic  habits,  and  often  accom- 
panies the  first  symptom  of  stricture).  Having 
lately  lived  very  free,  incontinence  came  on  ; 
the  bougie  was  applied,  and  the  difficulty  of  re- 
taming  the  water  ceased,  the  discharge  diminish- 
ed, and  every  other  symptom  left  him,  but  the 
peculiar  sensation  above  described.  In  a fort- 
night after  he  exposed  himself  to  a fresh  infec- 
tion ; the  gonorrhoea  returned,  and  the  sensa- 
tion was  no  longer  felt.  He  used  an  injection 
of  six  grains  of  white  vitriol  to  six  ounces  of 
rose  water,  and  took  ten  grains  of  nitre  and  gum 
arabic  three  times  a day : by  these  means  the 
discharge  was  abating,  w hen  meeting  with  a fe- 
male friend,  with  whom  he  w’^as  imprudently 
connected,  returning  home  he  felt  as  usual ; 
but  during  the  night  a profuse  discharge  of  blood 
and  mucus  took  place,  which  gradually  sub- 

K 2 


136 


0 


sided  on  the  third  day.  No  gonorrhoeal  dis- 
charge, nor  any  other  symptom  afterwards  ap- 
peared. Nature,  by  a critical  effort,  here  reliev- 
ed herself,  and  proves  that  a greater  inflammation 

will  destroy  a less. 

<‘  When  1 had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 


in  London  and  bought  the  bougies  ; I was  men- 
tioning  to  you  how  ill  1 had  been  in  my  com- 
plaintdie  beginning  of  the  year  ; and  you  were 
so  kind  astosay,if  I would  let  you  know  in  what 
manner  1 was  affected,  you  would  assist  me  with 
your  advice  : you  were  mentioning  that  I ought 
to  keep  the  bougies  in  five  or  six  hours  at  a 
time  I will  now  state  to  you  my  proceedings 
since*  I came  home.  Having  many  things  to  do 
in  consequence  of  my  absence,  1 had  not  a con- 
venient opportunity  of  using  them  as  I cou  i 
wish,  till  about  a month  since,  when  I used 
them  two  days  following,  keeping  them  m four 
hours  each  day  ; but  was  obliged  to  desist,  as 
they  brought  on  a strangury,  so  that  I could  not 
pass  my  water  without  first  putting  in  a bougie. 
I was  therefore  under  the  necessity  to  stop,  and 
by  making  use  of  linseed  tea,  with  other  muci- 
laginous liquors,  got  better ; and  about  a fort- 
night ago  1 was  attacked  with  a violent  pam 
le°tween  th4  scrotum  and  the  anus,  and  the  ah- 
scess  came  on  just  between  the  two,  with  the 
most  excruciating  pain  that  a mortal  could  pos- 
sibly suffer  ; and  so  it  continued  swelling  till 
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the  Saturday  morning  after,  when  it  broke,  and 
discharged  a great  deal  of  white  matter.  The 
v/ound  is  quite  well,  but  the  swelling  is  not 
quite  gone  back,  neither  is  the  whole  of  the 
pain  abated.  During  all  the  time  i have  passed 
my  water  tolerably  well,  but  with  a good  deal  of 
mucus  in  it,  only  just  at  the  time  the  abscess 
was  forming,  and  then  my  water  was  much 
heated,  and  the  smell  very  disagreeable : there 
is  still  much  mucus  comes  off  with  my  water.'^ 
Having  by  accident  seen  your  pamphlet,  en- 
titled, A practical  Treatise  on  the  Venereal 
Disease^  I am  induced,  from  the  candour  it 
seems  to  display,  to  submit  my  case  to  you,  and 
to  request  your  advice.  I am  one  of  those  un- 
fortunate people  who  have  suffered  from  the 
pernicious  habit  of  Onanism.  It  is  upwards  of 
six  years  since  the  bad  effects  were  first  pro- 
duced ; at  that  time  they  rather  assumed  a se- 
rious appearance,  but  by  the  assistance  of  bark 
and  sea-bathing  they  were  so  far  removed,  that 
for  the  last  four  years  I have  enjoyed  a tolerable, 
though  by  no  means  a good,  state  of  health. 
Before  stating  what  my  complaints  are,  it  will 
be  proper  to  inform  you  that  I am  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  of  a tall  and  thin  habit  of  body  ; 
the  latter  has  been  not  a little  increased  by  my 
complaints.  My  profession  is  sedentary,  being 
a good  deal  employed  in  writing.  As  I said 
above,  for  some  years  my  health  has  been  toler- 
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able,  though  very  far  from  good,  and  of  late  I 
think  it  has  been  getting  worse.  The  first  cause 
of  the  complaint  has,  as  much  as  lies  in  my 
power,  been  removed  ; but  the  bad  effects  in 
various  ways  still  continue.  1 have  been,  and 
stiil  am,  very  subject  to  nocturnal  emisssions, 
which  continue,  and  still  increase  my  com- 
plaints. These  happen  at  times  two  or  three 
limes  a week,  and  at  others  not  for  fourteen 

I 

days ; but  never  have  left  me.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  parts  are  very  much  debi- 
litated; and  I am  afraid,  in  addition,  that  one 

* . ' i 

of  my  testicles  (the  left)  is  not  in  a sound 
state.  There  is  no  pain,  but  a considerable 
fulness  in  some  of  the  vessels,  and  this  does 
not  always  remain.  Complaints  in  my  stomach 
and  bowels  are  what  principally  torment  me, 
and  th^se,  I think,  always  proceed  from  flatu- 
lency and  bile,  and  generally  attended  with 
costiveness.  Of  the  latter,  I pass  at  times  con- 
siderable quantities : after  which,  in  general, 
my  bowels  seem  so  far  eased^  though  always  a 
good  deal  of  uneasiness  remains.  Of  late  the 
bilious  complaint  seems  to  have  so  much  in- 
creased as  once  or  twice  to  produce  vomiting 
and  purging  both  at  the  same  time  : perhaps  for 
this  there  might  be  another  cause,  but  the  prin- 
cipal is  certainly  tlie  weakness  and  irritation  of 
my  stomach.  I think  the  most  part  of  iny  com- 
plaints 1 have  mentioned.  You  will  perceive 
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(•here  is  a good  deal  of  what  is  called  nervous, 
though  1 do  not  think  any  very  serious  com- 
plaint is  yet  formed  ; yet  certainly  the  unplea- 
santness of  what  I have,  renders  them  suffi- 
ciently so.  I have  consulted  a 
eminence,  and  by  his  directions  took  consider- 
able quantities  of  bark,  and  various  other  things  ; 
but  nothing  he  prescribed  seemed  to  have  any 
effect : indeed  I did  not  think  he  viewed  matters 
exactly  in  that  serious  light  I could  have 
wished.  This  was  only  last  summer.  I bathed 
also  very  frequently  duringthe  summer,  and  in- 
deed have  every  year,  for  many  ; and  by  the 
advice  of  a physician,  a considerable  time  ago,  I 
have  taken  from  time  to  time  of  the  bark  ; but 
nothinu:  vet  tried  will  do.  1 must  therefore  in- 

W ft/ 

treat  you  to  give  me  your  advice  and  assistance, 
and  this  I beg  may  be  as  particular  and  full  as 
you  think  necessary.'” 

A gentleman,  a friend  of  mine,  (a  married 
man,)  having  seen  your  publication  recommend- 
ing medicated  bougies  in  disorders  of  the  ure- 
thra, labours  under  a complaint  of  that  kind, 
and  has  desired  me  to  address  vou  on  the 
subject.  His  symptoms  are  thus  described  by 
him:  when  he  has  a desire  of  making  water  it 
dees  not  flow  in  a full  and  copious  stream,  un- 
less retarded  by  stopping  till  the  passage  is  full, 
but  runs  off  in  a small  diminished  stream,  and  if 
the  skin  is  drawn  back^  divided  into  two  small 
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ones.  Previous  to  the  desire  of  passing  his 
urine,  a quickness  or  sharpness  of  sensation,  at 
times  amounting  to  pain,  is  felt  about  the  glans, 
where  he  thinks  much  of  the  disorder  lies,  at- 
tended sometimes  with  a forcing  pain,  whicli 
extends  to  the  fundament.  He  was  accustomed 
to  live  rather  free,  though  a sober  man,  but  this 
coiijplaint  has  obliged  him  to  confine  liimself 
altogether  to  water  at  his  principal  meals,  for 
some  time  past ; having  suffered  twice  by  drink- 
ing too  freely,  not  being  able  to  pass  any  urine 
for  several  hours,  bv  a dreadful  stransfurv.  He 
also  says,  he  is  very  sensible  of  a painful  ob- 
struction in  the  moment  of  emission,  which  al- 
ways increases  the  difficulty  and  heat  of  passing 
urine  the  following  day.  He  constantly  ob- 
serves something  like  small  threads  swimming 
in  the  urine.  This  disorder,  he  believes,  was 
first  brought  on  by  taking  ealomel  pills,  as  they 
wmre  represented  to  him  to  be,  too  soon,  in  a ve- 
nereal infection,  which,  though  it  cured  him, 
laid  the  foundation  of  this  complaint.  W hen 
he  first  discovered  it,  being  at  that  time  unat- 
tended to,  and  in  the  way  of  seeing  much  com- 
pany, neglected  it  ; he  was  informed  by  many 
of  h is  friends  it  was  the  gravel.  Pie  has  no  sore- 
ness or  pain  whatever  outwardly,  and  in  every 
other  respect  enjoys  remarkably  good  health.’" 

‘‘  l am  now  in  my  34th  year,  of  naturally  a 
good  constitution,  and  rather  given  to  thelusty^ 


in  some  measure  inclined  to  a grossnes,, 
which  nothing  but  change  of  air  and  exercise 
teinoves.  The  last  seven  years,  and  more  par- 
ticn  at  y the  latter  part  of  this  period,  I have 
Jeen  closely  confined  to  the  desk  ; but  during  ■ 
ast ^summer,  from  April  (when  the  watm 
weather  first  commenced)  until  I went  to  the 
«ea  in  August.  I was  severely  ill,  owing  partly 
nat  close  attention  which  I paid  to  business  ; 
olid  partly  from  being  unable  to  change  the  air 
and  recruit  the  strength  spent  in  that  attention,’ 
my  1 ness  fell  very  much  upon  my  nerves,  and 
^ still  tee!  the  eifects  of  it.  I have  likewise 
een,  and  am,  much  afflicted  with  a scrofulous 
complaint  which  I took  from  a wet-nurse  by 
whom  I was  brought  up,  and  which  is  a constant 
source  of  uneasiness,  and,  I have  no  doubt 
tends  to  diminish  my  strength  in  some  respect’ 
his  hnmonr  is  constantly  breaking  out  upon 
he  skm  which  of  course  in  some  measure  re- 
lieves It,  and  I am  advised  to  have  an  issue  for 
it,  which  may  probably  render  it  weaker,  and 
thus  strengthen  and  clear  the  constitution.  But 
I feel  more  waste  of  strength  from  a decree  of 
seminal  weakness  which  1 have  for  some  time 
aboured  under,  than  from  perhaps  all  the  other 
causes  put  together.  It  generally  happens  in- 
voluntarily  m the  course  of  the  night,  about 
upon  an  average,  every  tenth  day ,"sometimeJ 
once  in  a fortnight,  sometimes  once  in  a week 
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which  1 conceived  might  have  occurred  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  weather  having  been 
more  bracing  at  one  time  than  another  ; and 
from  having  perhaps  lived  a little  better 
some  few  days  than  others : and  it  seemed  to 
me  that  when  a certain  quantity  of  semen  had 
collected,  it  discharged  itself,  as  beiore  stated, 
perfectly  involuntarily,  during,  sleep.  It  is  also 
attended  with  a total  weakness  and  want  of 
power  in  the  parts,  particularly  in  the  penis, 
which,  for  the  purposes  of  generation,  feels  inef- 
fectual, and  before  a connection  with  the  other 
sex,  discharges  the  semen  without  any  of  the 
strength  and  force  necessary  for  the  purposes 
above  stated.  How  this  was  originally  brought 
on,  I cannot  precisely  say.  Whether  by  means 
of  the  complaint  I have  stated,  or  from  the  indis- 
cretion of  younger  days,  or  from  the  effects  of 
my  constitution  having  been  weakened  of  later 
years  ; and  it  may  have  occurred  from  a species 

of  all. 

“ I have  a good  appetite,  but  not  very  good 
digestion  ; I breakfast  at  nine,  dine  at  four, 
seldom  take  any  thing  between  those  hours,  take 
tea  at  half  past  six,  and  sometimes  a crust  of 
bread,  or  something  of  that  kind,  for  supper. 

“ I usually  have  a glass  of  port  wine  every  day 
after  dinner,  and  in  fact  live  regularly  and  pretty 
well.  1 am  not  in  the  least  inclined  to  drink, 
nor  have  I suffered  any  thing  from  disease  but 


139 


what  you  have  been  acquainted  with,  which  wag 
very  trifling,  but  sufficient  to  make  nne  rigidly 
careful  of  a connection  with  women  of  the 
town.  However,  as  1 look  forward  to  be  settled 
m life,  it  is  necessary,  even  upon  this  account, 
that  I should  be  in  possession  of  all  those 
powers  nature  endowed  me  with,  but  which  I 
certainly  do  not  now  possess. 

1 have  omitted,  however,  to  mention,  that  I 
fear,  from  some  pains  that  I have  lately  found  in 
my  back,  &c,  that  X may  be  liable  to  gravel, 
which  perhaps  will  be  remedied  by  the  same 
means  as  the  complaint  1 have  stated  ; but  be 
this  as  it  may,  it  will  perhaps  be  necessary  to 
know  it.  I also  mean,  when  the  spring  comes 
round,  to  use  a bath  constantly,  unless  X should 
be  advised  to  the  contrary,  on  account  of  the 
head-aches  I experience,  and  this  prevented  my 
sea-bathing.*f 

I am  in  my  25th  year  of  age,  of  a hot,  irritable, 
and  rather  relaxed,  habit  of  body  j my  life  has  been, 
aiidis,a  sedentary  one,  principally  tliat  ofwriting; 
and  in  the  early  part  of  it  I gave  too  much  up  to 
the  destructive  habit  of  onanism,  and  for  several 
years  I have  suffered  from  nocturnal  emissions, 
which  have  been  sometimes  as  often  as  three 
times,  and  seldom  less  than  once  a night ; in- 
deed, my  case  is  pretty  nearly  described  in  the 
latter  half  of  page  77,  and  the  whole  of  page  7S 
pt  your  Treatise.  However,  about  a year  ago,  X 
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contracted  a clap  ; and  having  caught  cold  while 
under  a mercurial  course,  it  brought  on  a fever, 
which  confined  me  some  time  from  business: 
after  I had  recovered  from  the  fever,  the  running 
was  stopped  by  injections;  but  two  or  three 
months  after,  although  I batlied  frequently  (in- 
deed, 1 have  thought  since,  I rather  weakened 
myself  with  it,  as  I bathed  three  or  four  times  a 
week,  and  staid  a long  time  in  the  water)  yet 
the  nocturnal  emissions  came  on,  and  in  the  day 
time  the  slightest  irritation  caused  an  erection, 
and  an  almost  immediate  emission  of  semen, 
which  has  gradually  brought  on  such  a seminal 
weakness,  that  the  penis  will  scarcely'  erect  it- 
self, and  the  semen  (wdiich  is  very  thin  and 
nearly  colourless)  comes  away  with  the  slightest 
irritation,  and  sometimes  involuntarily,  without 
any  erection.  I have  no  pain  in  any  of  the 
parts,  except  the  orifice  of  the  passage,  which 
has  been  the  case  these  seven  or  eight  months, 
without  however  any  pain  in  making  W'ater. 

“ I shall  attain  my  18th  year  next  month,  am 
naturally  of  a good  constitution,  of  a sedentar^f 
habit,  being  confined  to  the  desk  nearly  ten 
hours  in  the  day.  1 have  for  these  last  two  or 
three  years  been  subject  to  nocturnal  emissions, 
for  which,  I am  ashamed  to  say,  1 tried  some  ad- 
vertised  medicine  to  cure  me,  but  having  lately 
read  some  numbers  of  your  Medical  and  Surgical 
Spectator,  am  convinced  of  the  folly  of  it.  I 


was  then  induced  to  consult  my  physician,  Wuu 
prescribed  bark,  and  among  other  things  most 
of  the  drugs  you  recommend  under  the  head  of 
seminal  weakness,  without  effect.  It  appears 
to  me  that  he  has  mistaken  1113^  case  ; he  says  it 
IS  debility  or  seminal  weakness,  and  requires 
stronger  things  ; whereas  you  make  a distinction 
between  nocturnal  emissions  and  seminal  weak- 
ness ; the  one  yon  call  a disease  of  health  and 
repletion,  the  other  that  of  ill  health  and  deple- 
tion.  1 think  I have  an  emission  once  a wmek 
upon  an  average,  sometimes  once  a fortnight,  and 
sometimes  twice  a week  ; it  appears  to  me  when 
a quantity  of  semen  is  collected,  it  must  be  dis- 
charged by  some  means,  either  by  connection, 
or  involuntary  emissions  during  night.  My 
bead  aches,  and  I have  a bad  taste  in  my  mouth  ; 

I feel  very  low  the  morning  after  it  has  happen- 
ed. I always  wash  the  parts  with  cold  water 
every  night  before  I go  to  bed  ; live  very  re- 
gular, and  never  drink  more  than  two  glasses  of 
wine  a day.  Am  subject  to  pains  in  my  back, 
which  I know  are  occasioned  by  my  disorder,’ 

as  I always  find  it  a great  deal  worse  after  an 
emission/^ 


“ 1 am  between  18  and  19  years  of  age; 
through  a destructive  secret  practice  which  1 
have  given  way  to  from  a very  early  period,  I 
fear  I have  greatly  impaired  both  the  health  ’of 
Kiy  body  and  energy  of  my  mind,  especially  my 
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memory.  I liave  a dizziness  comes  over  my 
eyes  when  I am  either  reading  or  writing  ; a 
singing  and  sometimes  a dull  noise  in  my  ears  ; 
an  almost  incessant  heavy  stupifying  head-ache: 
a lowness  and  dejection  of  spirits:  given  to 
melancholy,  and  very  nervous  ; upon  the  least 
irritation  such  a trembling  comes  over  me  that 
I can  scarcely  stand  ; and  a frequent  sense  of 
cold  water  running  from  the  crown  of  my  head 
down  to  my  legs.  1 have  now  scarcely  any  de- 
sire for  venereal  pleasures,  and  very  seldom  an 
erection,  but  what  is  produced  by  manufriction, 
and  then  very  slight.  When  I would  speak 
with  a female  I am  constantly  seized  with  such 
a cold  shivering  and  trembling  that  my  legs  will 
hardly  support  me;  my  teeth  chatter  as  if  I h^as 
perishing  with  cold,  liiy  mouth  becomes  patched 
and  dry,  and  I feel  a coldness  in  every  limb  : a 
thin,  clear,  and  slimy  liquid  runs  from  the  penis, 
which  seems  likewise  so' chilly  and  flabby  that 
at  times  I cannot  produce  an  erection,  even  by 
friction,  sufficiently  strong  to  perform  the  ac- 
tion.  Upon  taking  any  familiarities  with  a fe- 
male, though  it  may  produce  a faint  desire,  or 
sensation,  1 have  no  erection,  but  a little  titilla- 
tion,  and  the  same  thin,  clear  water  comes  from 
me  without  leaving  any  stain  on  my  linen.— 
When  I have  gratified  a desire  either  by  sexual 
intercourse,  or  otherwise,  there  runs  for  a consi- 
derable time  afterwards  (especially  on  squeezing 
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the  penis)  a' matter  thin  and  of  a li?ht  yellowish 
cast;  my  semen  seems  thin  and  of  the  same 
coloui  ; the  penis,  as  also  the  pulse,  sometimes 
have  a sense  of  chilliness  about  them,  and  on 
rising  from  bed  after  an  erection,  there  often  ap- 
pears that  clear  slimy  water.  After  making 
water,  upon  pressing  the  yard,  several  drops 
proceed  from  it,  and  frequently  the  like  clear 
moisture  remains  on  the  tip.  For  some  years 
my  tongue  has  been  covered  with  a thick  coat, 
like  a person  in  a fever,  which  sometimes  ap- 
pears yellower,  and  sometimes  of  a whiter  cast 
than  others.  My  stools,  I also  notice,  leave  at 
times  a slimy  substance  after  them. 

“ My  mind  is  overpowered  with  the  thoughts 
of  this  complication  of  symptoms,  that  scarcely 
any  thing  affords  me  pleasure,  and  I feel  insen- 
sible to  all  around  me ; the  least  exercise 
fatigues,  and  I frequently  sit  thinking  of  my 
misfortunes,  till  the  idea  of  having  brought  them 
on  myself  almost  distracts  me.” 

“ I beg  permission  to  refer  you  to  page  114 
ofyour  pamphlet,  whero  you  will  find  a case 
exactly  similar  to  my  own,  the  perusal  of  which 
struck  me  so  forcibly  that  it  determined  me  to 
request  your  advice. 

Xlie  case  alluded  to  above  being  so  strik-s 
ingly  similar,  I do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to 
be  so  minute  as  otherwise  I should.  1 will 
therefore  only  observe^  that  in  consequence  pf 
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having  made  too  free  with  the  detestable  vice 
onaniL,  I find  my  constitution  so  reduced  that 
the  parts  ordained  by  nature  to  invigorate  the 

whole  system  of  man,  are  rendered  so  imbecile 

by  continued  repetitions  of  that  solitary  gratifi- 
cation, thatfi-equcutly  in  the  act  of  coition  with 
women,  the  penis  suddenly  drops,  nor  will  erec- 
tion ever  so  slight  take  place  for  hours  after- 
wards. 1 have  pursued  for  seven  years  and  up- 
wards this  vicious  course,  so  contrary  to  the. 
laws  of  nature  and  common  sense  ; but  believe 
me,  1 solemnly  assure  you  and  myself,  that  I 
w’ill  not  in  future  repeat  even  once  a crime  1 am 
convinced  sooner  or  later  tends  to  hurl  the  un- 
happy victim  into  the  very  vortex  of  despair 
and  misery,  and  ultimately  renders  him  unfit  for 
society  and  a burden  to  himself.  1 am  twenty- 

five  years  of  age.’ 

“ Having  found  the  description  of  a case, 
among  your  collection,  which  is  very  similar  to 
my  own,  I beg  to  submit  it  to  your  considera- 
tion. The  case  1 refer  to,  is  the  last  m your 
seventh  edition,  and  so  much  like  my  own,  that. 

1 will  say  little  more  than  to  point  out  toe  f.nv 

,1..  not  ao-ree.  i am  ten  years 

instances,  cn-ai  00  not  ^ 

vounger  than  the  gentleman  in  question,  and  ot 
course  conclude  that  is  in  my  thvour ; 1 am  also 
not  confined  to  a sedentary  life,  though  irom  the 
influence  of  habit,  1 am  very  inactive  : I am  also 

free  from  scrofulous  taint.  1 have  a vall'.o!^e 
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tumor  of  the  spermatic  veins,  which  perhaps 

occasions  the  pain  in  my  back  and  Joins.  What 

<!istressps  me  most  is  that  I scarcely  ever  awake 

in  the  morning,  without  being  in  a stale  of  verv 

unpleasant  erection  which  from  the  subsequent 

relaxation  produced,  I fear  does  me  harm.  The 

nocturnal  emissions  commonly  come  away  by 

spasm  which  wakes  me  at  the  moment  it  takes 
place.” 

“ I am  27  years  of  age ; about  4 ye.ars  aeo 
caught  a venereal  infection  ; this  commenced 
with  running  and  a chancre;  ihe  usual  remedies 
were  applied  under  the  direction  of  my  medical 
fnend;  and  in  a few  n.onths  all  symptoms 
a ated,  except  a gleet  which  has  continued 
ever  since.  To  get  rid  of  this  gleet,  bathing 
and  injections  have  been  liberally  applied:  but 
instead  of  deriving  advantage  from  these,  the  re- 
verse has  been  the  case  : an  obstruction  in  the 
urethra  was  produced,  and  I could  only  make 
rater  diop  by  drop,  and  that  more  or  less  tiiioed 
with  blood.  In  October  last,  I applied  to  ano- 
ther surgeon,  who  used  your  medicated  bougies, 
which  in  a few  times  caused  a wonderful  chano-e 
for  the  better;  a little  blood  came  witii  the 
bougie  at  first,  but  the  water  flowed  naturally, 
with,  however,  a little  smarting  sensation  : if  I 
neglect  the  use  of  the  bougie  for  a day  or  two, 
the  water  does  not  flow  so  freely,  and  there  is  a 
deal  of  mucus  on  the  bougie.  1 can  introduce 
the  bougie  myself,  the  middle  size  I prefer.— 
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I nclcr  thesG  circumstances,  I am  anxious  to 
have  your  opinion  respecting  what  ought 
further  to  be  done,  and  where  you  would  think 
it  advisable  to  apply  the  caustic  bougie/’ 

A voung  gentleman  has  desired  me  to  in- 
form you  he  has  long  laboured  under  a gleet,  or 
weakness,  for  which  he  wishes  to  try  your  me- 
dicated bougies,  and  if  you  would  give  him 
your  advice,  it  would  confer  a lasting  ouligation. 
He  is  years  of  age  ; tour  years  ago  he  had  a 
'A  enercal  clap,  and  a cjuantity  of  the  muriate  ol 
quicksilver  was  used  before  the  running  sub- 
sided ; yet  immediately  after,  a schirrous  tumour 
tbriiied  under  the  breast  bone,  which  gathered 
and  broke  ; the  stools  were  bloody,  mixed  with 
matter,  and  the  urine  deposited  a bran  like  sedi- 
ment, and  mixed  wito  sometliing  like  biickdust, 
and  vvhicli  changed  to  a purple  colour  ; the  run- 
ning then  returned,  for  which  vitriolic  injec- 
tions were  tried  but  to  no  effect.  If  he  did  not 
perform  his  usual  business  with  attention,  1 
should  from  what  he  bids  me  write,  think  him 
deranged  : for  his  thoughts  seem  to  deceive  him 
like  lhar  or  terror,  for  he  is  fearful  of  walking  in 
the  street  after  dark,  and  always  endeavours  to 
recollect  where  he  has  be«m  during  the  day,  tor 
fear  of  any  thing  happening,  least  he  should  be 

accused  of  it. 

1 must  also  tell  you  that  his  water  is  now 
like  that  of  spring  water  which  passes  over  abed 
of  iron,  and  furs  the  pot  with  a brownish  co- 
lour.” 
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“ Some  time  since  I was  unfortunate  enotigh 
to  contract  the  venereal  disease,  which  I first 
discovered  by  the  appearance  of  a chancre,  and 
at  length  lonr,  two  on  each  side  the  fraenuin  ; 
ihesc  were  cured  by  the  mercurial  ointment  in 
the  space  of  a month,  but  there  now  remain 
two  warts,  which  [ have  not  been  able  to  remove 
though  repeatedly  touched  with  the  Lunar 
causiic  : I liave  also  taken  some  slight  prepara- 
tion ot  mercury,  and  consequently  1 was  wil- 
ling to  persuade  myself  I was  perfectly  cured.  I 
find,  however,  that  is  not  the  case,  for  within 
this  last  week,  several  spots  of  a copper  colour 
have  appeared  in  various  parts  of  my  body  ; and 
the  warts  have  also  increased  in  size.  " Under 
these  circumstances,  I wish  you  to  state  what  1 

ought  to  do.  Aly  mouth  was  not  affected  by 
the  mercury.’" 

THE  END. 
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